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Thursday May 7, 2009  No. 12 
For Your Diary 

Monday  May 18 School Council 

Monday-
Friday 

May 18 ï 22 Education Week 

Wednesday May 20 District Cross Country 

Saturday May 23 Trivia Night 

Friday June 12 Curriculum Day 

Wednesday June 17 Production ï Yarra Valley Grammar School 

Thursday June 18 Production ï Yarra Valley Grammar School 

Dear Antonio Park families  
Last week we had a fantastic Canberra 
experience. Visiting places such as Parliament 
House, the War Memorial, Regatta Point and the 
National Library always fills me with national 
pride and I know many of the children and staff 
experienced the same feelings. Hands on 
activities at Questacon and the Australian 
Institute of Sport were exciting and fun. They 
allowed children to work off some of that excess 
energy that they stored during the quieter times 
at the War Memorial and the museum. Through 
our session at the Electoral Commission, the 
students have a better understanding of how the 
preferential voting system works.  
 
A great amount of planning and energy goes into 
arranging a successful camp. Not only do all 
travel and accommodation arrangements need 
to be made and venues booked but we go to a 
lot of effort to ensure that the rest of the school 
can still function smoothly and that children are properly supervised at 
lunchtimes and recesses. We couldnôt take groups of students away without 
the support of the rest of the staff who take on an extra workload during 
these times.  
 
Canberra will certainly continue to be on our agenda 
in alternate years for some time to come I suspect. 
Special thanks to Frank Sama for his terrific 
organisation and Ruth van Leerdam, Lauren 
Emmerson, Darren McMenaman, Larni Severn, John 
Powson, Colin Scarlett, Rod Anderson, Androula 
Antoniou and Rohan Miniken for making the week 
great fun as well as educational. 
 
Why do we offer camp? Have you ever been on a 
trip and following your return shared your photos and 
videos with friends and family? If youôve had a great 
time and are excited about your experience, you want to share this when you 
get back. If you find someone who has done the same trip as you have, you 
can have hours of time reliving your experiences. What invariably happens is 
that those who have been to the same places themselves, make a whole lot 
more connections than those who have not. After a short time, people who 
havenôt shared your experience lose interest no matter how beaut your trip 
has been ï most of us have sat through someoneôs boring slide show or 
video at one time or another. When people have been on the same trip they 
have a shared experience. This shared experience is what makes school 
camp such an important part of the learning program. The shared 
experiences can then be used back at school to help students all make the 
same connections and build new shared understandings. These shared 
experiences provide rich opportunities for language learning and the shared 

experience of camp strengthens the 
bonds between students with each 
other and their teachers. At Antonio 
Park we are so lucky that each time 
we take a group to camp over 90% of 
our students share the camp 
experience together.  
 
PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS FOR 
2010 
In recent weeks I have been 
conducting tours of the school for 
prospective students. Please 
encourage anyone with a prep starting 
in 2010 to ring the school and make an 

appointment for a tour. The Prep 
Information Night held last night was 
attended by over fifty people and 
Prep Transition sessions will start 
next term. Transition details can be 

obtained from the office. Further information about enrolment and prep 
transition has been distributed to all local preschools and childcare centres 
and can also be found on our school website at www.antoniops.vic.edu.au . 
Enrolment forms and our 2010 prep handbook are also available and can be 

obtained from the office. Enrolments can be 
made at any time and should be made sooner 
rather than later so that the necessary 
planning for 2010 can be done in Term 3.  
 
BUSHFIRE RELIEF 
Not long after the fires on February 7 our school 
decided to donate 10% of the profits of our fete to 
the Victorian Bushfire Appeal. At Mondayôs 
assembly we were thrilled to be able to present 
Emma from the Red Cross with a cheque for 
$3,500. Our contribution will add to the more than 
$325 million that has already been raised. 

Thanks to major fete sponsors Jim, Dave and Gordon who joined us for the 
occasion. Thank you once again to our whole school community for your 
generous support. 
 

HAPPY M THERSõ DAY 
We hope all mums have a great Mothersô Day this Sunday and that none of 
us forget to treasure them for all the big and little things they do for us. A 
special thanks to Loretta Biagioni and all her helpers for the Mothersô Day 
stall.  
 
Hans Kueffer, Principal
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Happy Birthday to  Jake, Jarrod, Ashleigh, 

Jasmine, Elise, Ruby, Georgia, Aisha, Tina  
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Assistant Principal 
What a wonderful day it was at Montsalvat 
last Sunday with our 
beautiful choirs 

singing in the Great Hall!  
The children were 

fantastic, led by their 
conductor Jane Stamp and 
accompanied by Margaret Lewis.  It 
was obvious that they really 
enjoyed themselves and so did the 
audience.  Well done to everyone 
involved, it was a great opportunity 
for all to sing in public!  Thank you 
to all the parents who got their 
children to the venue and for your 
continued support of the choir and 
to Jane whose passion for music is 
infectious! 
  

The Developing Literacy 
Partnerships program, is a part of the 
Victorian Early Years Literacy 
Program, and was developed to give 
parents and teachers an opportunity to 
work together to support literacy 
learning at home and at school.  The 

first of four sessions will be held next term, on 
Wednesday August 5, and we will explore how children 
learn to speak, listen, read and write.  Our sessions are 
interactive and lead to lots of discussions and questions 
about children and their learning.                                                                                                        
In Session 2, on August 12, we will be making 
comparisons between classroom and home learning 
experiences, and how they often overlap.  In Session 3, 
on August 19 we explore how we can help to make 
learning easier for our children.  In our last session, on 
August 26, we discuss ways we can work together to 
support children with their literacy learning.  We have fun 
on these nights and they are open to all parents 
including parents of students coming to school in 2010. I 
look forward to meeting everyone and working with you, 
along with our teachers from the English Team.  
Refreshments will be provided and childcare is 
organised with our Out of School Hours Care staff.  
Please bring your child/children to the library and they 
will be collected from there. 
Time: 7.00p.m.  
Venue: Library 
Please fill in the form attached to this newsletter and 
return it to school if you would like to join us! 
UNSW Competitions:  Entrance to the Science 
Competition has now closed.  
 
Have a great week! 
Jan Mac   

Choir News 
What an awesome day last 
Sunday was for our Junior and 
Senior Choirs!  We gathered on a 
glorious autumn day in the 

beautiful grounds of Montsalvat in Eltham for 
Choral@Montsalvat.  Our choirs performed in the first 
bracket of the day in the Great Hall ï and we rocked!  
You can all be really proud of how our school was 
represented. 

Thank you for getting your children there, for those who 
helped with the creation of the fantastic new Junior Choir 

t-shirts featuring a boomerang, and for all those who 
helped in other ways on the day. 

Our performance was 
the culmination of our 
time spent with 
Faye Dumont, our 
artist in residence.  
We are grateful to the 
City of Whitehorse for 
their Artists in Schools 
program that provided 
the funding for Faye to 
work with us.   

A special thank you to 
Janet George for 
attending and taking 
lots of photos.  These 

will be on display during Education Week. 
 
Further Performances:   
May 20 Vocal warm-up:  6:20 pm in the hall.  
Performance time:  6:45pm in the school hall.  This 
performance involves both choirs.  They need to wear 
their choir outfits. 
Junior choir members:  Could you please be very 
careful with your T.shirts. These need to be hand-
washed in cool water and dried out of the sun.  Turn it 
inside-out before ironing.  Thanks!! 
 
Nadrasca Performance:  A select group of students will 
be asked to perform at Nadrasca late in the term.  
Details to come. 
 
Accord:  The Australian Childrenôs Choir is running a 
huge all day choir event, not unlike Montsalvat.  Our 
choirs have been asked to sing!!  This will be held in a 
large venue and feature a ñsinging togetherò session 
with other choirs.  This is happening in term 3.  Details to 
come. 
 
If you know of a venue which would suit our choirs, 
please let Jane or Jo Yeaman know.  Also, if you wish to 
attend a rehearsal, feel free to just drop in! 
Thanks so much for your support. 
 
Again, I am so proud of our singers. 
Jane 
 

Whatôs Happening in Level 1? 
Necklaces, noodles, nests and night noises, we have 
been busy brainstorming as many ónô words as possible 
this week.  Next week will be a week full of questions as 
we look at the letter ówô and start asking ówho?ô, ówhat?ô, 
ówhere?ô, ówhen?ô and ówhy?ô in many of our writing 
pieces.  How many ówô words can you think of at home? 
 
In Numeracy we will be looking at the concept of time.  
How many different clocks can your child find around the 
house?  How many digital and how many analogue?  
Throughout the week we will be looking at the 
sequencing of activities throughout the day and how 
time can be measured through days, nights, weeks, 
months and years.   
 
Earlier this week you will have received a note home 
regarding a school incursion for the preps.  Woodwork 
Room will be coming to visit the level ones on 



Wednesday May 27.  This is a great experience for the 
preps where they are shown key building and 
construction skills using real tools to create their own 
moving toy.  Permission forms for this incursion will need 
to handed to your childôs teacher by May 20. 
Have a great weekend, 
Carly, Natalie, Elizabeth and Janet 
 

Whatôs happening in Level 2? 
Another busy week is flying by as we reach the 
investigation stage of our unit of work.  We have become 
taste testers this week and the students are enjoying 
experimenting with different tastes and making 
observations about our tongue.  
This week follows a week spent 
making discoveries about the 
human brain.  Be sure to ask your 
child/ren to share the interesting 
facts that they have uncovered.  
Next week we look forward to 
investigating our sense of smell.  
Please ensure your child has 
returned their permission slip for 
our class experiments.  
 
Production is also well under way.  
All classes have begun rehearsals 
and the excitement is beginning to 
build.  Ask your child if they can 
teach you some of the steps they have 
learnt, unless they are planning to keep 
their performance a surprise! 
 
In addition we have been preparing for Mothersô Day by 
sharing the things that make our mumôs special.  We 
wish you all a happy Mothersô Day for this Sunday.  
Level 2 team 
 

Whatôs happening in Level 3? 
We have had a terrific start to Term 2!  Our Packet, 
Stack it and Sell it unit is going along very well and weôre 
all excited about our upcoming trip to Coles tomorrow. 
As a group the students will be looking at 5 different 
products (Toothpaste, Bread, Milk, Breakfast Cereal and 
Chips), the type of advertising used on the product to 
entice people to buy it and how it is packaged.  
Hopefully the weather shines for us so we can enjoy the 
walk too. 
 
Next week all of the Level 3 students will be participating 
in the NAPLAN testing (National Assessment Program 
Literacy and Numeracy).  It will consist of four different 
tests including maths, language conventions (e.g. 
spellings and punctuation), reading comprehension test 
and a creative writing test.  To help prepare ourselves as 
best as we can for the tests we have looked at last 
yearôs tests, tried a few practice questions and come up 
with some helpful tips to do well.  It has been great to 
see the studentôs efforts with the practising and we are 
confident that they understand how next week will run.  
Good luck guys!  Do your best and we will be proud of 
you all. 
 
Today also saw all of the Level 3 and 4 students 
participate in the Antonio Park Cross Country a.k.a óTour 
de Parkô.  Well done to all of the students in Level 3 for 
their magnificent encouragement of one another and for 
their sensational courage with the run.  There were lots 

of puffing chests, sweaty bodies and rosy red cheeks!  
The main thing was we all had fun.  Well done guys! 
Level 3 team 
Amy, Karen, Jane & Lachlan 
 
 

Whats happening in Level 4 ? 
Where do we start about our amazing time in Canberra 
last week?  We canôt stop talking about the brilliant 
places we went, the exciting things we learnt and the fun 
we had all week around.  Not to mention we think we are 
only getting back to normal after such a brilliant week in 
Canberra.  Our highlights included Old and New 

Parliament House, 
National Museum, 
Questacon, Australian 
War Memorial, Australian 
Electoral Commission, 
Australian Institute of 
Sport, Telstra Tower, Ice 
Skating, National Film and 
Sound Archive, National 
Capital Exhibition just to 
name a few.  There is no 
doubt the students (and 
adults) learnt so much 
from their experiences 
and the places that we 
visited.  The enthusiasm 
in the classrooms this 

week is a great reflection of the 
students knowledge from our 

excellent trip.  We would like to say a huge thank you to 
the parents who helped and supported us all week and 
were brilliant - Rod Anderson, Androula Antoniou, 
Rohan Miniken, John Powson, Colin Scarlett and Larni 
Severn!  Also a huge thanks to Mr. Kueffer and Mr. Mac 
for their help and support.  
 
With camp now completed, the next big 
project........Production!!  The Grade 6ôs with speaking 
parts are back into full swing of rehearsals and itôs 
getting very exciting as we all get into it.  A note calling 
for costume sewers went out earlier in the week.  Please 
contact Karita Brokenshire if you are interested in 
helping out.  Stay tuned for more information!!! 
 
We have our opening round of Winter Interschool 
Sports tomorrow against Yarra Valley Grammar.  Come 
along and support your child if you have the afternoon 
off.  We begin travelling at 1.00pm and return to school 
by 3.00pm.  A big thanks to Anne Hammond (Volleyball) 
and Kylie McKeown and Kaye Powson (Netball) who 
have volunteered to coach these teams!  Those teams 
playing away at Yarra Valley are Football, Soccer, 
Softball Boys and Netball A.  Playing at home are 
Softball Girls, Volleyball, Bat Tennis and Netball B.  
Good luck guys and have lots of fun! 
 
Grade 6 students and their families will have been 
looking at secondary colleges over the past weeks.  We 
hope that you have made your mind up or are close to 
completing the very important task.  The óTransitionô 
application form needs to be completed and returned to 
your childôs teacher by Friday May 15.  
 
Cheers,  
The Level 4 Team 

 

AUSSIES OF THE WEEK  



 


