
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

E-mail address: antonio.park.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Web Site: www.antoniops.vic.edu.au 
 

 

Thursday May 28, 2009  No. 15 
For Your Diary 

Sunday May 31 Working Bee ï 9.00am ï 12.00noon 

Monday June 1 Whole School Indonesian Day 

Monday June 8 Queenôs Birthday Holiday 

Friday June 12 Curriculum Day 

Monday June 15 School Council 

Wednesday June 17 Production ï Yarra Valley Grammar School 

Thursday June 18 Production ï Yarra Valley Grammar School 

Dear Antonio Park families  

SOLAR IN SCHOOLS INITIATIVE 
Late last year, as a result of our schoolôs commitment to 
environmental sustainability (i.e. through participation within the 
Australian Sustainable Schools Initiative (AuSSi Vic) and/or other 
programs), the Department invited us to participate in the Victorian 
Solar in Schools Pilot Program (the ópilotô), a program to connect 
solar panels and energy and water 
efficiency measures within your 
school. 
 
The aim of the pilot is to trial a single 
approach within 50 Victorian 
Government schools, by which 
funding will be utilised from both the 
Victorian Solar in Schools Initiative 
(VSiS) and the Commonwealthôs 
National Solar Schools Program 
(NSSP). 
Schools will benefit from this pilot 
program by: 

¶ Having an energy and water 
audit completed (if required); 

¶ Connection/installation of a 
range of solar/energy/water 
measures by May 2009; and 

¶ Utilising available funding/resources (i.e. there is no cost to the 
schools). 

 
We have been supported by a Department of Education and Early 
Childhood Development (DEECD) program manager who has helped 
co-ordinate the program and the installations.  
 
I am pleased to announce that the installation of an 8kW system 
commenced this week and when completed, has the potential to 
generate more than half the schoolôs electricity needs.  Also with 
additional funds through the federal governmentôs economic stimulus 
package, we plan to upgrade this to a 12kW system.  The electricity 
generated by our solar panels will be fed into the general power grid 
and weôll receive credits for the electricity we generate.  This will 
substantially reduce our electricity bills and be great for the 
environment as well.  Further news on this exciting initiative will be 
sent home in the coming weeks. 
 
Thanks to our Solar Committee of John Powson, Peter Brigham, 
Justin Ezard and Janet George for the great work they have done 
with this project. 

 
WORKING BEE 
I hope to see lots of you at our second Working Bee of the year on 
Sunday morning.  It will start at 9:00am on Sunday May 31 and 
finish at 12:00 noon. 
 

Some of the many tasks that need to be 
completed are: 

¶ Weeding the garden beds  

¶ Mulching the garden beds 

¶ Spreading hay at the back of the oval 

¶ Whipper snipping and mowing 

¶ Gutters and pits cleaned 
 
What to bring 

¶ Wheelbarrows 

¶ Gum boots 

¶ Blowers 

¶ Brush cutters 

¶ Shovels 

¶ Pruning shears 

¶ Gardening gloves 
 
HUMAN SWINE FLU 

The media is awash with stories about this topic and while outbreaks 
have been confined to a very small number of cases, affecting a 
small number of schools, I have decided to attach a memo I received 
from the DEECD for your information.  If you have any questions 
about this issue please contact the school. 
 
NETWORK CONFERENCE 
This week Mrs Mac and I are attending a conference for the 
Whitehorse and Maroondah network of schools at Torquay.  The 
conference will focus on the development of our Network and plans 
for school improvement and will increase participants understanding 
of Instructional Leadership - what it means for leaders and their 
schools.  Jan and I are looking forward to the opportunity to reflect on 
our leadership and on our endeavours to create and sustain the best 
possible learning environment at Antonio Park Primary School.  We 
hope to share some of our insights with you in the coming weeks.  
 
Hans Kueffer 
Principal 

 
Antonio Park Primary School 

631-639 Whitehorse Road, MITCHAM  3132 

Hans Kueffer, Principal  Tel:  9874 4371 

Jan MacDonald, Assistant Principal 

 Hans Kueffer, Principal   9874 4371 

 

 
 

Happy birthday to  Josh, Madison and 

Samantha  

 

mailto:antonio.park.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.antoniops.vic.edu.au/


Influenza (Human Swine Flu) - 25 May 2009 1.00pm Update 

Main Points 

1. As at 11.00am, 25 May 2009 there are eight confirmed cases of H1N1 Influenza (Human Swine Flu) in Victorian school-aged children.  
2. The Department of Human Services (DHS) is continuing to liaise with the childrenôs families and their schools on all appropriate action, 

and the Department of Education and Early Childhood (DEECD) and other school sectors continue to work closely with DHS. 
3. Parents of all children at the schools where the cases have been confirmed have been provided with appropriate information. 

  

¶ Quarantine actions currently being undertaken in relation to those who have been in contact with confirmed H1N1 Influenza (Human Swine Flu) 
cases are precautionary measures.  

¶ DHS, in consultation with DEECD, will continue to monitor the situation and will provide further advice as additional information becomes 
available. 

¶ It is important to note that DHS is advising that the current cases of H1N1 Influenza (Human Swine Flu) are exhibiting mild symptoms of illness, 
similar to a range of other flu viruses that are common during winter.  

¶ While it is important to be vigilant of H1N1 Influenza (Human Swine Flu) there is no need for undue alarm.  

¶ If your school is affected by H1N1 Influenza (Human Swine Flu) you will be contacted by a member of the DEECD H1N1 central team and 
provided with information for parents and staff and media support if required.  

¶ Good general hygiene is an important part of preventing the spread of H1N1 Influenza (Human Swine Flu). Schools should continue to 
reinforce to children the importance of washing their hands and covering their nose and mouth with tissues if sneezing and coughing. 

¶ DHS has sought assistance from the DEECD health workforce to assist in managing the response to the H1N1 virus.  Metropolitan regions 
have been asked to identify school nurses who can volunteer to staff the public health information line and follow up potential contacts of 
diagnosed persons. 

 
Voluntary quarantine and school closures 

¶ DHS is the responsible department for making decisions regarding voluntary quarantine of people affected by H1N1 Influenza (Human Swine 
Flu). 

¶ DHS provides advice to DEECD which is the responsible department for making decisions regarding the small number of school closures that 
have resulted. 

¶ Other than standard practices regarding sick students (e.g. contacting parents if students are ill at school), schools should not take their own 
actions relating to H1N1 Influenza (Human Swine Flu).  

¶ If required, any school action (such as class quarantine or school closure) relating to H1N1 Influenza (Human Swine Flu) will be directed by 
DEECD on advice from DHS.  

¶ From 25 May 2009, DHS is asking parents of children returning from USA, Canada, Japan, Mexico and Panama to voluntarily keep their children 
home for seven (7) days from arrival back in Australia. This is a further precautionary measure to assist in managing the spread of the virus.  

 
General hygiene in schools 

¶ General basic hygiene is a key strategy in preventing the spread of H1N1 Influenza (Human Swine Flu). 

¶ Schools can play a key role in reinforcing this behaviour in students.  

¶ Schools should review their provision of basic hygiene products (i.e. soap or liquid soap and paper towels) to students and make provision of 
these products if not already available. 

¶ Primary schools may also wish to consider reinforcing basic hygiene habits such as hand washing by making specific time available for students 
to wash and dry hands before and after lunch breaks.  

 

Action 

¶ Principals should note that while it is important to be vigilant of H1N1 Influenza (Human Swine Flu) there is no 
need for undue alarm.  

¶ Any school action (such as class quarantine or school closure) relating to H1N1 Influenza (Human Swine Flu) will 
be directed by DEECD on advice from DHS. Schools should not undertake any action relating to the H1N1 virus 
unless directed by DEECD.  

¶ Schools should review their provision of basic hygiene products (i.e. soap or liquid soap and paper towels) to 
students and make provision of these products if not already available. 

 

 

 Further information  

·        Specific queries about Influenza H1N1 (Human Swine Flu) can be directed to any of the following: 

·        The Swine Influenza Hotline Tel. 180 2007  

·        Nurse-on-Call Tel. 1300 606 024 ï for expert health information and advice (24 hours, 7 days) 

·        Your doctor (GP) ï if you have an influenza-like illness (fever, cough and fatigue) and have travelled to Mexico, USA, Canada, Japan or 
Panama in the past seven days.  

 

Prof Peter Dawkins                                                            Dr Sharon Goldfeld 
Secretary                                                                              Principal Medical Advisor 
 



Assistant Principal 
Report Cards and Student Portfolios will be sent 
home in the last week of this term.  This gives 
parents an opportunity to discuss their childôs 
progress and make comment on the Parent 
Comment page in the portfolio, prior to 
Parent/Teacher/Student discussions.   

 
Teachers are very busy writing student reports to ensure 
that parents are given a clear view of their childôs progress.  
Each studentôs report takes about 3-4 hours and we 
appreciate the time and effort teachers put into each report, 
along with the many other things they do in a day!  
 
Parent/Teacher/Student 
Discussions are an important 
and integral part of student 
reporting and these will be held 
in the second week of Term 3.  
Parents are asked to bring the 
Student Report and Portfolio 
to the discussion.   
 
Please make time to meet with 
your childôs teacher to discuss 
progress and how you can 
assist at home with your childôs 
learning.   

¶ Information with dates/times for all 
classes will be sent home next week. 

UNSW Science Competition will be 
held on June 10 in the library. 

Have a great week! 
Jan Mac 
 

Whatôs Happening in Level 1? 
What fantastic writers we have in level one!  This week we 
did some wonderful writing about how the tree leaves 
change colour and fall off during autumn.  Next week we 
are looking at the letter j and hoping to make some wobbly 
jelly. We are sure you will hear all about it!  
 
In Numeracy next week we will be looking at mass, 
comparing the weights of different fruits, toys and objects 
around the classroom.  The students will be encouraged to 

use terms including heavier 
and lighter and experience 
pan balances to test their 
predictions about heavier 

and lighter objects.  
 
Yesterday we all had a 
fantastic time at our 
woodwork incursion where 

the preps were able to 
construct their own working 
wooden boats.  It was 
delightful to see the preps 
working competently with 
saws and tools to create 
their pieces of work.   

 
Just a reminder that 
school starts promptly at 
9.00am and it is 
expected that students 
have completed their 
morning jobs and are 
sitting quietly on the floor 
by the time the bell rings 
so we can get straight to 
work.  This will ensure a 
smooth start to the day for all of the preps. 
 
Last week one of our preps lost her pink beanie kid teddy 

in the playground. If anyone finds this 
teddy could it please be returned to 
1EA. Thank you! 
 
Have a good weekend, 
Carly, Natalie, Elizabeth and Janet 
 

Whatôs happening in Level 2? 
We were all excited to meet the 
visiting guide dog today.  The children 
had all prepared questions and we 
found out many interesting facts about 
the training and the support that the 
guide dog gives to their handler.  A big 

thank you to Miss Ratten for arranging 
this incursion.  The money raised will be 
forwarded to Guide Dogs Victoria and will 

help to support the program to train a guide dog for another 
person in need.  
 
Education Week has passed and many children will have 
shared their experiences with you.  Meeting with buddies, 
building an Indonesian garden and whole school activities 
were especially enjoyable. We had lots of visitors and 
everyone was happy to show 
off our school. 
 
Thanks again to parents who 
are helping out with 
costumes for the school 
production.  If you are not yet 
aware of your childôs 
requirements please come 
and see one of the level two teachers soon. 
 
Have a happy week! 
Level 2 Team 
 

Whatôs Happening in Level 3? 
It seems that we are getting busier as each 

week passes.  We are now focusing on 
finalising our production items and 
costumes.  Please keep a lookout for any 
special notices that may be sent home 
related to your childôs gradeôs specific needs. 
 
Homework is due this Friday and will be the last one for 
the term.  We will now be focusing on the Literature Books 
that will be coming home over the next couple of weeks.  A 
note will be sent home with your child outlining what they 
will be expected to do during this time.  We would also like 
all students to practise their gradeôs production item during 
this time. 
 

 

AUSSIES OF THE WEEK  



Our Stack It, Packet, Sell It unit is 
continuing to inspire and encourage 
students to look more critically at 
advertisements.  Please encourage your 
child to look at advertisements in their 
various forms and discuss any interesting 

aspects.  Each grade is beginning to plan their designs for 
their portfolio task and we are looking forward to seeing 
some fantastic work. 
 
Have a great week. 
Amy, Lachlan, Jane and Karen 
 

Whatôs Happening Level 4? 
With just under a month to go before the end of term the 
Level 4s have been and certainly will continue to be 
extremely busy! 
 
Our óOne Nation, Many Voicesô unit currently sees the 
children preparing for and building their gradeôs Island 
Nation Community.  Each grade will name their island, 
elect a mayor and be responsible for the building and 
running of their Island.  Council members will be elected 
and each grade will hold regular council meetings in order 
to hear and decide on proposals put forward by individual 
departments.  Students will work in groups and will be 
placed in one of the following departments, Education, 
Health, Transport, Defence, Tourism, Environment, Small 
Business and Sports and Recreation.  Each department 
will then be responsible for maintaining a budget and 
putting together proposals in order to build and provide 
different services and resources for their island community. 
We canôt wait to see our island communities start to grow 
and function from the ground up! 
 
Not only Level 4 but the entire school is in Production 
Mode!  With lines being practiced and dance routines 
falling into place the excitement is building as we look 
forward to our opening night on Wednesday June 17.  A 
huge thank you must go to our band of parent helpers who 
are working extremely hard at measuring up and sewing 
costumes for all our students ï no doubt they will once 
again look amazing up on stage.  It is with great 
anticipation that tomorrow we will be having our first full run 
through of the entire show.  ñWe are off to see THE 
WIZARD!ò 
 
We are looking forward to seeing all the Level 4 children 
coming dressed in red and white on Monday to help 
celebrate Indonesian Day.  Students are kindly asked to 
bring a long a gold coin donation to raise money for our 
new World Vision Sponsor Child Dongga Kogoya.  
 
SPORT!  SPORT!  AND MORE SPORT! 
Last week approximately 36 Level 4 students represented 
our school at the District Cross Country.  Once again they 
all made us very proud not just in how they ran on the day 
but also on how they behaved and supported their fellow 
peers.  Antonio Park finished 7

th
 in this yearôs District 

Competition.  We send out a huge congratulations to all the 
students who competed is this yearôs District Cross 
Country and wish the following children all the very best as 
they prepare for the Zone Cross Country on June 3 at 
Yarra Glen Racecourse.  
 

¶ Under 10 Boys ï Tom North 

¶ Under 12/13 Boys ï Tom Moran and Sam Brooks 

¶ Under 12/13 Girls ï Amy Benifer 

On the weekend many Level 4 children and their families 
travelled to Camberwell to compete in this yearôs Schools 
Aerobics Competition.  Congratulations to everybody who 
got up on stage and performed with their team.  Once 
again the childrenôs hard work, dedication and total 
commitment to their teams certainly paid off.  It has been 
wonderful seeing the children continually practise their 
routines and have a lot of fun as they prepared for last 
weekend.  Congratulations and well done to everybody 
involved and a huge thanks to the parents and families for 
their on-going support of our Aerobics Program.  
 
This week is our 4

th
 round of Winter Sport and we are 

playing Sacred Heart P.S.  The teams playing at home this 
week are Volleyball, Netball A and Bat Tennis whilst the 
teams playing away are Football (Lispcombe Park), Soccer 
(Croydon Hills P.S.), Softball Girls and Mixed and Netball B 
(Sacred Heart P.S.).  Good luck to all the teams!  
 
Enjoy reading the following Round 3 Winter Sports reports.  
 
Soccer 
We played soccer against Eastwood and the scores were 0 
to 14.  We lost but we had some great kicks and passes.  
Sam was our goalie and he did some great blocks.  We all 
played well. 
 
Volleyball 
On Friday we played Volleyball against Eastwood.  We 
won 2 to 1.  Matthew did some great serves and Courtney 
did some good returns.  I think everyone played well. 
 
Netball A 
We played Netball A against Eastwood and we lost.  The 
scores were 4 to 23.  Ash got a sore knee and went off; 
Sascha got a bloody nose and went off as well.  Thanks to 
Maddie for filling in and thanks to Sara for coming on and 
playing with a headache.  We all played well. 
 
Softball Girls 
I played Girls Softball against Eastwood the scores were 
23 to 22.  We lost.  Maddy caught 4 people out and Emily 
H did a great backwards catch.  Everyone played well. 
 
Have a great week! 
Level 4 Team 
Lauren, Ruth, Stella, Julie and Frank 
 

Tournament of Minds is back! 
As the end of 
Term 2 rounds 
to a close, 
Tournament of 
Minds is 
beginning to 
gear up.  
Tournament of 
Minds begins 

with a bang first day of Term 3.  In order to be ready for this 
start we would like to encourage students to begin thinking 
about becoming part of the Tournament of Minds team. 
 
What is Tournament of Minds?  
T.O.M is where a group of students from grades four to six 
form a team to complete either a language literature, social 
science or maths/science challenge against other primary 
school students.  Students are given a long term challenge 
in which they have six weeks to plan, prepare and practise 



a 10 minute presentation that provides a solution using 
costumes and props.  Students also compete in a short 
term challenge where they are given three minutes to be as 
creative as possible in solving that challenge.  It allows 
students to develop their creative streak, work in a close 
team and have loads of fun! 
 
If students would like to find out more information or 
audition for the TOM team, there will be a short information 
session held in Miss Briantôs room on Thursday

 
June 4 

at lunch time.  It would be great to see all those creative 
minds from grade 4 to 6 there! 
 

 

ART NEWS 
Many thanks to our Semester 1 
Environmental Leaders, who worked 
extremely hard last Friday to help 
establish our new Indonesian 
themed garden between Studio 
Belajar and our Library.  We hope 
our working bee on Sunday will 
complete the gardens with the large 

rocks for seating in the two narrow beds outside the studio.   
 
Thank you also to the Level 4 students who are making the 
woven stick fence panels to help protect these gardens.  
Well done James, Brianna, Josh, Ky, Georgia, Talia, Nicko, 
Cassie, Christopher, Natalie, Steven, Miles and my other 
helpers, Liam, Callum, Andrew and Toby. 
 
Many thanks,  
Janet George and Ashlea French

MS Readathon 2009 
MS stands for Multiple Sclerosis, 
which is a mysterious disease of the 
central nervous system (the brain 
and spinal cord).  It affects over 
16,000 Australians and more than 
2,500,000 people around the world.   
 
Students are invited to join in the celebrations of the 30

th
 

year of the MS Readathon by registering to take part in the 
June reading event.  Since 1979 schools across Australia 
have united to help change the lives of people living with 
multiple sclerosis (MS).   
 
Now is the time to participate in raising funds for MS by 
obtaining a form from Mrs Rogan to register for the 
Readathon in June 2009.  You can mail in the completed 
form or register online at www.msreadathon.org.au.  
Children gather sponsorship from family and friends for the 
time spent reading or the number of books read (including 
books read for other reading programs) in June.  Rewards 
are listed in the form or online. 
 
Please see me for a form or further details. 
Stella Rogan 
 

Science Competition 
Just to remind the children who 
have enrolled for the Science 
Competition, it is on Wednesday 
June 10.  It will be held in the 
Library at lunchtime.   
Practice questions are available online or see me and I will 
arrange a copy of a past paper for you. 
 
Stella Rogan 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

LOST 
 

Missing Pedometer, black with red buttons. 
 

Clips onto belt. 
 

Please hand into office 

 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
(Please check Community Noticeboard for further details) 

 
¶ Boomtec Disco, Grades 5 and 6.  Friday May 29, 7.00-10.00pm sharp.  Parents must pick up children from 

inside the venue.  No passouts.  Norwood Secondary College Hall, Byron Street, Ringwood North, Melways 49 
K4.  Contact Jacqui Thorn 0432 504 240 

http://www.msreadathon.org.au/


SWIMMING PROGRAM 2009 
 

Our school is very committed to our Swimming Program. 
When we reflect on the enjoyment families experience from warm weather 
aquatic and leisure activities, it is really important for all children to be 
equipped with knowledge and skills related to water safety from a young age. 
 
The Australian Bureau of Statistics indicate that drownings account for 19% of 
all child injury deaths.  Research shows that primary school age children in 
most cases are confident enough to intentionally enter the water even though 
they may be weak swimmers or in fact non swimmers.  The need for strong 
water survival skills is critical. 
 
Our School Curriculum includes Swimming for all students with the 
expectation that all students participate. 
 
The program emphasises the following aspects:   
Water familiarisation, buoyancy, mobility and safety, stroke development, 
aquatic safety, survival and rescue skills. 
 
The Swimming Program for 2009 is as follows: 
 
Level 1  
Nunawading Pool October 19 ï October 30 
Daily session at 11.30am Cost $110.00 
 
Level 2   
Nunawading Pool August 24 ï September 4  
Daily session at 11.30am Cost $110.00 
 
Level 3 
Nunawading Pool August 24 ï September 4  
Daily session at 12.20pm or 1.10pm Cost $110.00 
 
Level 4   
Croydon Leisure Centre October 9 ï November 3 each Friday 
ñSwim & Surviveò program Cost $80.00 
 
All students attend 10 sessions.  Please note that Level 4 students will have 
some ñdoubleò sessions (2 hours).  Level 4 students already pay a bus levy for 
their inter school sports program which will partly subsidise the swimming 
program which will be run as part of their Sport program in Term 4. 
 
Level co-ordinators will shortly be sending home information related to their 
own program.  
 
We look forward to a continued positive response from families in supporting 
their children to learn to swim and be safe in water. 
 

Darren McMenaman 
Phys Ed 
 



 
Congratulations to all of our 8 school aerobics teams.  You have all worked 
extremely hard to learn your routines and strengthen your technique.  We are all very 
proud of your efforts and thank you for your commitment throughout the year.  To all 
of our new aerobics students; we hope you enjoyed your training and especially your 
opportunity to get up on stage and perform in front of a supportive audience.  To our 
more experienced students; congratulations on once again a superb effort and thank 
you for calming nerves and helping out other team members.  Your stage 
performance was amazing! 
It was a wonderful day with so much cheering and a great school morale.  An 
enormous thank you to the parents for your continuous support with the aerobics 
program and a huge thank you to our dedicated and committed coaches; Annette 
Hayes, Lauren Emmerson and Amy Diedrich for all of their countless hours of 
training before school, after school and at lunch times.  A big thank you to Jan 
MacDonald who came along to the competition to support the school.  Thanks Jan 
the coaches, parents and the kids appreciated your support! 
I would like to congratulate The Jets and the Wild Berries for making it through to the 
State Finals on Saturday June 20.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


