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Thursday April 2, 2009  No. 9 
For Your Diary 

Friday April 3 Last day term 1 ï 2.30pm dismissal 

Monday April 20 First day of term 2 

Mon-Friday April 27 ï May 1 Level 4 Camp 

Sunday May 3 Montsalvat Senior and Junior Choir 

Wednesday May 6 Motherôs Day Stall 

Thursday May 7 Cross Country 

Monday  May 18 School Council 

Wednesday May 20 District Cross Country 

Saturday May 23 Trivia Night 

Dear Antonio Park families  

Wow! What an amazing day we had on Saturday at 
our Medieval Madness fete. The fete was a 
wonderful school community event and a tribute to 
the great sense of teamwork 
that is evident at Antonio 
Park Primary School. That 
everything seemed to go 
right ï including the weather 
which was just perfect, is a 
measure of the hard work of 
so many people over such a 
long time and I canôt 
remember a larger turnout of 
school families, friends, past 
students, staff and families 
from the neighbourhood. 

Since Saturday, I have 
received many favourable 
comments about the fete 
from people both within and 
outside the school, as no 
doubt many of you have. It just makes you feel 
good to be part of such a great school. 
 
A success of the fete depends so much on the 
willingness of our community to give freely of their 
time, energy and resources. For many of us our 

regular routines are put 
on hold to make 
decorations, seek 
sponsors, book 
activities, arrange 
rosters, comply with 
food handling 
regulations, organise 
waste disposal and 
cleaning, provide 
sufficient furniture, run 
competitions, book 
entertainment and the 

myriad of other jobs that contribute to a successful 
major school event. 
 

There are so many people to 
thank that I wonôt attempt to 
name them here, however, I 
must pay a huge tribute to the 
organising committee of Karita 
Brokenshire, Anne Hammond 
and Anthony Grace who started 
planning the fete last winter. 
They proved to be a great team 
and the fact that everything ran 
so smoothly speaks volumes for 
their energy, planning and 
foresight. Certainly from my 

perspective they made my job a 
whole lot easier. Thank you 
Karita, Anne and Anthony from 
all of us! 
 

The committeeôs energy seemed to draw help from 
every part of our community and this was one of 
the great outcomes from Saturday. I canôt 
remember a better set up, pack up and clean up. 
We are very appreciative of the fact that the school 
was ready for staff and students again on Monday 
morning. This year again we promoted ourselves 
as a óWaste Wiseô event and the fact that we 
achieved 69% recycling is just great. 
Special thanks to: 

¶ the stall coordinators who spent countless 
hours planning, worrying, nagging and 
encouraging 

¶ all those who supervised stalls and 
entertainment 

¶ every family that made a basket for the 
Pennies from Heaven 

¶ all the people who donated goods and 
equipment 
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Happy Birth day to  James, Domenic, 

Jasmine, Matthew, Jessica, Tara, 

Jessica, Puneet & Octavie  
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¶ all those who arranged sponsorship and 
donations 

¶ the money counters who spent all day 
counting 

¶ the administration staff who had a huge 
volume of extra work to deal 
with 

¶ the people who donated their 
technical expertise and 
energy to keep the whole 
show running 

¶ parents who spent many 
hours baking cakes, and 
preparing and serving food 

¶ organisers of lighting and 
arrangers of tables 

¶ the school staff for helping 
with so many of the 
necessary tasks without 
which the fete would not 
have been such a success.  

¶ past parents for their 
continued participation and 
interest in our school 

¶ the KIDS who were fantastic once again 
and should be particularly congratulated for 
their great stalls. 

 
We thank the major sponsors of our fete; Antoniou 
Cabinets, Bassearth, Melbourne 
Sports Tours, Eclipse Gymnastics 
and Taylors Property Services and 
hope they will continue their 
association with us next year.  
We also thank Tony Curcio (Coates 
Hire) for his generous support. 
 
I know that there are many people 
waiting for THE RESULT. 
Unfortunately a final figure will not be 
known until all costs have been 
identified. We expect to be able to do 
this by the post fete dinner on 
Wednesday April 22. I hope to see 
you there.  
 
BUILDING THE EDUCATION REVOLUTION 
Several weeks ago the Federal Government 
announced an economic stimulus package. 
Included in it is 12.4 billion dollars for Australiaôs 
primary schools (over 7,500 across the country). 
Information about what this means for schools in 
Victoria has started to flow. Below is a summary of 
my report on this, which was presented at our 
recent school council meeting: 
 
There are two parts to the program. 
 

1. Primary Schools for the 21st Century ï we 
are eligible for $2,500,000 (primary schools 
between 300 and 400 students). Essentially 
funds can be used for new libraries, new 

multipurpose halls, covered outdoor 
learning areas, classrooms, and 
refurbishment of existing buildings.  

 
2. National School Pride Program ï we are 

eligible for $150,000 
(primary schools between 
300 and 400 students). 
These funds are for 
refurbishment of buildings, 
upgrades or construction 
of fixed shade structures, 
covered outdoor learning 
areas, sporting grounds 
and facilities, green 
upgrades etc (funds 
cannot be used for 
portable items e.g. 
computers).  

 
The process of accessing the 
funds is non competitive. 
 
We have been asked to submit 

applications according to very short timelines. 
These timelines do not allow for the normal 
consultation and planning processes to be 
followed. The governmentôs aim is to have schools 
under construction by midyear.  

 
Funding timelines will be as follows: 
 

¶ Round 1 - disadvantaged 
schools (20%) 

¶ Round 2 ï June (40%) 

¶ Round 3 ï TBA (40%) 
 
At our school council meeting it was 
decided to form a subcommittee to 
deal with this as a matter of urgency. 
Joining me on this committee are 
Peter Brigham, John Powson, 
Warren Gray, Justin Ezard and Jan 
MacDonald.  
 
We have engaged an architect who is 

working on the following priorities: 
 
National School Pride Program ï  

¶ Fencing along western boundary 

¶ Fixed furniture for school grounds 

¶ Nets behind goal posts 
 
Primary Schools for the 21st Century ï  

¶ Music/Performing Arts/ language centre to 
replace Activity Centre 

¶ Enhancements to the hall ï new timber 
floor, acoustic treatment and improved 
lighting 

¶ Replacement of our PA system 
 



The subcommittee will meet with the architect 
during the first week of term 2 to review the plans 
to be submitted to the DEECD. Information will be 
available through our newsletter as it comes to 
hand. 
 
While funding isnôt necessarily fait accompli 
(DEECD make a recommendation to the 
Commonwealth on funding priorities) we are 
proceeding with the expectation that at least some 
if not all of our priorities will be funded. 
 
NEW WEBSITE 
Our new website should be óliveô by the time you 
read this newsletter. We hope you enjoy exploring 
it over the holidays. Further work will be done to 
enhance and add to the information available in the 
coming weeks. We encourage you to MAKE OUR 
WEBSITE YOUR HOMEPAGE as this has the 
potential to raise revenue for our school. Just click 
on www.antoniops.vic.edu.au 
 
 
As well, over 60 families will begin receiving our 
newsletter electronically from week 1 next term. If 
you wish to be added to the 
distribution list please return 
the reply slip published in 
recent newsletters. 
 
FAREWELL 
This week we say goodbye 
to the Reeves family who 
have moved to Black Rock. 
Best wishes at your new 
school Nicola and Natalie. 
 
Wishing you a safe and 
happy holiday! 
 
Hans Kueffer 
PRINCIPAL 
 
 
Assistant Principal 

 
Itôs hard to believe that a whole term has 
gone by! 
It has been an exciting one with all 
students settling into their new classes 
over the term, and the preps completing 

a fantastic first term at school! 
 
Spelling Session  
What a great night we had on Tuesday night with 
David Hornsby. About 80 parents and teachers 
listened to and discussed with David, how, as 
parents, we can help our children with their 
spelling. David shared with us some interesting 
statistics: the most outstanding being from the 

Organisation for Economic Cooperation 
Development (OECD) that states in 2006, Australia 
was second out of 57 countries the world in literacy 
with Finland being first. Considering we have a 
multicultural society, this is very impressive! This 
study is done every three years.  
 
David discussed and modelled the three main 
spelling strategies that assist with spelling words.  
 

¶ visual memory: how the word looks 

¶ listening to the sounds in the words and 
writing the letters that represent those 
sounds  

¶ using meaning to decipher a word e.g. 
Mediterranean- medi means middle: terra 
means earth: ean means sea (the sea in the 
middle of the earth) subterranean- sub 
means under: terra means earth 
(underground). Not only does what we know 
about each word help us but words are 
linked to other words.  

 
David gave us some words to write and then 

explained what 
strategy we were 
using to spell the 
words, using the 
three strategies 
mentioned above. 
There was lots of 
laughter as we 
looked at our 
attempts! 
His message to us 
was to always get 
children to write 
words and never to 
just spell orally. 
Children need to 
see the word 
written. 

 
David gave us an honest and 

reassuring message about how to help our children 
and that parents know their child the best and want 
the best for their child. Spending time with your 
child, playing with words and reading wonderful 
stories to your child is a reward for all parties. 
 
Please contact your childôs teacher if you have 

questions, as parent/teacher/student 
partnership is vital to your childôs learning 

journey. 
 
 
 

Enjoy your holiday break and happy reading! 
Jan Mac   

 

 

Aussies of the Week  
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Whatôs Happening in Level 1? 

Thank You! 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our 
fantastic parent helpers throughout the term.  Your 
support has allowed us to plan great learning 
experiences such as our Walk to Coles, Big Breakfast, 
and literacy activities in our classrooms. 
 
Keep up the great reading at home over the end of term 
break.  We would encourage students to revisit books 
from their own bookshelves instead of take home books 
over this time.  
 
Next term our school production will all start to happen.  
A separate note has been sent home today with your 
child explaining some of the ins and outs of our yearly 
production.  Due to our production we will start our PMP 
(Perceptual Motor Program) in term 3. 
 
Have a fantastic safe break, 
Elizabeth, Natalie, Carly and Janet 
 

Whatôs Happening in Level 2? 
Thank you to everyone who 
donated and helped out at the 
Fete.  The children in level two all 
enjoyed supervising at the 
Colouring Competition, the Mini 
Golf, Sponge Throw and of course 
the Jellybean Guess, which were 
all great successes.  When we 
work together we can achieve 
anything.   
 
Another busy term comes to an end and the level two 
teachers would like to also thank the parents who have 
worked in our rooms and helped out at home.  We are 
all looking forward to a relaxing and well deserved 
holiday break.  
Happy holidays to all from the Level 2 Team. 
 

Whatôs happening in Level 3? 
Thank you to all of the students and parents who helped 
out at all of our stalls, Lucky bottles, Craft Stall and Bean 
Bag Toss, at the Fete on Saturday.  It was a terrific turn 
out and didnôt the weather turn it on for us all?  I just 
hope that all of you have booked in your checkups at the 
dentist as Iôd say 50% of lollies consumed in Australia 
last Saturday were consumed at our Medieval Fete!  
Thank you to the organisers again for a fantastic job, it 
ran so smoothly guys.  Well done! 
 
Next term we will be beginning our Unit; Stack It, 
Packet, Sell It!  The unit will have a design, creativity 
and technological focus and the students will look at 
areas involving packaging, design and advertising.  Stay 
tuned early next term for further breaking news on the 
unit and things to look forward to! 
 
Thanks to all of the Level 3 parents who popped in for a 
little schooling themselves on Tuesday night at our 
David Hornsby parent information evening on Spelling.  I 
think youôll agree it was a very informative evening from 
which we can build on our students spelling progress at 

school and at home.  Feel free to pop in and see your 
childôs teacher if you need any guidance, advice or 
further information. 
Well, as always it seems like 9 weeks has been and 
gone in a flash and after a tremendous term itôs now 
time for a holiday.  Be safe, enjoy yourselves and most 
of all have a relaxed and fun break! 
 
Level 3 Team 
Amy, Jane, Karen and Lachlan 
 

Whatôs Happening In Level 4? 
The whole school was buzzing last week 
in anticipation of the Fete and what a 

wonderful success it was.  Thank you to all 
Level 4 students who worked hard on their 
stalls and supported their buddies 

brilliantly.  All students can be proud of the way they 
helped raise money for our school as well as having 
heaps of fun at the same time. 
 
Congratulations to our sporting 
Level 4 students who have 
participated in our Summer 
Sports program.  All students 
competed extremely well, showing 
excellent sportsmanship and great 
sporting skills.  Special 
congratulations to our Bat Tennis 
team who won all their matches and have made it to the 
Zone Finals ï Well Done! 
 
Inter-School Winter Sports will begin on Friday May 8.  
Students will be putting in their team preferences this 
week and teams will be finalised early next term. 
 
By the time you read this there will only be six school 
days left until camp (of course there are two weeks of 
school holidays before camp as well!!)  
Thank you to all parents and students 

who have returned medical 
forms and PG permission 
forms.  More information will be 
sent out to you in the first week 

back of school and just a friendly 
reminder that all camp payments 

need to be finalised by the first day of Term 2.  If you 
have any questions or queries about our camp, please 
donôt hesitate to contact your classroom teacher. 
 
On Tuesday all Grade 6 students received their 
transition forms.  Please complete these and return 
them to school as soon as possible.  If you have any 
questions about transition please donôt hesitate to 
contact your classroom teacher. 
 
And just when you thought things were 
winding down for the end of 
termé.here comes 
Production!!!  All Grade 6 
students had the opportunity 
today to audition for our school 
production for 2009 ï The Wizard 
of Oz.  Well done to all those brave 
thespians who auditioned for a role. You will find out the 
cast list early next term.  Rehearsals for all students in 
Level 4 will begin early in Term 2. 
 



 
 
SPORTS REPORTS 
Last Friday we played T-Ball against Ringwood Heights.  
It was a good game.  The scores were 19-9.  
Unfortunately we lost.  Eliza did some huge shots, and 
weôd like to thank Emily and Mikayla from the cricket 
team for playing. 
 
On Friday we played Bat Tennis against Ringwood 
Heights.  We won 32 ï 17.  We all played well with Sam 
B having some great hits.  Sam A and Lawrence along 
with Nathan and Tom M won their matches 7 to 0.  
Adam and Tom W had a close game.  Well done 
everybody ï we have made it to the Zone Finals. 
Madhav, Melanie and Kaylah 
 
On Friday we played boys T-Ball and it was a great day 
for sport.  We lost 4 to 11.  We all played well but Harry 
was very good smashing the ball to the other side of the 
ground and got two home runs which wasnôt surprising 
because he always does.  Kyle and James were good in 
the field.  Antonio Park and Ringwood Heights were very 
supportive.  And thanks to Robyn for coaching us kids. 
 
In the cricket we played Ringwood Heights.  When we 
began we were sent into fielding.  Josh Kral was the first 
bowler and in the first ball he got someone a golden 
duck, diving, caught and bowled.  Next to get someone 
out was Jake hitting the middle stump and taking a run 
out.  Blake also got a wicket while Ryan B fielded 
brilliantly.  When we started batting Vincent and Jake 
opened as a great team.  Jake made 2 and Vincent 
made 3.  When Sam come in he smashed two 4s and 
was 13 not out.  Mikayla made her first run as well.  In 
the end we won the first game for cricket in nearly three 
seasons.  The scores were Ringwood Heights 6/27, us 
2/32. 
 
On Friday we played Ringwood Heights in Volleystars.  
We lost 4 sets to 0.  In the second set the ball hit Nicole, 
bounced off Saschaôs head and Ayla caught it!  She was 
in the third row and she had to get it over the neté5 
seconds later she got it over the net and she won the 
point.  Also the T-ball team was there cheering us on. 
So a big thankyou to the T-Ball team and Miss French 
for coaching us. 
Brianna Melville 
 
Last Friday we played girls basketball against Ringwood 
Heights.  The scores were 28-0.  We lost.  Courtney was 
a great defender and Belinda and Eliza got the ball down 
the court a lot.  We may not have won a game but we 
had a fantastic time.  Thanks to Miss Emmerson for 
coaching and umpiring.  GO A.P.P.S.! 
Maddie Johns 

 

Fete 
What a fantastic weekend.  Here are all the Fete 
winners: 

¶ Raffle 
1

st
 Holiday Julie  

2
nd

 Wii Dalli family 
3

rd
 Melbourne Sports Mitchell Plummer 

4
th

 Dinner Ann Frost  

¶ Spinning Wheel 
Chocolate Pack Denis 
Daiseyôs Voucher Lyn Thurlig 

¶ Best Dressed 
Mitcham Hotel Voucher Cruiz Halifax 1EA 

¶ Lucky Number - 392 
$250.00 Graeme Johns 

¶ Jelly Bean Guess ï 1816 
Natasha Wickman ï 1817 

¶ Stage Auction 
Boys Bike $200 Bev 
Girls Bike $200 Czapla 
Drama $110 Shane 
Dog Kennel $120 Sue 
DJ $130 APPS Staff 
Medallion $260 Ross Maxwell 1NM 
Gym $250 Hans 
Teachers $835 Rosemary Smith 
 
 

 

 

 
LOST 

 
Lost at beginning of Term 1 

Bomber Jacket 
Name inside ï Amber Dinnington 

 
Please return to 4RV 

Thank you 

 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
(Please see Community Noticeboard for 

further details) 
 

¶ Blackburn Tennis Club, 73 Eley Road, 
Blackburn South ï Mel Ref:  61 H5 ï Mumôs 
Tennis Program, Monday April 27 to Friday 
May 29.  Registration please contact coach 
Dave King 0433 833 092 

 

¶ Heathmont Baptist Church and the Sew and 
Sew Quilters present óAll our own Work Quilt 
Fair 2009ô, Friday April 24, 10.00am to 
5.00pm and Saturday April 25, 12 noon to 
5.00pm ï 78 Cuthbert Street, Heathmont 



 

 

I liked my 

breaky at 

school. Joshie 

 

On Wednesday I liked 

the hot cross buns at 

the Big Breakfast. 

Saransh 

 

The doors opened at the Big 

Breakfast. Lochlan Whyte 

 

At the Big Breakfast the doors 

opened between Miss Mackayõs and 

Miss Briantõs classroom. Ben. S 

 

On Wednesday Miss 

Mackay and Miss Briantõs 

doors opened for the Big 

Breakfast. Mikayla 

 

On Wednesday we 

had our Big 

Breakfast at school. I 

had hot cross buns. 

Georgia Linnett 

 

On Wednesday the Big 

Breakfast was fun. 

Connor 

 

We had all the doors 

opened for the Big 

Breakfast. Abbey 

 

On Wednesday I had 

orange juice at the Big 

Breakfast. Sarah 


