
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

E-mail address: antonio.park.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Web Site: www.antoniops.vic.edu.au 
 

 

Thursday February 19, 2009  No. 3 
For Your Diary 

Thursday February 19 Information Night Levels 1 and 3 

Wednesday February 25 Parent Teacher Discussions Levels 2 and 4 

Thursday February 26 Parent Teacher Discussions Level 3 

Thursday February 26 Classroom Helpers Program, Library ï 9.00-11.00am 

Thursday March 5 Classroom Helpers Program, Library ï 9.00 ï 11.00am 
Start of Year School Picnic ï 6.00-8.00pm 

Monday March 9 Labour Day Holiday 

Thursday March 12 Classroom Helpers Program, Library ï 9.00 ï 11.00am 

Thursday March 19 Classroom Helpers Program, Library ï 9.00 ï 11.00am 

 

Dear Antonio Park families 

Thanks you to every member of our school community 
for the wonderful way you have supported the Bushfire 
Appeal over the last week or 
so. Our free dress day last 
week raised $1,506.95 and 
donations through the office 
stand at $1241.20. All these 
funds have been forwarded to 
the Red Cross. Over the last 
few days students in all 
classes have been writing 
messages of comfort and 
support and drawing happy 
pictures and these will be sent 
to the children of Flowerdale, 
Kinglake, Middle Kinglake and 
Kinglake West Primary 
Schools. Students from these 

four schools have been 
relocated to a new school in 
Epping until it is safe for them 
to return to their own schools. 
In the case of Middle Kinglake 
this return will take much longer as the school was 
destroyed by the fires. We hope to publish some of the 
childrenôs writing in next weekôs newsletter. 
 
At our school council meeting last Monday night it was 
decided to donate 10% of this yearôs fete profits to the 
Bushfire Appeal as well. This means we should be able 
to contribute another $2,000 to $2,500 early in April. 
Once again thank you all for your generosity and support 
during this tragic time for so many Victorians. 
 
SCHOOL COUNCIL 
The last meeting of our current school council was held 
last Monday night. School council approved funds to be 
spent on additional fencing along the driveway and car 
park separating these areas from the pathway beside 
the drive. A 1.5m fence will also be erected around the 

water tank as a safety measure. We hope work will 
begin later next week.  

All families should have 
received school council 
election material on Tuesday. 
We have 4 vacancies in the 
parent category. Any parents 
wishing to nominate can 
obtain a nomination form from 
the office. Nominations close 
at 4.00pm on Tuesday 
February 24. 
 
JUNIOR SCHOOL COUNCIL 
Congratulations to the 
following children who have 
been elected as semester 1 
JSC representatives for their 

class: 
2BR Conor Ezard, 2ED Isaiah 
Harvey, 2ER Flynn Nott, 2JS 
Jess Zachariah, 2ZR William 
Handley, 3AD Amy Wollmann, 

3JD Keeley Roberts, 3KD Josh Yardy, 3LS Amy Cook, 
4FS Renee McCarthy, 4LE Peter Skorupski, 4RV Elise 
Pratesi. 
 
OFFICIAL OPENING 
As stated in last weekôs newsletter this event will be on 
Friday March 13 at 10.30am. The opening will take place 
in the hall at a whole school assembly. A number of 
special guests have been invited including past key 
members of our school community. We are hoping that 
Tom Perkin, the first principal of Antonio Park is well 
enough to be our special guest for this event. An 
invitation to families will be sent home this week and we 
hope that many of you can join us for the occasion and 
stay for morning tea immediately after. 
 
Hans Kueffer, Principal 

 

Antonio Park Primary School 

631-639 Whitehorse Road, MITCHAM  3132 

Hans Kueffer, Principal  Tel:  9874 4371 

Jan MacDonald, Assistant Principal 

 Hans Kueffer, Principal   9874 4371 

 

 
 

 

Happy Birthday to  McKenzie, Chenei, 

Isabella, Amy, Ella, Harrison and Wil l 
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Assistant Principal 
It was wonderful to see so many 
parents at our information night for  
Level 2 and 4.  Teachers shared 
with parents the outline for the 
year including, curriculum 

programs, specialist areas and goals for students.  
The level booklets give parents a practical guide 
for the year ahead.  Level 1 & 3 teachers and 
parents will meet tonight. 
 
Next week, the Parent/Teacher discussions will be 
held.  Level 2 and 4 on Wednesday February 25 
and Level 3 on Thursday February 26. 
 
Professional Development (PD) 
As teachers, we are always developing as 
learners, and on Tuesday afternoon, the staff 
attended a two hour PD session on spelling, to 
gain further knowledge of teaching spelling to our 
students.  Our facilitator was David Hornsby, an 
expert educationalist in teaching, reading and 
writing. David discussed strategies for teaching 
spelling and the developmental stages of spelling.  
It was a valuable session for all teachers and 
David will be working with all of us over the next 
few weeks.  We hope to further develop our whole 
school spelling program and we will communicate 
with parents over the next few weeks about 
spelling in the context of classroom programs. 
 
Have a great week! 
Jan Mac 

 
 
 
 
Welcome to 

óWords for Wellbeingô.  
This is the first article for 

our 
newsletter 

and each 
week, we 
will publish 

ówellbeingô articles of interest to 
parents, students and teachers.  
 
Last year, following our School Self 
Assessment and the development 
of our School Strategic Plan for 
2009-2012, we identified five core 
school values for our school 
community.  These values were 
developed through discussions with students, 
parents and staff, and embrace the previous 
values we have held.   
 
Our school values are: Empathy, Responsibility, 
Resilience, Independence and Confidence.   
These values are fostered both in the classroom 
and at play through a variety of activities and form 
the basis of our Code of Conduct.   
The definitions of the five values as published in 
our School Strategic Plan are: 

EMPATHY: to identify with and understand 

somebody elseôs feelings or situations as though 

they were your own 

CONFIDENCE: a belief in your ability to achieve 

success, a belief and trust in yourself and others 

to act in a proper, trustworthy or reliable manner 

INDEPENDENCE: to take risks, to approach 

tasks with confidence, make your own decisions 

and to problem solve 

RESILIENCE: to persevere and adapt to 

challenges in a positive way 

RESPONSIBILTY: to behave in a trustworthy, 

sensible and reliable manner and be accountable 

for your own actions 

Happy Days! 

Wellbeing Committee 

 
Whatôs Happening in Level 1? 
Refer to level 1 newsletter distributed 
independently. 
 

Whatôs Happening in Level 2? 
We are all very excited to begin our new unit for 
this term, óFrom One Generation to the Nextô.  In 
this unit students investigate the range of needs 
and wants people have and how these may 
change during their lives.  Students will explore 
aspects of life in their local community and there 
will be much discussion on past, present and 
future generations.  This is a great time to begin 

talking to your child at 
home about life since 
the period their 
grandparents were 
born.  You could even 
work on your own 
family tree together! 
 
As part of this unit  we 
have two special 
events planned.  On 
Thursday March 5 all 
Level 2 students will 
have the opportunity 

to invite their grandparents to their classrooms for 
an afternoon of sharing, talking and learning about 
the past.  We have also planned a local excursion 
to Schwerkolt Cottage on Friday March. 20.  
Students will be able to step back in time and see 
how people lived in the olden days.  Notes will be 
sent home soon with more information about 
these events, so stay tuned!  
 
A reminder to please send back your forms for the 
parent/teacher discussions next Wednesday if you 
havenôt already done so.  We need to allocate 
your time as soon as possible.  

 
AUSSIES OF THE WEEK  



   

 
Have a wonderful week,  
Zoe, Jenny, Emily, Bonnie and Emma-Jane 
 

Whatôs Happening in Level 3? 
The level 3 students had a fantastic day at the 
swimming sports last Friday.  It was so pleasing to 
see everyone participating with much enthusiasm.  
Congratulations to the Grade 3 students for 
completing their first swimming sports day.  We 
had some fantastic results, but most importantly, a 
fun day was had by all.  Thank you 
to the parents who came and lent a 
hand and also those that were 
cheering from the sideline.  
 
Throughout the last week the Level 3 
students have voted for Junior 
School Council Representatives and 
Environmental Leaders for Semester 
1.  I would like to congratulate the 
following students on being elected 
for these roles: 
 
3JD: Keeley Roberts and Talia 
Webb 
3LS: Amy Cook and Ky Hodson 
3AD: Amy Wollmann and 
Natassya Aarons Dunn 
3KD: Josh Yardy  
 
I am confident that these students will represent 
our Level in a mature and sensible manner.  
Congratulations! 
 
Tonight we look forward to seeing the Level 3 
Parents for our information night.  The evening will 
give parents the opportunity to ask any questions 
about the year ahead.  The evening will 
commence at 7:30pm on the decking.  
 
Next Thursday February 26, we are conducting 
Parent Teacher Discussions.  If you have not 
already done so, could you please return the 
Parent Teacher form if you require an interview.  
 
Level 3 Team 
Lachlan, Jane, Amy and Karen 
 

Whatôs happening in Level 4? 
We are settled in very nicely for the year ahead 
and getting into the swing of things!  What 
awesome workers we are in Level 4!  We have 
begun class literacy group rotations and 
homework this week, and our óBook Share Clubô is 
also going smoothly.  Each student should be 
reading a novel from our óBook Share Clubô and 
when finished, completing a reading activity of 
choice.  
 
The Level 4 students received their first 
homework sheet on Tuesday.  The various 
activities will be revision of class work and include 
a unit focus activity.  Students are asked to 
complete their work neatly and in a presentable 

manner in their homework books.  The completed 
homework is due back by the following Monday.  
 
Our School Swimming Sports last Friday was a 
brilliant day!  It was fabulous to see the students 
getting in the pool and having a go, as well as lots 
of fun!  You should all be proud of yourselves!  
Congratulations to our House Captains and Vice-
House Captains for their tremendous effort on the 
day!  A massive thank you to Ms. Hayes, Mr 
McMenaman and our parent helpers who did an 

exceptional job on the 
day.  Congratulations to 
the students who have 
made it into District 
Swimming. 
 
Our Level 4 Parent 
Information Night was 
a huge success!  It was 
fabulous to see so many 
parents and students 
attend on Wednesday 
night to find out about 
our expectations, 
homework, yearly 
events, camp etc.  For 
those parents who were 
unable to attend, an 

information booklet has gone home with your child 
today with the areas that are of importance this 
year.  If you have any queries, please feel free to 
ask your childôs teacher.  
 
Parent Teacher discussions will be held next 
Wednesday February 25.  You will receive your 
childôs time soon.  We look forward to seeing you 
and developing the partnership in engaging and 
supporting your child! 
 
Tomorrow our Inter-school Summer Sports 
begins.  We are playing Yarra Rd Primary School.  
We are unfortunately still in search of a parent 
helper to take our volleyball team.  You donôt need 
to have any sporting experience at all.  If you are 
interested please see your childôs teacher.  The 
team captain will give a sport report at Mondays 
assembly.  Teams playing at home are Bat 
Tennis, Basketball and Girls T Ball.  Away at 
Yarra Rd P.S are Mixed T Ball, Rounders and 
Volleyball with the Cricket team playing at 
Lipscombe Park.  Go A.P.P.S! 
 
A reminder that the Canberra Camp $30.00 
deposit is due Monday.  It is very exciting as it 
gets closer to camp.  The camp notice went out 
last week and the yellow Medical forms are also to 
be returned asap please.  
 
Thank you,  
Frank, Ruth, Stella and Lauren 
 
 
 

 

 

Congratulations to Mullum Mullum 

on winning the House Swimming 

Sports  



   

Antonio Park P.S Swimming Carnival 
2009 

 
Thank you to all 
students for 
participating with 

enthusiasm and a competitive 
spirit at our swimming carnival 
last Friday February13 at the 
Whitehorse Aquatic Centre 
(Aqualink) Outdoor Swimming 
Pool.  We had a terrific day 
with all students from Level 3 
and 4 involved in the event.  
 
Congratulations to MULLUM 
MULLUM who won the event.  
The scores were as follows: 
Mullum Mullum:  746 points 
Deep Creek:  744 points 
Wattle Valley:  582 points 
Yarren Dheran:  482 points 
 
A big thank you goes out to those wonderful 
parents who assisted us on the day.  As usual, it 
would be a very difficult task without you! 
 
Thankyou 
Annette Hayes and Darren  
 

Workshops for 
Parents and 
Carers. 
 
Workshops for  
Reducing Sibling 

Rivalry (4 week course) and 
How To Talk So Kids Will Listen and Listen So 
Kids Will Talk 
are available in the Doncaster region. 
Details are on display.  See the Community 
Noticeboard in the foyer at school;. 
 
Thank you 
Stella Rogan 
 

Whatôs happening in Choir?  
FROM MITCHAM TO MONTSALVAT ï 2009 
marks the beginning of a new adventure for our 
school.  We have received funding through 
Whitehorse Councilôs 2009 Artists in Schools 
program allowing 90 students to work with 
experienced and renowned musical director, 
Faye Dumont ï our schoolôs artist in residence ï 
on a special choral project. 
 
The project will involve the schoolôs choir learning 
a 40-minute repertoire and presenting it at 
Choral@Montsalvat on Sunday May 3 at 
óMontsalvatô in Eltham. 
 
Choral@Montsalvat is a music-in-the-round choral 
festival featuring 14 community and school-based 

choirs.  Now in its sixth year, the festival is a firm 
favourite at Melbourne's well-loved artist colony.  
Choirs perform simultaneously each hour from 
12.00 noon to 5.00pm in three art galleries, giving 
patrons 13 events from which to choose. 
 
In an article in the upcoming issue of Whitehorse 

News, the Whitehorse 
community has been 
encouraged to support Antonio 
Park Primary School Choir in its 
choral endeavour by attending 
on the day ï watch out for it! 
Jane Stamp 
 
RECYCLING NEWS 
Yes!  In 2009 we are still 
collecting corks for recycling. 
 
Place any used corks in the red 

box in the foyer and check out all 
the amazing things that corks 

can be recycled into!  
 
Did you know even the new synthetic corks can 
now be recycled? 
 
éand hear the environment thank you! 
 
Cheers 
Libby and Caitlin Clarke (2BR) 
 

 

 

CRE Teachers 

Urgently 

Required  
 

To ensure all classes receive CRE, we 

urgently need at least 2 more teachers 

who can spare 1-2 hours per week at 

Antonio Park. 

 

We are looking for Christians who are 

willing to be trained in the CRE 

Program....do you know someone who 

could help?   A relative, neighbour..? 

 

You can team-teach with a friend (who 

also needs to be trained) if you lack 

confidence. 

 

All materials and training is provided at 

no cost. 

 

For more information, call Karen on 

9874 1667 or 0414 644 930. 

 

Please prayerfully consider this request. 

              

 

Someone got wet last Friday!!  



   

 

Level 2BR 
Callum Ansell For an outstanding effort in his writing and 

portfolio task! 
 

Level 2ED 
Isaac Petering For your fantastic help in the classroom!  What a 

responsible person you are.  Well done! 
 
 

Level 2ER 
Anita McWilliam For engaging independently in all class routines 

and activities.  Keep up the sensational work 
Anita. 

 
 

Level 2JS 
Murray Myers For always helping out when asked. 
 

Level 2ZR 
Sheridan Sullivan For setting a wonderful example for your 

classmates.  2ZR is lucky to have you.  What a 
star! 

 
 

Level 3AD 
Nicko Weissel For his excellent attitude towards learning and 

his amazing start to Level 3.  Way to go! 
 
 

Level 3JD 
Jack Smith For showing their resilience at the swimming 
Jarred Wickman sports.  Well done! 
 

Level 3LS 
Jacinta Barnett For their terrific courage and resilience at the 
Chloe Munro swimming sports.  Well done! 
 

Level 4FS 
Zach Steenhuis For a super effort in staying on task and 

increasing his output!  Sensational! 
Blake Booth For being cooperative and focussed during 

Senior Choir 
 

Level 4LE 
Georgia Campbell For getting really involved in our swimming 

sports and having a go at the events.  We loved 
the ribbons and face paint! 

 

Level 4RV 
Hannah Bal For your amazing helpfulness and the way you 

lend a hand to keep our classroom in order. 

 

Aussie of the Week Awards 
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