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Thursday June 7, 2009  No. 16 
For Your Diary 

Monday June 8 Queenôs Birthday Holiday 

Friday June 12 Curriculum Day 

Monday June 15 School Council 

Wednesday June 17 Production ï Yarra Valley Grammar School 

Thursday June 18 Production ï Yarra Valley Grammar School 

Dear Antonio Park families  

Last Sunday morning an enthusiastic group set about beautifying our 
school and fixing a few problem spots at our Working Bee.  The bush 
playground was tidied, weeding took place in the orchard and down 
the garden bed along the factory side of the driveway, the 
embankment was mulched at the north east corner of the oval to 
minimise erosion, we worked to further establish the garden beds 
between the library and the art room, roof gutters were cleaned as 
were the drain pits.   
Thank you very much to the following 
families for their efforts:  
Ansell, Green, Halifax, Miriklis, Henning, 
Steen, Noble, Li, McKeown, Dentith, 
Bonetti, Brigham, Wickman, Green, 
Robertson, Gray, Hettigoda, Campbell 
and staff members Jan Mac, Janet 
George, Dallas Boulton and Elizabeth 
Alda. 
 
Solar Project 
Contractors were busy last week and 
early this week installing our 8kW solar 
system as part of the Pilot Program for 
the Victorian Solar in Schools project.  To 
see what has been done stand on the 
basketball court and look back at the roof 
on the main building.  Youôll be amazed 
at the number of solar panels you can 
see.  We are now one of 50 schools in 
the state to be generating our own electricity and feeding it into the 
grid.  The contractors will soon show us how to read the amount of 
electricity weôre generating éprobably not much at the moment with 
so many cloudy days!  More news on this as it comes to hand. 
 
Restorative Conference ð Vancouver 
As many of you know Level 4 teacher Ruth van Leerdam is currently 
attending the International Restorative Conference in Vancouver, 
Canada.  The conference is being attended by over 250 delegates 
from around the world from a diverse range of backgrounds and with 
a diverse range of interests.  Ruthôs presentation on the Restorative 
Classroom was very well received and from all accounts she is 
relieved to have finished her role as a presenter and is now looking 
forward to discovering what others have to offer in this field.  
 

Following is a message to all from Ruth. 
 
It has been a wonderful opportunity for me to come to Vancouver for 
the 2nd International Conference on Restorative Practices.   Not only 
is this city beautiful but the conference has been exceptional.  
Educational practitioners have joined with practitioners from 
Community (including youth workers), the Justice System and even 
Parks and Wildlife to look into how we can use Restorative Practices 

most effectively.   The theme for the 
conference is called ñWidening Our 
Lens, Connecting or Practiceò and weôre 
looking for ways for all parts of the 
community to work together to create 
common practice in building 
relationships and dealing with 
misbehaviour.  I have been encouraged 
by the experiences I have heard about, 
challenged to think more critically about 
my practice and inspired to look at new 
ways of embracing Restorative 
Practices and who I can partner with to 
do this.  
I am looking forward to sharing my 
learning experiences when I get back. 
Thank you to Hans and the school 
community for the opportunity to attend 
such an amazing conference. 
See you soon, 

 Ruth 
 
Human Swine Flu 
In last weekôs newsletter I wrote that I would forward further 
information to parents as it came to hand.  The latest information 
received from the Department of Education and Early Childhood 
Development is included this week.  If you have any questions 
please contact either me or Jan Macdonald at school. 
 
FAREWELL 
This week we say goodbye to the Patel family who have moved to 
Yarrawonga.  Best wishes at your new school Preet. 
 
Hans Kueffer 
Principal
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Happy Birthday to  Tom, Cayden, 

Matthew, James, Chloe, Rachael, 

Hannah, Ajay, Nick, Anita and Aaron  
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Department of Education and Early Childhood Development ï Victoria 
 

H1N1 Influenza (Human Swine Flu)  - 29 May 2009 1.00 pm Update 
General 
A number of H1N1 Influenza (Human Swine Flu) cases have been confirmed in school-aged children in Victoria. 
The Department of Human Services (DHS) is continuing to liaise with affected childrenôs families and their schools on all 
appropriate action. The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development (DEECD) and the Catholic and 
Independent School education authorities continue to work closely with DHS. 
Parents of all children at the schools where H1N1 Influenza cases have been confirmed have been provided with 
appropriate information. 
 
DHS, in consultation with DEECD, will continue to monitor the situation and will provide further advice as additional 
information becomes available. 
It is important to note that DHS is advising that the current cases of H1N1 Influenza are exhibiting mild symptoms of 
illness, similar to a range of other flu viruses that are common during winter.  
While it is important to be vigilant of H1N1 Influenza there is no need for undue alarm.  
 
Voluntary quarantine and school closures 
In instances where a parent advises a school that their child/ren has been confirmed as a H1N1 Influenza case, please 
contact the DEECD Incident Coordination Centre on 1800 059 866. 
 
If your school is confirmed as being affected by H1N1 Influenza, a member of the DEECD Incident Coordination Centre or 
your regional office will provide you with information for parents and staff. Media support can also be provided, where 
required.  
 
Principals must not quarantine children or partially or fully close their schools without direction by the DEECD Incident 
Coordination Centre or your regional office. This direction will be based on advice from DHS. DHS is the responsible 
department for decisions regarding quarantine of people affected by H1N1 Influenza. 
 
DHS is also asking parents of children returning from USA, Canada, Japan, Mexico and Panama to voluntarily keep their 
children home for seven (7) days from arrival back in Australia. This is a further precautionary measure to assist in 
managing the further spread of the virus.  At this stage, the exclusion does not affect teachers and teachers should 
continue with normal duties. This decision is based on information available so far about how this virus spreads. 
Item 10 applies to international students who are planning to visit to their homes during the forthcoming term break and 
return to Victoria to resume their studies in Term 3.  
 
Inter-school related activities 
Students in quarantine must not participate in inter-school related activities. 
Students that are not in quarantine but whose school is closed due to H1N1 Influenza are requested by DHS, as a 
precautionary measure, to limit their exposure to the community, particularly in close contact environments (for example, 
parties and cinemas).   
 
Schools that have been closed due to H1N1 Influenza should not conduct school camps during their closure period.   
All schools in the Northern and Western Regions (the regions that have been the most affected by the virus) are asked to 
consider limiting their inter-school activities. 
 
Senior secondary students  
With mid-year exams and assessments approaching, secondary schools should consider the potential for H1N1 Influenza 
to impact Year 12 students and of the possible flow-on impact on their year-end results.  
Many secondary schools have separate facilities and study areas for Year 12 students. Schools are encouraged to 
maintain these facilities for the exclusive use by Year 12 students where possible.  
Where schools do not have exclusive facilities for Year 12 students, schools are encouraged to consider further 
reasonable actions that could be undertaken to support Year 12 students during this important time of their school year.  
If cases of H1N1 Influenza are confirmed in your school which may impact on Year 12 students, please contact the 
Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) Special Provision Unit by telephone on 1800 205 455 to discuss 
further action and support.  
 
Special developmental schools or schools with high proportions of children who would normally be at 
significant risk during the flu season 
Special developmental schools should be especially vigilant in avoiding cross infection between students and teachers 
and in ensuring children obtain their regular flu vaccine.  
 
Children who show any signs of illness should be sent home and the family advised to see a doctor.  
Doctors will be separately advised to test children at risk (in the general population) for H1N1 Influenza.  
 
 



 
 
 
Communicating with parents  
It is recommended that you provide your parents with regular updates ï irrespective of whether your school is directly 
affected by H1N1 Influenza. Schools not affected by the virus may wish to reinforce the importance of good general 
hygiene habits to parents in their school newsletters. Suggested newsletter text is provided below: 
 
As parents would be aware there are currently a number of confirmed cases of H1N1 Influenza (Human Swine Flu) in 
Victoria. Appropriate measures are being taken in relation to these cases. Specific concerns from parents about H1N1 
Influenza can be referred to any of the following: 
The Swine Influenza Hotline Tel. 180 2007  
Nurse-on-Call Tel. 1300 606 024 ï for expert health information and advice (24 hours, 7 days) 
Your doctor (GP) ï if you have an influenza-like illness (fever, cough and fatigue) and have travelled to Mexico or 
California, Arizona, New Mexico or Texas in the past seven days.  
Families should continue with standard good general health hygiene practices, such as ensuring your children undertake 
regular hand washing and cover their nose and mouth if sneezing and coughing.  
This practice is being reinforced with your children while at school.  
If your children are unwell, you should seek medical attention and avoid public places and close contact with others. 
The Department of Human Services is also asking parents of children returning from USA, Canada, Japan, Mexico and 
Panama to voluntarily keep their children home for seven (7) days from arrival back in Australia. This is a further 
precautionary measure to assist in managing the further spread of the virus.   
 
 
General hygiene in schools 
Good general hygiene is an important part of preventing the spread of H1N1 Influenza.  
Schools should continue to reinforce to children the importance of washing their hands and covering their nose and 
mouth if sneezing and coughing. 
Schools should review their provision of basic hygiene products (i.e. soap or liquid soap and paper towels) to students 
and provide these products if not already available. 
Primary schools may also wish to consider reinforcing basic hygiene habits, such as hand washing, by making specific 
time available for students to wash and dry hands before and after lunch breaks.  
 

Actions 

¶ Principals should note that while it is important to be vigilant of H1N1 Influenza there is no 
need for undue alarm.  

 

¶ Any school action (such as class quarantine or school closure) relating to H1N1 Influenza 
will be directed by the DEECD Incident Coordination Centre on advice from DHS. Schools 
should not undertake any action relating to the H1N1 virus unless directed by DEECD.  

 

¶ Schools should provide parents with regular updates ï irrespective of whether the school 
is directly affected by H1N1 Influenza. 

 

¶ Schools should review their provision of basic hygiene products (i.e. soap or liquid soap 
and paper towels) to students and provide these products if not already available. 

 

¶ Contact the DEECD Incident Coordination Centre on 1800 059 866 with any student-
related queries or concerns. 
 

 

  
Further information  
Specific health queries about H1N1 Influenza can be directed to any of the following: 
 
The Swine Influenza Hotline Tel. 180 2007  
Nurse-on-Call Tel. 1300 606 024 ï for expert health information and advice (24 hours, 7 days) 
Your doctor (GP) ï if you have an influenza-like illness (fever, cough and fatigue).  
 
Prof Peter Dawkins 
Secretary  
 



 

Assistant Principal 
Next week, the gazetted curriculum day for 

all Victorian schools will be held on Friday 
June12. 

 
At Antonio Park, our annual staff conference will be held on 
that Friday and Saturday June 13.  The conference gives 
us an opportunity to work together on specific curriculum 
areas and to engage quality facilitators to lead our 
discussions.  
 
Following the extensive work on 
Spelling, with David Hornsby over 
several weeks this year, we will be 
collating all our information and 
begin to develop a Whole School 
Spelling Overview.  This will give us 
a more consistent approach to the 
teaching of spelling across the 
school.  
 
We will also be looking at óEffective 
Maths Teachingô with Rob 
Vingerhoets, an expert in the 
field of student learning in 

Mathematics.  
The two days we spend 
together as a staff is 

valuable and injects a spirit 
of teamwork, fun and friendship.  
 
Enjoy your week! 
Jan Mac 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Laughter is the best medicineésound familiar?  This week 
our focus is on making someone laugh.  When we laugh, 
we experience a feeling of joy on the inside.  Sometimes 
we laugh when we are tickled or when we hear a funny 
joke.  Other times we donôt know why it is that weôre 
laughing!  One thing remains the same though, laughter 
makes us feel good!  
 
Laughter is sometimes seemingly contagious too!  The 
laughter of one person can actually make other people 
laugh too.  So this week, make someone you know laugh 
and you might just enjoy a giggle yourself!  
 
After all, the most wasted day is that during which we have 
not laughed ~ Sebastian Chamfort 
 
Have a happy, humour filled week! 

 

 

 

Whatôs happening in Level 1? 
As the production fast approaches, tickets have now gone 
on sale.  It is most important to get your orders in early to 
ensure that you donôt miss out on tickets.  Tickets do sell 
fast, so donôt leave it too late! 
 
Next week our letter focus is on Ee.  Elmer the elephant is 
popular during this week.  Our maths focus is on number, 
in particular the teen numbers and counting past 20.  See if 
you can find these numbers in your environment. 

 
Each week students are given the 
opportunity to share something with 
the grade during ñIn the Spotlightò or 
ñShow and Tellò.  This allows the 
students to speak to an audience on 
a topic that is of interest to them.  
Please spend a little time with your 
child preparing them for this ï 
discuss interesting aspects of their 
item that others may like to hear 
about.  This will help develop your 
childôs fluency when public 
speaking. 

 
Thanks 
Natalie, Elizabeth, Carly and Janet, 

Level 1 team 
 

Whatôs happening in Level 2? 
Term 2 is flying along and production is creeping up, 
rehearsals are well underway and all grades performances 
are looking fantastic.  Keep up the hard work in your 
rehearsals as it is paying off!  
 
In numeracy we are currently studying two and three 
dimensional shapes and symmetry.  It would be great for 
you to work with your child in helping them to recognise 
shapes in our community.  Some activities you might like to 
try can include:  

¶ How many stop signs do you see on your way to 

school? 

¶ What shape is a stop sign? 

¶ What shapes can you recognize on a building? 

¶ Can you see any three dimensional shapes on the way 

home from school? 

¶ In your pantry can you find a cylinder, cube or 

triangular prism? 

Happy shape hunting! 
The Level 2 Team 
 

Whatôs happening in Level 3? 
Production performances are coming together really well 
and the kids are enjoying practising their dance 
movements.  The costumes are also looking fantastic and 
are sure to dazzle you all on the night!  A big thank-you to 
all of the parents who are spending lots of hours sewing 
and creating these beautiful outfits.  

 
The first full dress rehearsal will be 
on Wednesday June 10.  The 
second rehearsal will be held on the 
morning of June 17.  Please ensure 
that your child has returned the 
permission slip to travel with us on 
the bus to Yarra Valley Anglican 

 

AUSSIES OF  THE WEEK  

http://www.quoteland.com/author.asp?AUTHOR_ID=115


School that morning.  The evening performances are on 
June 17 and 18.  To order your tickets please arrange this 
at the office.  We are   all looking forward to a fantastic 
show!  
Level 3 team 

 

Whatôs happening in Level 4? 
We are walking down the óYellow Brick Roadô very quickly 
as the production of óWizard of OZô is just around the 
corner.  The students have been enjoying their production 
rehearsals and the items are coming together fabulously. 
The students have brought home a note with their costume 
requirements (black long sleeved top and black pants or 
leggings) and need to bring them into school in a green 
recycled bag with their name on it by next Monday please.  
Also the students need to return their permission note for 
the Production Rehearsal day by Monday please. 
 
We are playing our last round of Winter Interschool Sport 
this Friday afternoon against Yarra Road P.S.  Playing at 
home will be Bat Tennis and Netball A and B.  Playing 
away will be Football at Lipscombe Park, Soccer Wonga 
Park Oval, Volleyball and Softball Girls and Boys.  Good 
luck guys and have a fun game!  A huge thank you to Anne 
Hammond, Kaye Powson and Kylie McKeown for helping 
to coach the teams, as we really appreciate your support 
and help!  
 
Congratulations to Tom North, Tomas Moran, Sam Brooks 
and Amy Benifer who participated in the Zone Cross 
Country yesterday at Yarra Glen Race Ground.  Top effort 
guys!  A reminder that the $50.00 óSports Levyô that covers 
the sporting costs for the year is now due.  Thank you! 
 
Enjoy your long weekend! 
Frank, Stella, Ruth and Lauren 
 
 

ART NEWS 
 
CAN YOU HELP?   
The Level 3 students are going to 
be making wind chimes and we 
need to collect any of the following 
if you would like to send them to 
school we would be extremely 
grateful ï bamboo, metal bottle 
tops, large seed pods, metal bits 

and pieces (washers, bolts, belt buckles, bells), shells, 
hooks, coat hangers (wooden or metal). 

We hope you have been enjoying the art work of our 
students this semester.  You might have seen some of the 
kirigami (origami with cutting) by the Level 1 and 3ôs, views 
through a window by the level 2 students, warm and cool 
coloured collage work by Level 3ôs.  And the level 4ôs are 
completing woven fence panels to protect our new 
Indonesian garden.  
 
Enjoy what you see around you 
Janet and Ashlea 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Custard and Cream,who live at Mrs. 

Hamlettõs farm, had a lamb each 

recently.  

The new babies were named 
Strudel (on the right) and Crumble 

(on the left).   

With these new lambs, this now 

means that Rhubarb is a 

Grandmother !  

 

 

 

EDUCATION MAINTENANCE ALLOWANCE 
E.M.A. 

 
Eligible parents may apply for an education maintenance allowance at the school their children 
attend. 
 
To be eligible for the second instalment a parent must hold a current Centrelink Pensioner 
Concession or Health Care Benefit Card, or a veterans Affairs (TPI) pensioner card, or be a foster 
parent as at the first day of Term 3, (July 13, 2009). 
 
If your family is eligible and did not complete an application in Semester 1, please collect an 
application form from the office, complete and return by Friday, August 7. 
 
 



A huge thank you to Adele Costello for all of your time and 

effort with the workshops, the stud ents thoroughly enjoyed 

themselves!  
¶ I liked it when my mum came and taught at my school.  We learnt about 

different habitats.   Ben Costello 

¶ 1NM learnt about different habitats.  I chose to draw a desert and 

snakes live in the desert.  Aisha Aly  

¶ I put a swo rdfish in the water.   I learnt that a habitat is a place for 

animals.  Matthew Lowry  

¶ We learnt about the water cycle.  I felt proud when I got picked.   I had 

fun!  Harrison Webb  

¶ When we did Education Week, we learnt about the water cycle.   It was 

fun!  Noah Gosnell 

¶ On Monday I went to a workshop with my friend Dom.  We did some 

cutting and pasting and read a book called the Waterhole.   It was fun.  

Alex Foster  

¶ I learnt that the sun heats up the water.  Then it rains and then it turns 

into snow.  Domenic Roso 

¶ The sun heats the ocean and evaporates the water into the air forming 

clouds.  The clouds are blown over the c ooler land, cool and form 

raindrops.  The raindrops fall to the ground and run down the hills to 

rivers and out to sea.   Some of the rain sin ks into the ground for trees 

and flowers.   Some water flows slowly through the ground.  Some water 

evaporates from the tree s and flowers.  I thought that it was lots of fun!  

Stacie Myers  

¶ I found learning about the water cycle interesting because I learnt tha t 

if the clouds are very, very, very, very high it snows!  Mitchell Pontefract  



¶ A few days ago, we learnt about the water cycle.   It was great fun. 

Matthew 2ER  

¶ We learnt about the water cycle.  We learnt how the water dries up by 

the suns heat.   This is eva poration.  It goes into the clouds and the y turn 

into rain which is precipitation.  Then the water cycle starts again.  Caitlin 

Clarke 

¶ It was fun, we got to use big fat black textas.   When we were guessing I 

guessed chemicals but that just made it worse an d the paper towel only 

picked up the water!  But tube ring to the rescue, it worked that was the 

answer!  I was wrong.  Claire Salmon 

¶ I liked doing the workshop because the experiments were fun.  These are 

things that we used:  3 dishes, water, blue food d ie, 1 rubber ring, some 

paper towel and oil.   Lucy Juler  

¶ The other day we learnt about the best way to contain an oil spill.  The 

options were:  A floating barrier, some chemicals, a piece of absorbent 

paper and the best was a floating barrier.  James Nich ol 

¶ Last Monday I went to a G.A.T.E.W.A.Y.S workshop at school to test what 

object could stop oil from spreading all over some water.  First we looked 

at a book and found out what was not supposed to be there.  Then we had 

to guess what would stop the oil f rom spreading.  There were three 

options to choose from.  

What do you think would stop the oil from spreading?  

1. The liquid  

2. The paper towel  

3. The rubber ring  

I guessed that the rubber ring would stop the oil from spreading.  The 

liquid and the paper did not wor k and the rubber ring did work.  So I got 

my guess right.   It was a fantastic workshop.  Richard Yuan 

¶ In the gifted and talented program the Level 3 students did an 

experiment on oil spills in the ocean.  We had to choose which method 

would work most effec tively to take away the oil.  We got to choose from 



chemicals, absorbent material and a rubber barrier.  The most effective 

was the rubber barrier.   Nicko Weissel  

¶ All the Level 3õs G.A.T.E.W.A.Y.S program was in oil spilling.  We had to 

guess which one of these things could clean up the oil; a rubber ring, 

dishwashing detergent or a paper towel.  We had to list the things that 

werenõt supposed to be there, it was out of the book; ôThe Sign of the 

Seahorseõ.  I loved it!!  Talia Webb  

¶ At the worked shop we wo rked on oil spills.  We went outside and filled 

them with water.  We put oil in all of them.   We were trying to get the oil 

out of the water.  First we estimated, then we went outside and tried 

them.   Chemicals were first used and it just spread the oil.  We tried 

putting paper towel over the second container to see if it would take all 

the oil out but it just took the water out.  Then we tried a rubber band.  

We dragged it over the water, it pulled the oil over.   People could suck 

the oil out.  It worked.  Alex Eadie  

¶ When the sun shines on the water the water turns into steam and the 

steam goes up into the clouds and the clouds fill with steam and it rains.  

That is called evaporation.  Ben North  

¶ Last Monday for Education Week we worked with a lady called A dele 

Costello.  We learnt about making inventions to help habitats.  It was 

really fun because we did a lot of things nobody else did!  James Feltham  

¶ Last Monday we did a G.A.T.E.W.A.Y.S workshop.   We talked about 

habitats and we made an invention to solve  a problem in a chosen habitat.  

It was fantastic!  Jordanna Mooney  

¶ Last week it was Education Week.  On Monday we had a G.A.T.E.W.A.Y.S 

activity.  The Grade 5 and 6 students did an activity on habitats and 

discussed how we could help that habitat.  We had to come up with an 

invention to fix a problem in that area.  We also played a few games that 

used our imagination.  We had lots of fun!  Elise Pratesi  

 

 

 



 
 

I was sitting at the CFA station then the siren wailed.  It screeched with no 

mercy and the CFA fire fighters knew there was a fire.  We were sent to many 

different areas. 

 

I got sent off to Kinglake òLETS GOó I yelled.  I was frightened of what I was 

going to fight when I saw how colossal the fire was.  The CFA didnõt know 

how they were going to fig ht it.  Billows of smoke were everywhere and we 

could hardly breathe because the fire was getting closer. 

 

The sight of the fire was spine-chilling and murderous.  

We fought hard but the fire was too strong.  We battled 

for hours on end.  We hardly had any  sleep and we 

were drowsy and tired.  Every day we fought the fire the 

heat was unbearable.  Once the fire was put out we 

found out that it was one of Victoriaõs largest bushfires 

ever.  This day is now known as Black Saturday. 

 

Dylan Feltham 3LS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lost Koala 

 

One cloudy afternoon in Kinglake there was a koala 

that was eating leaves. Suddenly there was a bushfire 

coming near the koala. The koala climbed down. The 

koala was absolutely terrified. Soon after when the 

fire was gone a CFA man put water on the koala. He 

gave three bottles to the koala and took the koala to 

the zoo. The koala was happy and he felt safe at the 

zoo. 

 

By JACINTA BARNETT 3LS 

 


