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Thursday August 6, 2009 No. 23
For Your Diary
Tuesday August 11 Level 1 Werribee Zoo Excursion
Wednesday August 12 Developing Literacy Partnerships
Thursday August 13 Level 2 City Excursion
Saturday August 15 Aerobics Nationals - Adelaide
Wednesday August 19 Developing Literacy Partnerships
Wednesday August 19 Level 3 & 4 Maths Competition
Thursday August 20 Level 3 and 4 Athletics
Saturday August 22 Senior and Junior ACCord Performance
Saturday August 22 Tournament of Minds
Sunday August 23 Tournament of Minds
Monday August 24 Level 2 & 3 Swimming Commences
Saturday August 29 Working Bee
Saturday August 29 Antonio Park Social Night
Dear Antonio Parklizsn
Last nightds parent i nf or métewapthat gee sieér epaired. Thafkiully thase days i

Practices was attended by 25 parents and staff. We were vgone.

fortunate to haWkarg Armstrong who facilitated the session

and is one of Australi ads Navadhjismdealmgwitlvitapptopriate bemavidurs the f
Restorative Practices in schools. In 2004 Marg was on a approach is quiteat#ht. We have a school code of conduc
Churchill Scholarship study tour of schools and community developed in consultation with students with the code of
organisations in the US, Canaday BnithNew Zealand and  conduct being underpinned by our school values. When
her knowledge and expertise is highly sought after throughduappropriate behaviours or incidents occur at school the
Educational <circl es. Last we folbwtadeshatgve give thoseiraolopdortueitn to tell ¢
were taken through the process of conducting restorative chiagir side of the story, we apply logical consequences, an

and using group circles and gained anamnutilegsof the may contact parents or seek assistance from educational

theory behind this approach. psychologists, social workers or counsellors. This approa
much more time consuming than in the past tatdeads

As a school community there is litt . most cases much better outcomes.

doubt that one of our main concer 1

In recent years there has been quite .
lot of work being done in this area of
relationship management in schools
both internationally particularly in Nev
Zealand, the UK and the USA and
also in Australia. Thisti@tahip

model is named Restorative Justice;
Restorative Practice in Schools and i
based on the belief that when conflict
“ occurs between individuals or groups

that our students behave in an
acceptable manner, that they treatf]
each other well and that they are
treated well by others. Indeed as
teachers and parents we deal
constantly with behaviours display
byour studentreallya
doing is managing relationships
between individuals and groups.

| found it interesting then that recermuy— : relationships are damaged. What we
was talking to a parent about her H Birthdav t Imogen need to do as teachers and as a school
experiaces in school when she was a appy ayto oge community is not adyal with the

and she could remember having her ears misconduct or the damage done, but to

twisted, hair pulled, being strapped, ridiculed or humiliated @mso endeavour to repair the damaged relationship so tha
front of her peers etc. Many of us can remember similar maintain a healthy, productive and positive school climate
events occurring at the schools we attended years ago and

tmes when we were unjustly Qrdesi shed for something we
do because nobody bothered to listen to our side of the sto§chools using the restorative approach may use circles o
Punishment was swift, painful both physically and emotionathassroom mewis in which students share their feelings,
In fact those administering the punishment often displayed ideas and concerns and problem solve together on a regt
exactly theame behaviours that they so disapproved of. In basis. In circle time the teacher can model and create a n
many instances this left a trail of damaged relationships alojuglgmental atmosphere of safety and respect in which chi
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are able to help each othdt thoough concerns that impact A very powerful way of creating a healthy climate through
on their welleing and learning at school. When there is the school is for students to take increasing responsibility
wrongdoing, a circle can be used for discussion to make thimgsaging their relatiops. This week we commenced
right. Teachers prepare students for these discussions throtrgining a group of volunteer students in the process of pe
team building games, by practisinqtisted taking turns mediation. Once trained we expect that these students wi
and by negotiating a set of clear guidelines for how the grogm hand throughout the school to assist other students in
will work. Group gui del i ne dealinqwith thett relationghips. e pldotidh eusthers 6 ¢
talking about what is said in the group outside the group. Ininformation about peer mediation in the coming weeks.
circles, teachers commonly use a talking pbex;tat
significance to the class, that can be passed around the ciréfany of you may want to find out more and thankfully the
and bestows the right to speak upon the holder. Circle timeas enormous amount of material available on line these d
a powerful way for students to express their feelings openlyon restorative practices. A useful starting point may be
and in a safe structured environment. www.transformingconflict.org/Restorative _Approaches_at
actices.htm

Restorative Chats
The key principles of restorative justice focus on miscreant EDUCATION SUPPORT STAFF
accountability where students who act inappropriately are l&kecently National Recognition Week for Education Suppc

to understand: Staff has beerlebrated across the country. At our school
1 the impact of their actions on others are very fortunate to have a terrific team of support staff
1 the consequences of their choices helping to care for and educate our students, and run our
f  how they should put things right. fsc”hool. Most parents have met our support staff however
ull team is:

The focum this approach is on how to repair the social _ N o )
damage or injury that has occurred through inappropriate Julie Alexopasl integration aide, Robyn Anderson
behaviour as opposed to the traditional approach where on#itegration aide, Dallas Bouitgegration aide, Wendy

social injury is replaced by another. Cook integration aide, RobyniHategration aide, Helen
Mason integration aide, Ann Yatategration aide, Elena
It needs to be emphasised that the restoratiwecskkool Agacheintegration aide, Aratééi integration aide,

with people, rather than doing things to them or for them. TMichelle Zachariaimtegration aide, Cheryl Cuiiice,
approaches that have been successful in schools using thid-€oni®ppawskyffice and Donna Wilcioavkiri
approach include: Business Manager.
9 family group conferencing o _ _
q victim/offender mediation Please join us in thanking these staff for the work they do
1 neutral facilitators our school.
1 peer negotiations
1

whole communityrgaitment to the approach. Hans Kueffer

PRINCIRL

In a school positive community relationships need to be
actively developed and not assumed. The key processes are:
active listening

non violent communication

conflict transformation skills

debriefing and reflective practice

selfawareness

developing and maintaining self esteem

inclusive practices

the capacity to express feelings and needs
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For our school to be successful in establishing a restorative
environment a number of essential requirements must be in
place. These include:

9 an educative process that ensures the whole
community understands and values the principles
involved

91 all members of the school community have to play a
role in the delivery of restorative practices

1 skilling teachers to enable them to deal with conflict

sitiations

exploring alternatives to punishment

students taking increasing responsibility for their
actions.
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Assistant Principal
On the 5 August, we began our first
session of the Developing Literacy
Partnerships program for parents. It was
great to have our current parents and new
parents for 2010. Our discussion was on
6exploring

=

i mportance of
learning and making links between home
and school. Thank you to Karen Davis who
discussed linking home and school to assist
in childrenés |l earning.

One of the handouts for the night was on Real Life
Literacy Partnerships; practical activities that parents

| ear nrm, nheod .

www.ictgames.com
Have a great week!
Natalie. Carly, Elizabeth and Janet

What 6s happening in
Level 2 students are enjoying talking, writing, reading
&hd warnimgeaboul exeaything to do with shelters and
ﬁtrgclturres! Y urhcpilp %}“I%U d be able to name a few
amous structures around the world as well as some
building materials used to construct various shelters and
structures. A note for our home project will be sent
home next week. Your child will have the opportunity to
construct a famous structure and present it to the grade,
so get those minds thinking!

and children can share. Some ideas
from that handout are:

1 Prepare a shopping list and go

shopping

1 Follow a recipe

1 Look up a street directory

1 Play board games and
rules
Prepare thank you notes
Solve problems together
Read signs

read

Some grades have been using
6Google Earthod as
the interactive whiteboards. We have
been flying all over the world getting
a close up view of the Eiffel Tower,
Golden Gate Bridge, Big Ben and the
list goes on! This is a fantastic
resource that you can also use at
home on your comp
download and the children enjoy
hours of fun searching for places
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Talk about newspaper excerpts,
sporting pages

AUSSIES OF THE WEEK

around the world and of course, their
own house!

1  Write a lunch order
1 Send greeting cards
These are just a few of the activities listed. The handout
is available from Jan if you would like a copy.
We look forward to our next session on 12" August,
Understanding Speaking and Listening.

Enjoy your week
Jan Mac

What 6s Happevellng i n L
Five more sleeps to go! Count down to our Werribee
Open Range Zoo excursion. On
Tuesday 11" August all prep
students, teachers, Mr Kueffer,
Janet and some parent helpers will
be heading to explore and learn
more about animals and their
habitats. Just a reminder to return
money and envelopes as soon as possible please. A
huge thank you to all of the parents who volunteered to
support this day, we have limited seats, but thank you
for offering.

Students have been exploring the letter Y and
investigating 3D shapes within the classroom and our
school grounds. How many 3D shapes can you spot in
your home? We have also been working on problem
solving skills as part of our warm up maths sessions.
How many ways can you add up 3 numbers to total 13?

Next week students will be looking for and analysing
words that begin with the letter Z, appropriate for our zoo
excursion. We will also be discovering and extending
our knowledge about mapping and location words.

Throughout literacy and numeracy sessions we often
use different websites, these are a few that the students
have requested:

www.sadlier-oxford.com

We have completed our study of location and mapping
this week and we are now learning about fractions in
maths. You can help your child with fractions at home by
cutting fruit into halves and quarters and discussing
fractions in a pizza or cake.

A reminder to all parents
Swi mming permission and
already done so. If your child is not attending swimming,
please inform your gradeos
Thank you to all parents who have volunteered to help at
swimming. A roster will be sent home within the next

two weeks.

We are very much looking forward to our city excursion
next week. Keep those permission forms and payments
coming!

Have a wonderful week,

Bonnie, Emily, Emma-Jane, Jenny and Zoe

What 6s happeni?ng in
We are having an interesting time learning all about
Australia and what makes us Australian. It is really
enjoyable sharing family histories and
looking at where we have originally
come from. If your family has a
special to story to tell about their
arrival in Australia or items of
interest from the past please let us
¥ know.

The Pr e mi er &g CRaflemge finishes at
the end of this month. Please encourage your
child to keep on reading and send their
completed log to school or
alternatively you can
enter the information on

line.

Thank you to those of
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you who have already sent in payment and permission
forms for our Athletics Day and Swimming Program.
Please return these forms as soon as possible. It is
important that you also send in the medical permission
form for swimming.

A reminder that homework is due tomorrow.

Have a great week.

Amy, Lachlan, Jane and Karen

Happening in
We are continuing to work on Media
Madness, with excellent observations
being made by the children regarding
colour, advertising and product
techniques used by the various types
of media.

Last week the Level 4 classes took
part in an educational activity with
World Vision-The Global Food Crisis, regarding the
life of people and families living in Africa. The activities
were challenging and fun, yet at the same time opened
our eyes as to the daily encounters of others. The
children wrote about their World Vision incursion in the
form of O0Thi rekadd doraee have Ween
included in this newsletter. They are certainly well worth
reading!

40 Hour Famine notices were sent home earlier this
week. Children who decide to participate will be given a
sponsorship booklet and will need to get sponsors to
help raise money for World Vision. Please note that
those children wishing to
Hour Famine will need parental permission.

Secondary College Placement letters for all Grade 6
children will be going home to parents and students
tomorrow. Please make sure you receive your letter and
that they are retrieved from school bags tomorrow.

Thanks to all families that have returned their
Swimming permission forms and medical notes. If
your child has not returned their swimming forms yet
please do so as soon as possible. Our swimming
sessions are an integral part of our Level 4 Sports
Program and will be our major sporting focus for the first
part of term 4.

We are absolutely sure that the Level 4 children and
parents who attended the Art Excursion had a fantastic
Stay tuned for
dr en

time learning about the work of Dali.
reports from the chil

Have a fabulous week.
Frank, Lauren, Ruth and Stella

SCIENCE COMPETITION

Science competition certificates will be
given out at Assembly next week.
Competition papers will be returned to
the children later in the week.
Congratulations to all the children on
their participation and fantastic results.

Stella Rogan

Leve
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Nonds for Vlellleill

Our parent evening on Tuesday night hosted by Marg
Armstrong on Restorative Practices was very
informative. Restorative Practice is not only beneficial in
$chooftb@t also very helpful for building and repairing
relationships at home. It helps support people to take
responsibility for their own actions and repairing any
harm that has been done.
When things go wrong a restorative chat is a helpful way
to fix things up. Instead of asking a child why they did
what they did, try some of the following:

1 What were you feeling or thinking about when

1 What made you decide to do that?

What have you thought about since?

1 Whenyou...... ,who was affected by your
behaviour? IN what ways?

1 How has this affected you?

I What do you need to do fix things?

1 What can | do to help you?

==

Remember to involve all those affected by the conflict
and give them all the opportunity to have a say.

OUR SCHOOL VALUES
*Empathy * Resilienceds
* Responsibility *
* Independence *

* Confidence *

What 6s Happening in
A big thank you to families who have been donating
materials for use in Studio Belajar! We are now in need
of ice-cream containers and plastic shopping bags! If
families can start collecting these for us that would be a
great help!

Thanks!

Miss French and Janet

What 6s

House Athletics _DFa¥ S

Our annual House Athletics Carnival will be held on
Thursday, 20" August at Proclamation Park in Ringwood
(back-up day Wednesday, 26" August). All students
from Level 3 and Level 4 will be participating. Children
are encouraged to come dressed in their House colour.

happening in

newsl etter.

All of the children will compete in all Field Events and
the 100 metre sprint. They will have the option of
competing in the other track events (Hurdles, 200m,
800m.)

The 1500m race and the Triple Jump are also optional
events and will be run at school during Physical
Education class time.

We need the assistance of parent helpers on the day so
if you are able to offer help, (9.15-2.45) even if it is only

Ar t

Phy s



for half a day, (9.15-12.30) then please let Annette
Hayes know by dropping a note in at the office.
Thankyou

Darren McMenaman

AnnetteHayes

Premiers Reading Challenge

The Challenge finishes at the end of August and so far 111
children have met the Chall ¢
lists to school before the 24™ of August to give us time to
enter and verify your books. Books can be entered on the
computer at home. User name
password is Antoniol T just go to
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc/
Keep reading!

Elizabeth Alda

EDUCATION MAINTENANCE ALLOWANCE
E.M.A.
LAST CHANCE
Eligible parents may apply for an education
maintenance allowance at the school their child
attends.

To be eligible for the second instalment a parent
must hold a current Centrelink Pensioner Concession
or Health Care Benefit Card, or a Veterans Affairs
(TPI) pensioner card, or be a foster parent as at the
first day of Term 3, (July 13, 2009).

If your family is eligible and did not complete an
application in Semester 1, please collect an
application form from the office, complete and return
by Friday, August 7.

Jones on 9870 1707

for step and blended families. Ph Grace on 9871 1800

COMMUNITY NOTICES

(Please check Community Noticeboard for further details.)

1 Anglicare, Parentzone i Dads Matter i What kids really need from their Dad. Four sessions commencing on
Wednesday August 12". $40 per person or $20 Concession Ph 9721 3646

1 Ringwood Uniting Church Preschool i Enrol now for 2010. Limited placed available. Please contact Elizabeth

1 E.A.C.H.-Eastern Access Community Health is presenting a 4 week course iii T h e

BradArBundley f

Last week the Preps celebrated 100
days of School!




