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Thursday May 14, 2009  No. 13 
For Your Diary 

Monday  May 18 School Council 

Mon-Fri May 18 ï 22 Education Week 

Tuesday May 19 Prep tours 9.30am 

Wednesday May 20 District Cross Country 
Open Day       2.30 ï 3.30pm 
Open Night    6.00 ï 7.30pm 

Thursday May 21 Prep tours 9.30am 

Saturday May 23 Trivia Night 
Aerobics - Camberwell 

Sunday May 31 Working Bee ï 9.00am ï 12.00noon 

Monday June 1 Whole School Indonesian Day 

Friday June 12 Curriculum Day 

Wednesday June 17 Production ï Yarra Valley Grammar School 

Thursday June 18 Production ï Yarra Valley Grammar School 

Dear Antonio Park families  

Next week we celebrate Education 
Week in Victorian schools. For a while 
now, thanks to our Education Week 
committee of Natalie MacKay, Janet 
George, Carly Briant, Emma Jane 
Demsky, Zoe Ravenscroft, Lauren 
Emmerson, Amy Diedrich and Lachlan 
Sayer, we have been preparing events 
and activities that showcase the great 
things that happen at Antonio Park 
Primary School. Buddy activities, Open 
Day and Night, performances by our 
Choirs and Aerobics teams, an 
activities day and tours for 
prospective preps for 2010 on 
Tuesday, are just some of the things 
happening in our school next week. Naturally these plans generate a 
whole lot of activity, but amid all this, it is worth reflecting for a 
moment on what we have to celebrate. In recent years there has 
been a great amount of research into what makes a healthy learning 
environment and generally the elements fall into several categories. 
The quality of the home/school partnership is fundamental in leading 
to successful outcomes in students. Together we have a shared 
responsibility in creating and sustaining a climate where learning is 
valued and celebrated. The relationship is underpinned by great 
communication and a shared set of values that are widely known and 
celebrated.  
 
It is important that through this partnership of teachers and parents 
we nurture an environment where studentsô attempts at learning are 
encouraged and praised at every opportunity. If students are 
exposed to a climate of fear, punishment and ridicule all they learn is 
how to put fear into others, how to punish and how to make others 
feel foolish. We learn best through having a go, making mistakes and 
being encouraged along the way.  
 
Studentsô connectedness to school is another major indicator of 
successful schools. How connected do our students feel to their 
teachers, their peers and to the school? Research tells us that the 

stronger this connection the greater the 
likelihood of success. Therefore we need to 
constantly create opportunities and develop 
relationships where this sense of 
connectedness can flourish through shared 
experiences, interaction, teamwork, 
celebration and feedback.  
 
Finally we need to provide students with 
challenging learning opportunities that meet 
their individual needs. Also, we need to 
have high expectations of students not just 
with their efforts with learning, but also with 

their interactions with others in the school.  
 
So to my mind next week we celebrate 

four main things. They are: 

¶ Our partnership between home and school  

¶ A positive learning environment where students achieve 
success over and over and over. 

¶ The connectedness of students to our school 

¶ The excitement of learning 
 
Next weekôs special activities include: 

¶ Gifted and talented workshops ï Monday May 18 

¶ Open Day ï Wednesday 2.30-3.30pm  

¶ Open Night ï Wednesday 6.00-6.45pm followed by Aerobics 
and Choir performances in our hall from 6.45-7.30pm 

¶ Whole school activities day Friday 9.15-10.45am 
 
As well tours for families with a prep beginning in 2010 will 
commence at 9.30am on Tuesday and Thursday.  
 
WELCOME 
Welcome to Leon Xu and family who started at our school this week. 
Leon is in Mrs Demskyôs class. 
 
Hans Kueffer 
PRINCIPAL
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Happy birthday to  Vivian, Lucy, Sam & Alex  
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Assistant Principal 
This week, the Year 3 and 5 students sat 
for the National Assessment Plan in 
Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN).  The 
students spent part of three days this 
week, on Reading, Writing, Language 
Conventions and Numeracy.  Well done 

to everyone including the Level 3 and 4 teachers who 
organised the days so well.  Data results will be sent to 
us through the Department of Education and Early 
Childhood Development (DEECD).  Parents will be 
notified of their childôs results when they are sent to the 
school. 
 
UNSW Writing Competition entries closed this week 
for Year 3-5 students.   
 
Professional Development for teachers is ongoing and 
on Tuesday night we hosted about 100 teachers from a 
variety of schools along with the 
company, Well Imagine That, who 
supplied all our interactive 
whiteboards (IWB).  Organised 
workshops in four of our rooms 
gave all participants an opportunity 
to learn more about the many 
facets of the IWB from teachers 
and consultants.  We all came 
away with new ideas for using the 
IWB with students in our rooms!  
Congratulations to Ruth van 
Leerdam who presented at one of 
the workshops!  
 
 

Library News 
Have you visited our library lately?  
Come and see whatôs new!  Have 
the children told you about óthe 
BFG handô?  There are 
happenings outside as well...come 
and browse the library after school!  

 
One of our parents, Wendy Robertson, has been doing a 
wonderful job in the library each Monday, checking 
shelves, sorting and covering books!  Thank you Wendy 
from all of us!  Michelle Kayne has also been tirelessly 
covering books for us and keeping óon topô of new books 
in the library!  Thank you Michelle! 
Jan 

 
 

 
Not only should we take care of our own wellbeing, it 
also feels good to show kindness to others.  Here are 
some quotes which focus on this: 
 
 
If in our daily life we can smile, if we can be peaceful 
and happy, not only we, but everyone will profit from it. 
This is the most basic kind of peace work.  
Thich Nhat Hanh 
 

When you carry out acts of kindness you get a wonderful 
feeling inside. It is as though something inside your body 
responds and says, yes, this is how I ought to feel. 
Harold Kushner 
 
Joy increases as you give it, and diminishes as you try 
to keep it for yourself. In giving it, you will accumulate a 
deposit of joy greater than you ever believed possible. 
Norman Vincent Peale 
 

 
 

 
 
Whatôs Happening in Level 1? 
We hope that all of our mothers had a wonderful 
Motherôs Day and enjoyed their gifts that the preps so 
carefully chose at our stall.  A big thank you to Loretta 
and her team for organising the stall.  

 
This week the students have been 
exploring the letter Ww - very 
fitting with our senior school 
students rehearsing the Wizard of 
Oz for their production.  The 
students also enjoyed using the 
What If Key with their writing.  
They were asked to respond to:  
What If you had wings, were 
would you like to fly?  Students 
were also asked to use their 
óGreen Hat Thinkingô and be 
creative in their response.   

In maths they have been learning 
about analogue and digital clocks and 
exploring their features.  Next week in 

literacy the students will focus on the letter Oo and make 
further connections in maths when exploring addition.  
 
A reminder to parents to return the excursion envelopes, 
without these your child will not be able to participate.  
 
We have a very exciting week next week with Education 
Week.  There are many exciting activities and events 
planned.  Remember Open Day and Open Night on 
Wednesday May 20.  We also have a school challenge 
of a rubbish free week.  Please support this by providing 
your child with snack and lunches, minus the wrappers!  
We hope to continue this throughout the year.  
 
Production is underway and your little treasures are 
having a wonderful time learning their song and dance.  
 
Have a great week and we hope to see everyone here 
for Education Week! 
Level 1 Team 
Natalie, Elizabeth, Carly and Natalie 
 

Whatôs Happening in Level 2? 
It has been another busy week in Level 2 as we continue 
to learn about our five senses.  Our taste experiments 
last week were a success with students learning to 
distinguish between sweet, sour, bitter and salty tastes.  
This week our focus has been ósmellô and we have learnt 
about the parts of the nose and how this organ works.  
Many students have brought in some objects from home 
with interesting smells to share with the grade.  We have 
also shared some sense-sational facts about our sense 

 

AUSSIES OF TH E WEEK 



of smell.  Did you know that the average human being 
can recognise up to 10,000 smells?  How amazing!  
Next week our focus will be óhearingô and we will be 
learning all about how our ears work. 
 
We are continuing subtraction in maths so now is the 
time to do some take away problems at home with your 
child.  Try counting backwards on the way to school for 
practise.  
 
Donôt forget about Walk to School Day tomorrow!  We 
hope all Level 2 students make an effort to walk or ride 
their bike or scooter to school.  Remember the golden 
shoe is up for grabs!  
 
Have a sense-sational week, 
Emma-Jane, Emily, Bonnie, Jenny and Zoe 
 

Whatôs Happening in Level 3? 
The Level 3 students had a fantastic excursion to Coles 
supermarket last week.  They learnt a great deal about 
the packaging of products and the various marketing 
tricks used to target consumers.  There have been many 
discussions and follow up activities in class as a result. 
Some of the students commented that: 

¶ ñThe no name brands arenôt as expensive as the 
named brands.ò 

¶ ñThe food that hasnôt been advertised on T.V costs 
less.ò 

¶ ñThe things that have pictures on them cost a bit 
more.ò 

¶ ñI learnt how to look down the aisles to find 
products.ò 

Thank-you to all of the parents who helped us on the 
day.  It was much appreciated.  
 
The grade three students all did a fantastic job in the 
NAPLAN tests conducted this week.  Whilst the grade 
three students were being tested, the grade four 
students had a great time working together solving some 
open ended maths problems.  They all worked very hard 
and had fun doing so.  
 
Just a reminder that óWalk to School Dayô is tomorrow 
the May 15.  We are encouraging all Level 3 students to 
walk to school.  
 
Level 3 Team, 
Jane, Amy, Lachlan and Karen 
 

Whatôs Happening in Level 4? 
Out of Australiaôs 26 Prime Ministers since 
Federation, who was the shortest serving Prime 
Minster and for how long did he serve? 
 

I hope that all the students have now 
fully recovered from Canberra Camp 
and that theyôve had opportunities to 
share with you the wonderful 
experiences we had there.  We are 
continuing to make discoveries about 

our Australian history and our 
nationôs government this week and 

are looking forward to creating our own Island nation in 
the coming weeks ï stay posted for more information 
coming soon. 
 
Last Thursday all Level 4 students participated brilliantly 
in our somewhat wet Tour de Park (or School Cross 

Country for the uninitiated!).  All students can be 
extremely proud of their efforts and we want to give an 
extra congratulations to those students who made it into 
District Cross Country which will be held next 
Wednesday May 20.  Students who were selected have 
already received a notice about this earlier in the week. 
 

 Rehearsals for Production are well under way 
and if youôve ventured into the Hall you will 

have seen many of the sets already waiting 
to go!  Students have been rehearsing 
musical items and various scenes as well as 

having costumes organised and program 
pages prepared.  If you are able to assist 

with sewing costumes, please let us know as soon as 
possible. 
 

We would like to say ñWell doneò to all our 
Grade 5 students who completed 
NAPLAN testing this week.  Students 
can be extremely proud of their efforts 
completing literacy and numeracy 
assessments with students from across 

Australia.  Results of these tests will be sent home later 
in the year. 
 

Thank you to all those Grade 6 parents who 
have returned their transition forms.  If 

you have not yet returned your form, please 
remember that they must be returned by 
tomorrow, Friday May 15 as this is 

Department policy and we need to ensure that 
we get all the forms to the right places at the right time. 
 
Winter Inter-School Sport started last 
Friday against Yarra Valley Grammar.  It 
was great to see all students get involved 
with new sports and playing in new teams.  
This week students play Mullum Primary 
School with Bat Tennis, Mixed Netball 
and Volleyball playing at home; Football playing at 
East Ringwood Football Club Oval; Mixed Softball 
and Girls Softball playing at Norwood Oval; and 
Soccer and Netball playing at Mullum Primary 
School.  If you are available, please come and cheer on 
our teams. 
 

This is also just a friendly reminder that, if 
you havenôt yet paid off your Bus Levy 
for Level 4 Sport, please do so by the 
end of term. 

 
Weôre all gearing up for Education Week next week so 
have a look at the program and see if you can make it to 
any of the activities, in particular our Open Day and 
Open Night next Wednesday May 20. 
 
Have a great week and stay warm and healthy! 
Ruth, Frank, Lauren and Stella 
 

 
 
SPORTS REPORTS 
On Friday we played Bat Tennis.  We won 54 to 10.  We 
all played well.  Harry did some really good 
shots and the girls played really well. 
Jack Rees 
 



On Friday we played Netball against Yarra Valley 
Grammar.  We played a  really great game, but we lost 2 
to 21.  Renee and Maria played really well considering 
they were the only people in the team who didnôt play 
outside of school.  Also a big thank you to Kylie and Kay 
for volunteering to coach. 
Sascha Gray 
 
On Friday we played Volleyball against Yarra Valley 
Grammar.  The scores were 3 sets to 1.  We lost.  Ashi 
and Matthew made some great serves and everyone 
played well. 
Stephanie Ancill 
 
On Friday we played Yarra Valley Grammar is Soccer 
and the score was 1-12.  We lost.  Sam got a good goal 
from the penalty line and everyone did well for their first 
game. 
Amy Benifer 
 

Whatôs Happening in 
Physical Education? 
 
Last Thursday, May 7, our Level 3 
and 4 students competed in our 
annual óTour De Parkô Cross 

Country competition.  All students participated with great 
enthusiasm and even though we had a bit of light drizzle 
it was a terrific morning of great team work and 
individual achievements.  The results were as follows: 
 
Cross Country Results 2009 
1

st 
Deep Creek (Blue)  118 points 

2
nd 

Mullum Mullum (Red)  115 points 
3

rd 
Yarran Dheran (Green)  104 points 

4
th 

Wattle Valley (Yellow) 91 points 
 
The following students have qualified to represent our 
school at the District Cross Country event on 
Wednesday May 20

th
 at Domeney Reserve, Park 

Orchards.   Congratulations!!! 
 
Year 12  District Representatives 
1. Amy Benifer Tom Moran 
2. Eliza Oliver Sam Anderson 
3. Madeline Ancill Sam Brooks 
4. Belinda Hone Tom Wilson 
5. Kiara Kadlecik Blake Booth 
6. Amy Hopkins Callum Keogh 
7. Bailey Hopgood 
8. Madhav Fowdar 
9. Nathan Heenan 
10. Nicholas Perkins 
 
Year 11 District Representatives 
1. Maddie Johns Cody Janissen 
2. Maria Antoniou Joshua Kral 
3. Renee McCarthy Vincent Meagher 
4. Sarah Zachariah Harry Baker 
5. Rachel McNally Harrison McInnes 
6. Eliza McKeown James Feltham 
7. Courtney Gillespie Jacob Munro 
8. Lisa Miosku Jake Hill 
9. Elise Pratesi Jack Rees 
10. Eliza Moskalewicz Jake Nardella 

 
Year 10 District Representatives 
1. Keely Roberts Tom North 
2. Alex Eadie Matthew Wilson 

3. Emily Salmon Michael Bunston 
4. Lily Klunyk Dylan Feltham 
5. Jessica Thek Michael Kara 
6. Claire Salmon Alexandar Moran 
7. Charlie Guillou Jarrod Powson 
8. Georgia Rees James Nichol 
9. Lana Mooney Spiros Antoniou 
10. Antonia Antoniou Callam Brokenshire 
 

Sustainable Schools News 
Walk To School Day, Friday May 15 

 
We hope you all enjoy your walk or 
ride to school tomorrow.  How 
many classes will have everyone 
making an effort to reduce our 
carbon footprint?  
 GO FOR IT ANTONIO PARK! 

 
WASTE FREE CHALLENGE 
Antonio Park has been set a challenge to be waste free 
during all of Education Week - and then we hope it will 
continue! 
 
WHAT DO YOU NEED TO DO ï  
ü Try not to bring food wrapped or in wrappers 

ü What you bring to school, you take home ï unless 

you eat it! 

ü Reuse, reduce or refuse any waste in our 

classrooms. 

EACH CLASS WILL RECORD 
THEIR EFFORTS ON THE 
GUM LEAF GRAPH BY THEIR 
CLASS DOORS.  KEEP A 
LOOK OUT FOR HOW EACH 
CLASS IS GOING. 
WHO WILL ACHIEVE ZERO 
WASTE? 

Indonesian Garden 
Thank you to Michael and Mark who came to school last 
Friday to dig over the soil and place the water feature in 
our new Indonesian garden between the Library and 
Studio Belajar.  On Friday, May 22 the Environmental 
Leaders will be planting out these new beds.  If there are 
any parents who may like to assist from 9.00am on this 
day, please see Janet in the Studio.  Thank you to the 
Level 4 students who have been creating fence panels 
to protect our new gardens. 
 
Keep up your wonderful efforts in looking after our Earth. 
The Sustainable Schools Committee 

 
COMMUNITY NEWS 

¶ Dr. Stanley Cochrane Memorial Kindergarten 
Open Day, Saturday May 23, 11.00am-1.00pm.  
Enquiries 0428 892 292 

¶ Samson & Delilah fundraiser for Aboriginal 
Catholic Ministry National Reconciliation Week.  
Rivoli Theatre, Camberwell, May 31, 2.30pm.  
Cost $16.50.  Contact Pat 9878 7939 



 
 
DEVELOPING LITERACY 
PARTNERSHIPS 
 
Developing Literacy Partnerships is an educational program linked to the Early Years 
Literacy Program.  The program recognizes that with parents and teachers working 
together to support literacy learning, in both home a nd school settings, early literacy 
learning is nurtured, shared and celebrated. 
 
We will be conducting four weekly sessions that will:  

¶ explore how children learn to speak, listen, read and write  
¶ compare classroom and home learning experiences 
¶ explore how to make learning easier 

¶ develop ways of working together to support literacy learning  
Each session will take between one and two hours and participants are asked to 
attend all sessions.  Childcare will be available for each session. 
 
Sessions  Dates  
Week 1:  Exploring learning Wednesday 5 August 
 
Week 2:  Understanding Speaking Wednesday 12 August 
 and Listening 
 
Week 3: Understanding Reading Wednesday 19 August 
 
Week 4:  Understanding Writing Wednesday 26 August  
  
 
Time:    
7.00pm  
Venue:  Library  
Refreshments provided 
 
We would be delighted if you could attend this program and ask you to fill in the form 
and return to school as soon as possible. 
Jan Mac and English Team  
 

 

 
 
I will be attending the Developing Literacy Partnerships  program. 
 
Name: ----------------- ------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
I will require childcare for ----------------------------------------------  children. 


