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Thursday March 26, 2009  No. 8 
For Your Diary 

Saturday March 28 FETE DAY ï 12.30 ï 7.30pm 

Sunday  March 29 Fete clean up ï 9.00am 

Tuesday March 30 Parent Night ï David Hornsby ï Spelling 7.30pm 

Friday April 3 Last day term 1 ï 2.30pm dismissal 

Monday April 20 First day of term 2 

Mon-Friday April 27 ï May 1 Level 4 Camp 

Thursday May 7 Cross Country 
Motherôs Day Stall 

Monday  May 18 School Council 

Wednesday May 20 District Cross Country 

Dear Antonio Park families 

Itôs hard to believe that the year has just begun yet, at 
the end of next week time the term will be over. 
Nonetheless many important programs, arrangements 
and relationships have been established and these will 
form the foundations for a successful school year. Our 
literacy and numeracy testing for levels 1 & 2 is 
complete. That every child at these levels has a one-on-
one assessment in English and Maths, is a huge task 
but is valuable in ensuring that each student receives 
the correct instruction for their stage of learning. All 
classes have been engaged in 
the unit of work we call óLearning 
to Learnô. óLearning to Learnô is 
important as students learn 
about class values and norms, 
their own learning styles and the 
expectations we have of them as 
learners. Specialist areas such 
as Art, PE , Music and 
Indonesian are now well 
established for the year and 
aerobics teams (almost 60 
students in grades 4-6) and our 
choirs (around 110 students from 

grades 1-6) have been formed 
and are singing beautifully. All 
parents have had the opportunity 
to attend Parent/Teacher 
discussions and all levels have 
conducted a parent information 
night. One program that is also off and running is our 
Kids Hope program. Our grass on the oval is growing 
furiously and we hope to have the synthetic surfaces on 
the cricket pitch and long jump run up laid before the 
end of term. In addition we ósurvivedô an official opening 
which proved to be a wonderful event. Soon we will be 
auditioning for this yearôs production to be held towards 
the end of June and our level 4s are gearing up for their 
trip to Canberra in the second week of term 2. We are 
about to become one of the first schools in Victoria to 
have solar panels installed as part of the National and 
Victorian Solar in Schools Program and we have been 
busy trying to get our new website ready, although there 

have been a couple of last minute hitches. We hope to 
have these sorted out by next week. In the meantime 
thank you to all the families who have requested to have 
our newsletter sent electronically next term. So far 65 
families have responded and 49 of these will start 
receiving the newsletter this way from the first week of 
term 2. All this has happened in the midst of probably 
one of the most tragic and stressful times that I can 
remember as a teacher. The recent bush fires impacted 
on all of us and will continue to do so in so many 

different ways and at so many 
different levels. 
 
And then of course thereôs THE 
FETE! The last couple of days 
before the fete are always full of 
excitement as our school is turned 
into a giant theme park in 
readiness for Saturday. Every 
year our whole school community 
works so hard in so many ways 
for this event and this year is no 
exception. Parents, staff and 
friends of Antonio Park have spent 

countless hours preparing the 
activities we will all enjoy. Apart 
from having loads of fun on 
Saturday, the fete is an 
opportunity to showcase our 
school and for us to celebrate the 

partnership between home and school that exists here at 
Antonio Park Primary School. Of course this year we are 
also donating 10% of our profits to the bushfire relief 
appeal. I hope to see lots of you at the set up on Friday 
night starting at 3.30pm.  
 
Three-day forecast: 
Thursday  - Shower or two clearing 22 
Friday         - Sunny 19 
Saturday       - Sunny light winds 23. Yes please!!!! 
 
Hans Kueffer, Principal 

 
Antonio Park Primary School 

631-639 Whitehorse Road, MITCHAM  3132 

Hans Kueffer, Principal  Tel:  9874 4371 

Jan MacDonald, Assistant Principal 

 Hans Kueffer, Principal   9874 4371 

 

 
 

 

Happy Birthday to  Amy, Leah, Josh, 

Michael, Jack, Miss D, Rachel, Nicola & 

Maddy  

mailto:antonio.park.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.antoniops.vic.edu.au/


Assistant Principal 
This week, a notice was sent home about 
a óSpelling Session for Parentsô on 
Tuesday March 31, 7.30.- 9.00p.m.  

Please send your reply slip to school by 
Friday.  We look forward to seeing you at 
this very informative session. 

 
Students and teachers have been very busy over the 
past few weeks with Level 2 students going on an 
excursion to Schwerkolt Cottage and having great time 
learning about our past.  Level 1 students had a walk to 
the supermarket to buy their goodies for their óbig 
breakfastô.  They certainly enjoyed the morning and had 
a very healthy, hearty breakfast to start the day!  These 
special days take a lot of organisation and we would like 
to thank the teachers in Level 1 and 2 for planning and 
attention to detail, to ensure all goes smoothly and that 
the students have the opportunities to be involved in a 
wide range of experiences.  
 
Next week the teachers will be involved in Team 
Planning for Term 2.  Each level has a day together to 
discuss, resource and plan for the term.  Students will be 
involved in a program with our specialists on their day: 
Art, Indonesian, Library, Music and Phys Ed.  
 
Have a great week! 
Jan Mac 

 
 
 
Our focus this week is on one of our school values, 
INDEPENDENCE.  
 
Independence is to take risks, to approach tasks with 
confidence, make your own decisions and to problem 
solve.  We asked some Level 2 students when they think 
they are independent and these were the responses: 
 ñI am independent when I solve problems with my 
friends.ò 
ñI am independent when I work quietly.ò 
ñI am independent when I work by myself.ò 
ñI am independent when I play at home by myself and 
when I get myself ready for school.ò 
Part of developing independence in our children involves 
helping them to think for themselves without relying on 
others to solve their problems or make their decisions.  
You can help children become independent by: 

¶ Encouraging them to get themselves ready for 
school in the morning  

¶ Helping them to make their own decisions  

¶ Teaching them to solve their own problems 
 

Once children learn these skills they enjoy a greater 
sense of independence, which then boosts their 
confidence!  Remember, they are never too young to 
start! 
 
 

 

 

Whatôs happening in Level 1? 
Welcome to our first article in the School Newsletter!  
Well, we certainly had fun on our walk to Coles and the 
Big Breakfast this week.  It was a great way to celebrate 
our unit of work on ñA Healthy, Happy Meò.  A big thank 
you to all the parent helpers on the shopping trip and 
helping at the Big Breakfast ï we couldnôt have done it 
without you! 
 
Next week is the last week of term ï wow that went fast!  
We have been so pleased with how the preps have 
settled into the school routines and their positive 
attitudes towards learning.  Donôt forget that on the last 
day of term we finish at 2:30pm. 
 
During the last week of term each level has a planning 
day in preparation for the coming term and the Level 1 
team will be planning on Tuesday.  The Level 1 teachers 
will not be in their grades on that day, instead the 
specialist teachers will take the grades on that day, so 
the children will be having library, art and P.E. on 
Tuesday instead of their normal days.  So make sure 
you come prepared for the specialist lessons on 
Tuesday.   
 
In both literacy and maths next week we will be revising 
what we have learnt over this term and completing some 
Easter activities. 
Have a great week, 
Natalie, Elizabeth, Carly and Janet. 
 

Whatôs Happening in Level 2? 
Our excursion to Schwerkolt Cottage last Friday was a 
success with all students enjoying a day of learning 
about the past.  Level 2 students had the opportunity to 
explore the cottage and surrounding buildings, as well 
as walk through the museum and play some óolden dayô 
games.  It certainly gave us all a great inside look into 
our local history.  Thanks again to the parents who 
helped on the day, it is very much appreciated. 
 
We have now completed our unit on time and will be 
focusing on addition and place value over the next week.  
By now your child should be able to tell oôclock and half 
past times on analogue and digital clocks.  A great game 
to play at home with your child is óWhatôs the time Mr. 
Wolf?ô - so give it a go! 
 
We are all looking forward to the fete this Saturday.  As 
you will be aware, all grades are required to run a stall 
with their buddy grade at certain times during the fete.  
The Level 2 stalls this year are: 
2ED Colouring competition 
2BR Sponge throw 
2JS Jellybean guess 
2ZR and 2ER Mini golf 
 
A special request for parents of 2JS.  Please see Jenny 
for further details about your childôs rostered stall times if 
you are unsure.   
 
We are looking forward to seeing you all there! 
Have a wonderful week, 
Emma-Jane, Emily, Bonnie, Zoe and Jenny 
 

Whatôs happening in Level 3 
What a term weôve had so far!  Our Knowing You, 
Knowing Me unit has been a great way to get to know 



ourselves, others in the classroom and our families.  
One of the most important aspects of this unit has been 
to identify things we are all confident at doing well and 
some we can improve on and through making mistakes, 
(which we all do!), it has been a terrific way to 
understand how we best learn!  Some of the recent 
exciting activities we have been doing in the classroom 
include: the students writing their own Autobiographies 
on their lives, timelines that have included some 
important snapshots and memories from the past and an 
Integrated Studies brochure on themselves called ñYour 
friend for a Lifetimeò, where the students have sold their 
good qualities and why they would make a good friend. 
 
As a team we have been really pleased with the 
studentsô progress and we are looking forward to 
finishing off the term next week in a pleasing manner. 
 
Some REMINDERS for this week!  All studentsô need to 
make sure their first HOMEWORK activities are handed 
in by tomorrow Friday March 
27.  The early enthusiasm 
towards homework has been 
great and it will be interesting to 
see whether or not that 
continues through the year?!?!?!  
We hope so, well done champs! 
 
Please ensure that all of the 
notes that have been sent home 
regarding Fete stall helping 
times have been returned to 
school so that we have as many 
helpers as possible on the day.  
 
If any parents havenôt already voiced 
their interest for being a parent helper 
at this yearsô camp, please do so by 
seeing your childôs teacher by tomorrow Friday, March 
27.  If you are unable to get to school, a quick note sent 
to school with your child will suffice. 
 
A reminder to continue with 20 minutes a night of Home 
Reading! 
 
See you at the Fete!  
Amy, Karen, Jane and Lachlan 
 

Whatôs Happening Level 4? 
Last week our óLearning to Learnô unit saw our 
classrooms transform into science labs with the children 
dissecting sheep brains.  The children worked in small 
groups to carefully examine and then dissect a sheepôs 
brain in order to locate and see its different parts.  The 
children were amazed to see just how similar a sheepôs 
brain is to a humanôs brain.  The children were fantastic 
throughout this learning experience with only a few 
needing a little fresh air at different times in order to 
settle their tummies.  Thanks to Mrs. Rogan for 
organising and buying our brains for us ï even though 
she couldnôt quite bring herself to take part in any of the 
dissections.  Any children who were absent last 
Thursday will dissect their sheepôs brain when the 
children from Somers Camp return.  
 
Homework!  This weekôs homework sheet will be the last 
one for the term.  Congratulations and thanks to all the 
students who have regularly completed and submitted 

their homework.  We have been amazed at the standard 
and presentation of the homework we have been 
receiving each week.  It has been fantastic to see the 
children take pride in their work whilst continuing to 
develop their time management and home study skills.  
 
Transition!  It has been wonderful to see many parents 
and children taking the opportunity to visit and tour 
different secondary colleges.  This is an extremely 
valuable experience that can greatly assist with the 
decision of selecting a secondary college for the future.  
On Tuesday a few students and teachers from 
Parkwood Secondary College spoke to our Grade 6 
students and shared a little about the programs their 
secondary college offers as well as what secondary 
college life can entail.  Please remember to read the 
Community Noticeboard in the newsletter as well as our 
Level 4 Noticeboard for upcoming secondary college 
information nights and tours.  Please note that 
Transition Forms and Information will be sent home 

with each Grade 6 student 
next week.  Also if there are any 
parents who would like 
information or are considering 
applying for entry to Camberwell 
High School you need to see Mr. 
Sama.  
 
A friendly reminder for families 
that with just under five weeks to 
go until we depart for Canberra it 
is important that any medical 
forms not yet returned to school 
are returned as soon as 
possible.  Preparation for this 

yearôs camp continues and we remind 
families that final payment is due first 
day back of Term 2.  Earlier this week 

students received a PG Movie Permission form and we 
would appreciate having all of these signed and returned 
by tomorrow.  Over the coming weeks more camp 
updates will be sent home.  However if you have any 
questions about our Canberra Camp please see your 
classroom teacher.  
 
Last Friday we played a óFriendlyô round of sport against 
Yarra Road Primary School.  With our Grade 6s 
attending our annual Mulluana Sports Day, our Grade 
5s, and nine sensational Grade 4 students, took up the 
challenge to represent our school.  Congratulations to 
the Grade 4s who filled in for us as well as Grade 5s 
who swapped teams so that everybody could play.  
Thanks also to Mr. McMenaman who worked endlessly 
to organise and rearrange all the teams so that each 
team had enough players. 
 
This week is our last round of Summer Sport and we are 
playing Ringwood Heights P.S.  The teams playing at 
home are Basketball, Rounders and Bat Tennis whilst 
the teams playing away are Cricket, Volleystars and T-
Ball.  Enjoy reading our second last Summer Sports 
reports.  
 
T-Ball 
On Friday we played T-Ball against Yarra Road.  The 
scores were 22 ï 12.  We won!  Harry, Tom and I all 
made three homeruns.  Jack and Kyle did some great 
fielding and got a lot of people out.  We would like to 
thank Georgia and Jess for coming along and playing for 

 

Aussies of the Week  



us.  Also a big thanks to Robyn for being our coach. 
James F 4RV 
 
Bat Tennis 
Last Friday we played Bat Tennis against Yarra Road.  
There were no scores taken.  We would like to thank the 
Grade 4 students for filling in.  We all played great.  
Lisa M 4LE 
 
Cricket 
On Friday we played cricket against Yarra Road.  We 
won the toss and elected to field.  We started with our 
superstar bowler Brad.  He got 0-12.  Harrison also 
dominated the bowling.  At the end of their innings they 
were 0-67.  Our openers Matthew Fox and Vinny 
(Vincent Meagher) made a five run partnership which 
was good work.  Our run makers were Matt Wilson and 
Harrison.  I made 4, Dylan made 5 and Cody made 1 not 
out.  I would like to thank Cody, Matt and Dylan for 
helping us out.  
Sabien T 4RV 
 
See you at the FETE! 
Level 4 Team 
Lauren, Ruth, Stella and Frank 
 

Art News 
Many thanks to the families who 
continue to drop off bits and pieces 
for use in Studio Belajar.    
 
Can we encourage you to collect 
those plastic bottle tops from 
milk/water/soft drink bottles, empty 

match boxes, cardboard tubes (eg from gladwrap) and 
cereal boxes.  
Many thanks  
Janet George and Ashlea French 
 

Good Friday Appeal 
The annual Royal Childrenôs 
Hospital Good Friday Appeal is 
approaching.  If you would like to 
make a donation to this worthwhile 
cause, please return your donation 
in the envelope sent home with 

the school newsletter, or your own envelope, clearly 
marked ñGood Friday Appeal.ò 
Kindly return all donations to school by Wednesday April 
1 so that we can forward your donations to the Good 
Friday Appeal Fund. 
 
Give that they may grow! 
Thank you for your valuable support, 
Stella Rogan 
Social Service Co-ordinator 
 

Earth Hour 
People from many countries 
all around the world will take 
part in Earth Hour this 
Saturday, March 28. 
 
Due to our school fete falling 
on this date we are 
encouraging Antonio Park families to still take part in the 
success of Earth Hour by switching off your lights for 

one hour this Sunday, March 29 between 8.30pm and 
9.30pm. 
 
Save energy by switching off your lights and all electrical 
appliances this Sunday.  By doing this you can help 
control the future of our planet for future generations. 
 

Whitehorse Council Sustainable Living 
Week 
 
Sustainable Living Week starts 
from today and runs until next 
Friday, April 3.  You can get 
involved in sustainable living by: 

¶ Saving Water 

¶ Turning off dripping taps 

¶ Saving energy and 
switching off lights when 
they are not in use 

¶ Recycling plastic bottles, 
paper, cardboard and cans 

¶ Composting food scraps 

¶ Planting trees and shrubs 

¶ Participating in Earth Hour this Sunday between 
8.30 and 9.30pm 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
(Please check Community Noticeboard for further details) 

 
 

¶ Heatherdale Auskick 2009 Registration day 
April 4, 900-10.00am, Heatherdale Reserve, 
Purches Street, Mitcham.  Contact Roger Brown 
0413 123 811 or register 
www.aflauskick.com.au 

 

¶ Mullauna College Open Night, Tuesday April 
28, 7.30pm.  Tours call 9874 3422 

 

¶ Camberwell High School Open Night, Tuesday 
May 5, 6.30-8.30pm.  Day tours available 9836 
0555, www.camhigh.vic.edu.au 
 

¶ Blackburn High School Open Night, Monday 
April 27, 7.30pm.  Tours available.  Contact 
9878 4477 

http://www.aflauskick.com.au/
http://www.camhigh.vic.edu.au/


APPS TOUR De PARK 2009 
 

SCHOOL HOUSE CROSS COUNTRY 
 
On Thursday, May 7 Level 3 and 4 students will be participating in the School 
House Cross Country event.  Starting at 9.30am the children aged up to 10 
years in 2009 will run 2km while those turning 11, 12 or 13 this year will run 
3km. 
 
All students who complete the course will receive points for their House and a 
participation ribbon.  The top ten boys and girls in each age group will go on 
and represent our school at the District Cross Country on May 20 at Domeney 
Reserve, Park Orchards. 
 
Please wear your House Colours, appropriate footwear and clothing to run in 
and keep warm in before and after your event.  Donôt forget to support your 
fellow team members. 
 
You may wish to bring with you a drink bottle and those children who require 
asthma sprays please donôt forget to bring them along and use them. 
 
We require about five parent officials on the day.  The event will be finished by 
11.00am.  If you are able to lend a hand please complete the form below and 
return it to Darren or Annette by Friday May 1. 
 
 
Thank you 
Darren McMenaman 
Annette Hayes 

 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
APPS TOUR De PARK 2009 

 
SCHOOL HOUSE CROSS COUNTRY 

 
 
I am able to assist on Thursday May 7 from 9.15 am until 11.00 am for the 
House Cross Country Event. 
 
Name: ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Signed: ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 



 

Level 1CB 
Matthew West For working hard with his reading.  Showing great 

results. 
 

Level 1EA 
Isabella Bradley For your enthusiasm for all we do at school.  Keep it up 

Isabella! 
 
 

Level 1NM 
Mikayla Jones For being a wonderful class role model and displaying 

ótop listeningô skills.  Congratulations and keep up the 
excellent effort! 

 
 

Level 2ED 
Noah Gosnell For always encouraging others and being such a kind 

and loyal friend. 
 

Level 2ER 
Flynn Nott For fantastic leadership skills that you display on a 

daily basis. 
 

 

Level 2BR 
Cooper Bonetti For always taking care with the presentation of your 

work.  You always produce such great results! 
 
 

Level 2ZR 
Charlee Brooks For your admirable behaviour throughout our visit to 

Schwerkolt Cottage.  You are a credit to 2ZR and 
Antonio Park. 

 

Level 2JS 
Ella Gurry For showing bravery and resilience when hurt.  
Nihi Sobron Welcome to Antonio Park PS. 
 

Level 3AD 
Natassya Aarons Dunn For her endless supply of kindness and friendship 

towards all the students in 3AD.  What a beautiful friend 
you are! 

 

Level 3JD 
Preet Patel For his enthusiasm in Maths and his fantastic additional 

work.  Well done. 
 

Level 3KD 
Emily Salmon For your focussed approach to everything you do and 

always trying to achieve your personal best.  You are a 
fantastic role model. 

 

Level 3LS 

Molly Dickson For persevering through the week to complete all tasks 
in an exceptional manner.  Keep up the great work 
Molly! 

 

Level 4FS 
Emily Hendrie For always adding her artistic flair and creativity to 

learning experiences. 
 

Level 4LE 

Sam Brooks For his positive effort and enthusiasm towards all 
activities at the Grade 6 Sports Day.  Not to mention his 
brilliant sportsmanship and encouragement. 

 

Level 4RV  
Madi Robertson For your positive attitude to your learning and your 

enthusiasm when trying something new ï especially 
brain dissections! 

 

Art 

Isaac Petering 2ED For showing initiative and being an excellent helper in 
art!  Youôre a star!! 

 

Aussie of the Week Awards 
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10 Wilana St Ringwood  
 

Specialising in swim lessons 

for Toddlers, Pre - Schoolers 

and Primary School children.  
 

 

 

April Scho ol Holiday Swim 
Program 

April 14 ð 17 
 

We are also taking booking 
for regular weekly classes in 

Term 2  
 
 

For enquiries and bookings 

please call Trevor on 9879 

7760. Or go to  

www.seamonkeys.com.au  

Trawool Valley Resort  
School Holiday  

        
We were fortunate to be asked to 
accommodate the New South Wales Fire 
fighters over the past weeks and they 
have now gone home to their families  
after performing a brilliant job for us. 

 
 

The Resort is now back to normality 
accommodating our conferences and 
leisure guests.  We just want everyone to 
know that it is safe to come back and 
enjoy some country hospitality at 
Trawool and we would like to offer the 
following School Holiday Special  

 
Let the kids enjoy all of the Resort  

facilities such as Indoor Heated  
Swimming Pool and spa, Tennis,  

Squash, Table tennis or more  
 
Or you may like to visit one of our many 
local attractions such as Avenel Maze or 
Kerrisdale Mountain Railway Museum 
Room Only Package  

Family Suite 2 Adults 2 Children $225 per night  
 

Stay 2 nights and receive 25 % discount   
Minimum 2 nights apply for Easter  

 
Call (03) 57921444 to make a Reservation   

8150 Goulburn Valley Highway Trawool 3660 
Not redeemable for cash or credit  
Offer valid April 09 School Holidays 



 

 

Where:  Funõn Fashion, 41 Cook Road, Mitcham 

 

Half Price Toy & 

Scrapbooking  

Discontinued and end of line . . . .  

   Crystal Fairy toys , jewellery & hair access.  

   Pink Paws òbuild a bearó range 

   Barbie & Disney Musical Toys  

 Sandylion stickers and scrapbooking  

 50% off  
the marked prices  

Goods to the value of 5% of your purchases will be donated to Pre -
school or school of your choice  

éNOW OPEN  

THURSDAY  9.00 am to 4.00 pm 


