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Thursday February 12, 2009  No. 2 
For Your Diary 

Friday February 13 House Swimming Levels 3 and 4 

Monday February 16 School Council Meeting 7.30pm 

Wednesday February 18 Information Night Levels 2 and 4 

Thursday February 19 Information Night Levels 1 and 3 

Wednesday February 25 Parent Teacher Discussions Levels 2 and 4 

Thursday February 26 Parent Teacher Discussions Level 3 

Thursday February 26 Classroom Helpers Program, Library ï 9.00-11.00am 

Thursday March 5 Classroom Helpers Program, Library ï 9.00 ï 11.00am 

Thursday March 12 Classroom Helpers Program, Library ï 9.00 ï 11.00am 

Thursday March 19 Classroom Helpers Program, Library ï 9.00 ï 11.00am 

 

Dear Antonio Park families 

What a week it has been for so many Victorians and indeed 
Australians as the terrible events of our stateôs bushfires have 
unfolded. Thankfully for now the bushfire threat has eased across the 
state giving some respite to the thousands of emergency workers 
involved and reducing the anxiety of many communities who have 
been under threat all week. I said in my letter home to all families on 
Wednesday that it is a tragic time for all Victorians and I am sure all 
of you will join with me and the staff at Antonio Park in extending our 
heartfelt sympathies and thoughts to all those 
enduring these shocking and tragic fires 
across Victoria.  
 
We had a wonderful response to our óFree 
Dress Dayô yesterday raising over $1,500 for 
the bushfire appeal. The money will be sent to 
the Red Cross. Thank you to all families who 
contributed to this effort. I have been 
inundated with ideas from school community 
members who want to help in some way and 
naturally we all want to do what we can to 
support those who are suffering. Further 
efforts were discussed by staff at our staff 
meeting yesterday and by members of the fete 
committee last night after our meeting. We have 
some ties with the Whittlesea school community 
who are accommodating students from Kinglake 
schools and would like to use this relationship to provide friendship 
and emotional support for these students. The CFA and other 
emergency workers who have and still are working so hard in dealing 
with this disaster, deserve our eternal gratitude and we feel that we 
would like them to know their efforts have been appreciated. Today 
and tomorrow, we will endeavour to decide exactly what we will do 
and in what form our gratitude and friendship will be displayed. A 
proposal for further support will also be put to our school council at 
next Mondayôs meeting with the outcome being communicated to you 
on Tuesday. 
 
Parents are reminded that financial contributions can be made 
directly into our bushfire appeal box at the office and that the 

Mitcham Salvation Army are requesting cots and porta cots, car 
seats, high chairs and play pens. Anyone wishing to donate any of 
the above items are requested to contact Katie Parker of Mitcham 
Salvation Army on 0412 244 865. Please do not send these goods 
directly to the school.  
Further contributions can be made through the Red Cross at 
www.redcross.org.au using their secure online donations form or call 
the toll free number 1800 811 700. 

  
For parents who have concerns about their 
own childrenôs reactions to the bushfires the 
Department of Education has quite a good 
booklet available called Helping Children 
After a Bushfire. A copy of this may be 
obtained from the office. 
 
OFFICIAL OPENING 
We finally have details of the official opening 
of our new buildings. The Education Minister 
Bronwyn Pike will officially open the facility at 
10.30am on Friday March 13. More details 

will be sent home over the next week or so. 
 
PARKING 
Parents are reminded to adhere to the parking 
times and restrictions around the school. 

Please DO NOT use the disabled parking space at the front of the 
school unless your car displays a Disabled Parking sticker. Parents 
are also reminded that the staff car park is for staff parking only. 
 
SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS 
Next Tuesday information about school council elections will be sent 
home to all families. Nominations for our 2009 school council 
elections close on Tuesday February 24.  
 
Hans Kueffer, PRINCIPAL

 

 

Antonio Park Primary School 

631-639 Whitehorse Road, MITCHAM  3132 

Hans Kueffer, Principal  Tel:  9874 4371 

Jan MacDonald, Assistant Principal 

 Hans Kueffer, Principal   9874 4371 

 

 
 

 

Happy Birthday to  

Joshua,Thomas, Grace, Andre, 

Darcy,Alexander and Georgia  

mailto:antonio.park.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.antoniops.vic.edu.au/
http://www.redcross.org.au/
https://www.redcross.org.au/Donations/onlineDonations.asp


Assistant Principal 
Just a reminder that Parent Information 
nights begin on February 18 for Levels 2 
and 4 and February 19 for Levels 1 and 
3.   
Please see the information in this 

newsletter for dates for each year level and fill in the 
form if you require child minding. 
 
A notice for Parent/Teacher Meetings to be held on 
February 25 for Levels 2 and 4 and February 26 for 
Level 3, has been sent home this week.  Please fill in 
your time preferences and return to school as soon as 
possible.  
 
Classroom Helpers Program begins on Thursday 
February 26.  Information is included in this newsletter, 
please complete the form and return to school if you 
would like to join us! 
 
Library News 
Thank you to our óFriends of the Libraryô 
for coming along to the working bee.  We 
got a lot of sorting done and our big 
books are now rearranged for easy 
access!  
Many thanks to Michelle for her work with cataloguing 
bookséyou are a ógemô! 
 
Have a great week! 
Jan Mac 
 

Whatôs happening in Level 1? 
Please see newsletter distributed separately. 
 

Whatôs happening in Level 2? 
What a great start to the new year!  It has been another 
superb week in all level 2 classrooms as we continue to 
settle in to our new surroundings and get to know our 
new classmates even better.  
 
We have enjoyed trading information about ourselves 
and our ideas about school, leadership and learning.  
We have delved into the Antonio Park 2009 Code of 
Conduct and discussed our school values and the ways 
in which we have the right and responsibility to 
demonstrate them as an individual, a grade and a school 
community.  A copy of the code of conduct has been 
sent home.  Please take the time to discuss this with 
your child. 
 
Just a reminder that all Level 2 students need to have 
their art smock, library bag and communication wallet at 
school by now as our specialist subjects have begun.  
Please also make sure your childôs portfolio from last 
year has been returned to their new teacher. 
 
Next week we will be embarking on our new unit titled 
óFrom one generation to the nextô.  In this unit we will 
investigate the range of needs and wants people have 
and how these may change during their lives.  Students 
will also look at aspects of life in their local community in 
the period since their grandparents were born.  You may 
like to begin discussing some of these things at home 
with your child.  Also if you have any resources at home 
that you think may be useful during our exploration of 
this unit, please bring them along to share with your 
classroom teacher.  
 

Thank you from the level 2 team, 
Zoe, Emma-Jane, Bonnie, Emily and Jenny  
 

Whatôs Happening In Level 3? 
Thank you for your support of the free dress day.  The 
children were able to feel that they could help the 
bushfire victims in a small way.  We have been able to 
use our circle time as a forum for the children to share 
their thoughts and experiences of the past few days.  
 
There is a lot of excitement as we get closer to Fridayôs 
Swimming Sports.  This will be the Grade 3ôs first 
experience of competing in school sporting events and 
we know that they will have a great time.  Please read 
the information sheet you received last week which lists 
everything your child needs to bring on the day.  We are 
looking forward to an enjoyable and exciting day! 
 
Next Thursday February 19 is our Information Night.  We 
will be presenting an outline of what is happening in 
Level 3 this year as well as answering any questions you 
may have.  After our whole group chat you will have an 
opportunity to come into your childôs classroom and chat 
with us individually.  We are looking forward to seeing 
you at 6.30pm on the decking! 
 
The following Thursday February 26 will be our Parent 
Teacher Exchange.  This is a great opportunity for you 
to share information about your child with us.  There will 
be information regarding this night coming home in the 
near future.   
 
Level 3 Team 
Lachlan, Jane, Amy and Karen 
 

Whatôs Happening in Level 4? 
It has been wonderful to see the students settle so 
quickly into the routines and expectations of Level 
4.  They are all doing brilliantly and are encouraged 
to keep up their best efforts to ensure they make the 
most of all learning opportunities this year. 
 

It was exciting to see our House Captains 
announced at Assembly on Monday.  We 
congratulate all students who stood for 

these positions and gave convincing 
speeches and also celebrate with those 
who were successful.  Our House 

Captains for 2009 are: 
Deep Creek: Thomas Wilson, Courtney 

Gillespie (Captains) 
Sam Brindley, Sascha Gray 
(Vice Captains) 

Yarran Dheran: Tomas Moran, Kiara Kadlecik 
(Captains) 
Nathan Heenan, TBC (Vice 
Captains) 

Mullum Mullum: Jye Ansell, Amy Benifer 
(Captains) 
Eliza Oliver, Belinda Hone (Vice 
Captains) 

Wattle Valley:  Adam Sullivan, Shaelyn Chalker 
(Captains) 

   Blake Booth (Vice Captain) 
 

This term is jam-packed full of exciting 
events.  The first being our Swimming 

Sports which will be held tomorrow.  (Just a 
reminder to ensure all permission slips 



are returned as students cannot attend events without 
signed forms).  All students are encouraged to dress in 
their house colours and enjoy the day, competing and 
cheering on their team mates.  Please make sure all 
students bring a packed lunch, plenty to drink, hats, 
sunscreen and of course their bathers and a towel.  We 
are looking forward to a wonderful day where our new 
House Captains will lead their teams to achieve their 
best. 
 

All teams have now been 
selected for 
Interschool Sports 
which begin next 
Friday.  We will be 
competing against 

Yarra Road Primary School 
and are looking forward to our first 
round of sports.  Please make sure 
that permission forms are returned by 
then (we donôt expect payment until 
later) as we require signed permission 
forms for students to be able to travel 
on the buses. 
 

Students will be excited to hear that 
homework begins next 
Tuesday.  Students have received a 
homework book and each week will 
receive a homework sheet full of different 
activities to complete.  We will share 

more information about this on our Information Night but 
if you have any questions, please donôt hesitate to 
contact your classroom teacher. 
 

Talking about Information Nights, ours will 
be held this coming Wednesday 
February 18 in the Level 4 area.  
Please try to make the effort to come 
and hear about whatôs happening in 

Level 4, what the expectations are and to 
find out about events and programs such as Homework, 
Camp, Sports etc.  We look forward to seeing you. 
 

You would also now have received a 
notice about Parent- Teacher 
Discussions.  This will be held on 
Wednesday February 25 so please 
return your reply slips as soon as 
possible so we can organise a time to 

see you.  It is an important time to develop the 
partnership we have with you to engage and encourage 
your children to achieve their best. 
 
Notices about our camp to Canberra from Monday 
April 27 to Friday May 1 were sent out this week.  
Please take the time to read this with your children 
and to return your permission slip and deposit by 
the due date. 
 
All students 
have begun 
their Book-Share Club program in their 
classrooms.  If you have books at home 
that you think other students would 
enjoy, please bring them in and we 
will look forward to reading them. 
 

I think thatôs about it.  As always, the beginning of the 
year is busy and there is much to organise. We thank 
you so much for helping us get this year off to a great 
start and we know that 2009 will be an exciting one for 
your children. 
Good Luck to all students for the Swimming Sports 
tomorrow, 
Frank, Ruth, Lauren and Stella 

 

Antonio Park P.S 
Swimming Carnival 

2009 
 
Our Swimming Carnival 
will take place tomorrow,  
Friday February 13 at the 
Whitehorse Aquatic Centre 
(Aqualink) Outdoor 
Swimming Pool, Surrey 
Drive, Box Hill.  All 
Students from Level 3 and 
4 will be involved in the 
event.  
 

Thank you to those parents who 
have offered their assistance on 

the day, weôll see you at the pool!  Parents are of 
course welcome to simply come and watch.  A note 
was sent home last week with further information. 
 
Please ensure your child has returned their 
permission note to their class teacher. 

 
Thank you 
Annette Hayes & Darren McMenaman 

 

 
CRE Teachers 
Urgently Required 

 
 
To ensure all classes receive CRE, we 
urgently need at least 2 more teachers 
who can spare 1-2 hours per week at 
Antonio Park. 
 
We are looking for Christians who are 
willing to be trained in the CRE 
Program....do you know someone who 
could help?   A relative, neighbour..? 
 
You can team-teach with a friend (who 
also needs to be trained) if you lack 
confidence. 
 
All materials and training is provided at 
no cost. 
 
For more information, call Karen on 
9874 1667 or 0414 644 930. 
 
Please prayerfully consider this request. 

              

 

AUSSIES OF THE WEEK  



 

 
EDUCATION MAINTENANCE ALLOWANCE 

E.M.A. 
 
Eligible parents may apply for an education maintenance allowance 
at the school their children attend. 
 
To be eligible for the first instalment a parent must hold a current 
Centrelink Pensioner Concession or Health Care Benefit Card, or a 
Veterans Affairs (TPI) pensioner card, or be a foster parent as at 
the first day of Term 1, (January 28, 2009). 
 
If your family is eligible please collect an application form from the 
office, complete and return by Friday, February 27. 
 
 

 

BUSH FIRE RELIEF 
DONATIONS 

 
SHOP AT COLES SUPERMARKET ON 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13 AND ALL 
PROFITS WILL BE DONATED TO THE 

BUSH FIRE RELIEF FUND 

 

CAFÉ ANTONIO 
 

Amendment to Term 1 Menu. 
 
Please note that Peanut Butter & Nutella sandwiches 

were included in the menu given to all families. 
 

As we are a ónut freeô school, these items have been 
removed from the menu. 

 
A new menu will be issued to all families. 

 

Congratulations to our new House 

Captains 

 

Congratulations to the new school 

captains, Amy, Maddie, Sam and 

Sam 



   

 

ANTONIO  PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL  

INFORMATION NIGHT 

 

 

Information sessions for all levels will be held to inform parents about our educational 

programs, class routines and expectations, and the many ways parents can assist with 

�W�K�H�L�U���F�K�L�O�G�¶�V���O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J�� 

 

Parents will hav�H���W�K�H���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���W�R���Y�L�V�L�W���F�O�D�V�V�U�R�R�P�V���D�Q�G���P�H�H�W���W�K�H�L�U���F�K�L�O�G�¶�V���W�H�D�F�K�H�U���W�R��
further discuss programs in a small group situation. Individual interviews will take 

place the following week or can be arranged with your class teacher for another time. 

 

 

�x Parents of Levels 2 students are invited to attend the Information Night  on:  
 
Wednesday February 18 

6.30 - 7.00pm: Main Building: Level 2 rooms 

7.00 - 7.30pm: Classrooms 

 

 

�x Parents of Level 4 students are invited to attend the Information Night  on:  
 
Wednesday February 18 

7.30 - 8.00pm: Level 4FS classroom 

8.00 - 8.30pm: Classrooms 

 

�x Parents of Level 1 students are invited to attend the Information Night  on:  
 
Thursday February 19 

6.30 - 7.00pm: Main Building Level 1 rooms 

7.00 - 7.30pm: Classrooms 

 

�x Parents of Level 3 students are invited to attend the Information Night  on:  
 
Thursday February 19 

7.30 - 8.00pm: Deck Area 

8.00 - 8.30pm: Classrooms 

 

 

Child minding will be available in the activity centre. Please complete the attached 

form by Friday, February 10 if you require child minding. 

 

 

ANTONIO PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL INFORMATION NIGHT  

 

 

I will require child minding for __________ children on _________________ (date). 

 

Signed:  ______________________________. 

 

 


