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Thursday March 19, 2009  No. 7 
For Your Diary 

Friday March 20 Grade 6 Sports Day Mullauna Secondary College 

Saturday March 28 FETE DAY ï 12.30 ï 7.30pm 

Friday April 3 Last day term 1 ï 2.30pm dismissal 

Monday April 20 First day of term 2 

Mon-Friday April 27 ï May 1 Level 4 Camp 

Thursday May 7 Cross Country 

Wednesday May 20 District Cross Country 

Dear Antonio Park families 

 
What a wonderful event the opening 
ceremony of our new facilities proved 
to be last Friday.  The fabulous 
performance by our junior and senior 
choirs, along with the presence of 
our Education Minister Bronwyn 
Pike, ensured that we all walked a 
little taller for the rest of the day.  
Other special visitors included 
Federal Member for Deakin Mike 
Symon, Tony Robinson Member for 
Mitcham, Members for Eastern 
Metropolitan Region Brian Tee and 
Bruce Atkinson, Dr Jim Watterston 
Regional Director, Rod Williamson 
Regional Network Leader, 
Whitehorse, and former members of 
staff including Andrew Veal and 
Bruce Smith. We were thrilled that 
our first principal Mr Tom Perkin, 
whoôs 96 years, old was able to join 
us and that past school council 
presidents, Ann Griffiths and John 
Clark and past school councillors 
Katrina Wilson, Peter Burckhardt and 
John Yates were able to make it.  We 
should all be very proud of our 
students who sat patiently through 
about 45 minutes of speeches and 

performances.  Congratulations to 
our school captains Sam Brooks and 
Maddy Johns for their role at the 
opening and vice captains Samuel 
Anderson and Amy Baker who took 
our special visitors on a guided tour 
of our school.  Thanks also to the 
JSC who helped welcome our special guests.  When 
you see them in action you realise what wonderful hosts 
they are and how very proud they are of Antonio Park 
Primary School.  We now have a special plaque which 
will soon be mounted near the front entrance to the 
building in the near future.  
 
 
 

NEW WEBSITE 
Two weeks ago I wrote that a new 
website had been developed for us 
by a company called Sponsor-ed 
and that migration would occur next 
Monday subject to the approval of 
School Council.  Approval was 
granted at last Mondayôs meeting of 
school council.  Current sponsors 
include 2XU, The Red Cross, St 
George Bank and Honda. 
 
Features of our new site will include: 
 

¶ The ability to download 
information about the school 
such as newsletters, forms and 
some notices 

¶ Hot links to sites about weather, 
fuel, Wikipedia, Google and 
sports 

¶ A views per day icon tracking 
the number of views per day 

¶ Articles from leading educators 

¶ A more user friendly calendar 
 
We also intend to offer to send the 
newsletter to you electronically each 
week rather than sending a hard 
copy, thereby reducing the amount 
of paper we use.  Each week we 
print over 300 copies of our 
newsletter óAround Antonioô, so less 
hard copies reduces the size of our 
ecological footprint and saves the 

school time and money. So far 42 of our 255 families 
have responded by completing the reply slip. 
 
Please complete the reply slip on page 2 of this 
newsletter and be sure to include your email address 
and return it to school by Friday March 20.  We hope to 
have the new distribution arrangements ready for term 2. 
 
 
 

 

Antonio Park Primary School 

631-639 Whitehorse Road, MITCHAM  3132 

Hans Kueffer, Principal  Tel:  9874 4371 

Jan MacDonald, Assistant Principal 

 Hans Kueffer, Principal   9874 4371 

 

 
 

 

 

Happy Birthday to  Miles, Harrison, 

Bayley, Sheridan, Ben, Belinda, Mark, 

Mia, Saransh, Thomas, Anthony, 

Setphanie and Courtney  

mailto:antonio.park.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.antoniops.vic.edu.au/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page


 
SCHOOL COUNCIL SUB COMMITTEES 
 
To enable School Council to function effectively several 
subcommittees are formed each year. The 
subcommittees are made up of council members, 
teachers and interested parents and their role is to assist 
with various aspects of the organisation of the school. 
The sub committees of our school council are Education, 
Buildings and Grounds, Finance, Facilities, Publicity, Out 
of School Hours Care and Parents Activities Group. In 
addition several special purpose sub committees are 
formed from time to time to assist with a specific project 

 
e.g. The Fete. Each subcommittee is an advisory body 
meeting regularly to conduct business within their terms 
of reference and they formulate recommendations, 
which are forwarded to council for approval. Our 
Buildings and Grounds subcommittee now has a new 
convener Malcolm Ansell and we are looking for new 
members so that we can plan and implement a range of 
grounds related projects throughout the year. If you are 
interested in working on this committee please complete 
the attached reply slip and return it to school by Friday 
March 27. 
 
Hans Kueffer 
PRINCIPAL 

 
 
 

ééééééé...ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
 

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE 
Please complete the attached reply slip and return it to school by 

Friday March 27. 

 
 

I am interested in joining the Buildings and Grounds Committee 
 
 
 
Your name:  
 
Childôs name and grade:  
 
Phone: 
 
Email: 
 
 
 
 

éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé... 

 
 

AROUND ANTONIO 
Please complete the attached reply slip and return it to school by  

Friday March 27. 
 
 
 

I would like to receive Around Antonio electronically (please tick one): 
 
 I would like to continue to have a hard copy sent home each week.  
 
 
Family name:  
 
Childôs name and grade:  
 
Email: 
 
 
 



Assistant Principal 
Today was our last Classroom Helpers 
session and it has been a great four 
weeks.  This week we completed our 
discussions on helping with writing, tried 
out our computer 
skills and visited 
some classes during 

a writing session.  Parents have 
entered into discussions with 
enthusiasm and it has been an 
opportunity for questions about 
school and student learning.  Thank 
you to all the participants, I have 
enjoyed our time together 
immensely! 
 
Spelling 
As mentioned in previous 
newsletters, David Hornsby, 
education consultant, has been working 
with all teachers on spelling and student 
learning in English over several weeks.  These sessions 
have been informative and have given teachers a further 
insight into spelling in the classroom.  This week, a letter 
will be sent home with information regarding working 
with your child at home with spelling.  Please look out for 
this in your childôs bag on Friday. 
 
Enjoy your week! 
Jan Mac   

 
 
 
Many of our grades have now made Classroom 
Behaviour Agreements which can be seen displayed in 
their classrooms.  These agreements state the expected 
behaviours that the teacher and students have agreed to 
use in their rooms.  Students and teachers have signed 
these agreements to indicate that they will do their best 
to follow these agreements. 
 
Another of our school values is RESPONSIBILITY.  At 
Antonio Park we see responsibility as behaving in a 
trustworthy, sensible and reliable manner and being 
accountable for your own actions.  When people take 
responsibility for their own actions, others can trust and 
rely on them to keep their word. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whatôs happening in Level 1? 
Please refer to newsletter distributed independently. 
 

Whatôs happening in Level 2? 
We are eagerly anticipating our excursion to Schwerkolt 
Cottage which will take place tomorrow.  We will 

participate in a number of exciting activities over the day 
and hope to gain lots of knowledge from these 
experiences.  All students are reminded to arrive at 
school on time so that we are able to depart together in 
the morning.  Students will need to have a clearly 

labelled, separately packed 
snack and lunch, each in 
disposable packaging, as 
well as a drink bottle for the 
day.  We will be spending 
time outside and walking to 
and from our destination so it 
is important that every 
student has a hat and applies 
sunscreen before coming to 
school.  With all these things 
in place, it will certainly be a 
fun day!  Make sure to ask 
your children about what they 
have done and learned 

during the day.  
Level 2 team J 

 

Whatôs happening in Level 3? 
The Victorian Premierôs Reading Challenge is on again! 
We are encouraging all Level 3 students to participate in 
this great reading event.  Students are required to read 
15 books, 10 from a reading list which can be viewed on 
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc/books/default.htm.  
If you click on Information on books and then 2009 Book 
List Years 3 and 4 you can access the full list of texts. 
The other 5 books can be books that students are 
already reading at home for their reading logs. We look 
forward to seeing the names of our Level 3 students in 
The Age Newspaper!  
 
Our literacy groups have been working extremely well 
over the past few weeks which is very pleasing.  The 
students have been enjoying working in their small 
groups and are quickly becoming used to weekly 
routines.  
 
In Maths, we have been focusing on addition and 
subtraction and strategies that the children can use to 
help them solve such problems.  
 
The students have commenced their homework this 
week.  It is due back on Friday March 27.  Please 
encourage and support your child to complete their 
homework and return it by the due date.  We thank you 
for your support. 
Level 3 Team, 
Amy, Karen, Lachlan and Jane 
 

Whatôs happening in Level 4? 
Can you believe that we are coming closer to the end of 
our fabulous unit óLearning To Learnô?  The term is 
flying by!  Of course that also means that we are 
creeping closer to our exciting educational Canberra 
Camp.  The students received an information booklet 
and itinerary this week which will get them more excited!  
Watch for more information later down the track. 
 
We have 8 Level 4 students who are currently at 
Somers Camp for 10 days having a fantastic time no 
doubt.  They set off on Tuesday with 150 other Level 4 
students from our district to partake in outdoor education 
and team building activities.  We look forward to hearing 

 

AUSSIES OF THE WEEK 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc/books/default.htm


about their experience when they return to school next 
Thursday.  
 
Tomorrow our Grade 6 students will be attending a 
óSports Dayô at Mullauna College.  They will be joined 
by various local primary schools to participate in various 
sports activities run by Year 9 students.  Have an 
awesome time Grade 6ôs!!! 
 
 The Grade 5 students will be holding up the sporting 
teams tomorrow, along with a handful of Grade 4 
students, at Interschool Sport against Yarra Road P.S.  
We have no doubt that the Grade 5ôs will have a great 
time supporting the Grade 4ôs in their team and will have 
a fun time.  Teams playing at home are Basketball, 
Rounders and Bat Tennis.  Volleyball, T-Ball and Cricket 
will be playing away.  Good Luck and have fun! 
 
With the fete only just over a week away, the Level 4ôs 
and their Level 2 Buddies are getting excited and 
organised with their fete stall.  The Level 4 students 
have been asked to run the stall for a period of time 
during the day, with assistance from their buddies too.  
We are still needing donations of óLucky Bottlesô, óLob-a-
chocô and óPennies from Heavenô baskets need to be 
returned please.  We look forward to seeing you all on 
the day! 
Thanks,  
Frank, Stella, Ruth and Lauren 
 
The Antonio Park Environment 
Committee encourages you to 
join with the City Of Whitehorse 
to make a difference during 
Sustainable Living Week.  
 
Sustainable living week runs 
from March 26 ï April 3 2009.  
 

It has been organised by the 
Whitehorse City Council in 
conjunction with Earth Hour.  
The highlight of the week will be 
the Whitehorse Earth Hour 
celebrations happening on 
Saturday March 28 from 1.00pm 

ï 8.30pm at the Box Hill Gardens.  As part of these 
celebrations there will be a Sustainable Transport Expo 
and an Earth Hour Countdown Concert taking place.  To 
see the full run down of events for sustainable living 
week visit the web site below. 
http://www.whitehorse.vic.gov.au/sustainablelivingweek 
 
Due to the timing of our school fete we are encouraging 
Antonio Park families to celebrate Earth Hour on Sunday 
March 29.  You can be a part of the Earth Hour 
celebrations by refraining from using power for 1 hour on 
Sunday March 29.  We also encourage Antonio Park 
families to consider how they can save water, use less 
power and create less waste.  
 
If we all do our bit we can make a huge difference to our 
local and global environments. 
 

CHOIR NEWS 
CONGRATULATIONS to all Junior and Senior Choir 
members who performed at last Fridayôs official school 
opening ï youôre awesome!  THANKS ALSO to the 

fabulous 4LE drummers ï you rocked!  COME ALONG 
to next weekôs assembly, March 23, and hear our Junior 
Choir sing ñSwing Low, Sweet Chariotò. 
 
Here are the stars of our Choirs: 
JUNIOR:  
Alexandra Watt, Annaliese Hughes, Bailey Connell, 
Caitlin Clarke, Caragh Chalker, Christopher Barber, 
Conor Ezard, Darcy Hannigan, Eboni Miriklis, Eliza Kral, 
Ella Gurry, Ella Smith, Emily Yang, Gabriel Tracey, 
Georgia Juler, Hamish Curnow, Harrison Kayne, 
Harry Sutherland, Jasmine Junawan, Jamie Garcia, 
Jessica Grace, Jessica Jamieson, Kate Mikulandra, 
Leah Stuchbery, Liam OôKeefe, Mackenzie Incoll, 
Matthew Nichol, Matthew Stevenson, Mia Smart, 
Michael McCartin, Natalie Giglio, Natalie Reeves, 
Natasha Wickman, Sasha Tyers, Shae Heaney, 
Steven Green, William Handley. 
SENIOR: 
Alex Eadie, Alex Swan, Alicia MacKay-Lambaart, 
Alynda Wilde, Amy Benifer, Amy Hopkins, Ashi Trehan, 
Ayla Emmerson, Blake Booth, Charlie Guillou, 
Chelsea Dawidowski, Chenei de Pradines, Chloe Munro, 
Christine Xu, Cody Janissen, Daniel Yeaman, 
Elise Pratesi, Eliza McKeown, Emily Orland, 
Etienne Tracey, Georgia Campbell, Georgia Rees, 
Grace Handley, Hannah Bal, Imogen Bate, 
Indiah Williams, Isabella Chau, Jake Nardella, 
James Sutherland, Jarred Wickman, Jarvis Brooks, 
Jessica Tek, Josh Hopkins, Joshua Kral, 
Joshua Salmon, Kaylah Tobias, Keeley Roberts, 
Ky Hodson, Lily Klunyk, Louise Nardella, Lucy Juler, 
Macleod Kayne, Madeleine Rathbone, Madeline Ancill, 
Madeline Gough, Madeline Walker, Madison Taylor, 
Mae Eadie, Matthew Fox, Melanie Rafferty, 
Michael Bunston, Molly Davis, Molly Dickson, 
Naomi Bruhn, Natassya Garons, Nathan Curnow, 
Nicola Reeves, Rachael Pearson, Rachel Brindley, 
Renee McCarthy, Sabien Thompson, 
Samantha Mikulandra, Shaelyn Chalker, Sophie Juler, 
Sophie Klunyk, Stephanie Ancill, Talia Webb, 
Tara Johns, Tara Swan, Tiahne Ward and Tina Atyabi. 
 
MUSIC IS FUNDAMENTAL TO HUMAN WELLBEING a 
recent symposium on Music and Wellbeing at the 
University of Melbourne was told.  Music ñis part of the 
brainôs reward system, part of the pleasure circuitò, ñé 
affects emotions, stimulates memory, facilitates motor 
coordination and sparks simultaneous activity in many 
areas of the brainò and ñé is an essential component of 
healthy communities éò.  ñCollaborative music making is 
important in lessening stress and anxiety as the sense of 
connectedness which comes from being a part of 
something greater than yourself improves mental 
wellbeing.ò  If youôd like to know more, ask Jane about 
the article by Genevieve Costigan or go to 
http://voice.unimelb.edu.au/news/5724/ to see the whole 
article. 
 
 
 

 

LEMONS WANTED 
 

If you are able to spare any lemons, Carol 
from Café Antonio would love to have them. 

http://www.whitehorse.vic.gov.au/sustainablelivingweek
http://voice.unimelb.edu.au/news/5724/



