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Thursday July 23, 2009  No. 21 

For Your Diary 

Friday July 24 Movie Night 6.30pm 

Monday July 27 Prep Celebration 100 days of school 

Tuesday July 28 Level 4 Global Leadership World Vision Summit 

Friday July 31 National Tree Planting Day 

Tuesday August 4 Level 4 ï Marg Armstrong Parent Night 

Thursday August 6 Level 4 National Gallery Excursion 

Tuesday August 11 Level 1 Werribee Zoo Excursion 

Thursday August 20 Level 3 and 4 Athletics 

Dear Antonio Park families 

Our July meeting of School Council was held last 
Monday night. The main topics on the agenda are listed 
below. 
 
Contract Renewal 
The Department of Education and Early 
Childhood Development has offered me 
a further 5-year contract as principal of 
Antonio Park Primary School. It is with 
great pleasure that I have accepted this 
offer. Over the last 14 years there have 
been many changes as our school has 
grown and as we have worked to 
achieve the goals set out in both our 
three school charters and our current 
strategic plan. At Antonio Park Primary 
School we possess all the essential 
ingredients necessary to achieve 
success as a school and as a community. We are 
fortunate to have dedicated and committed staff with 
outstanding skills, wonderfully supportive parents and a 
growing profile through the broader community but most 
importantly of all we have students who are a joy to 
teach and work with.  
 

I feel privileged to be able to lead our school community 

as we continue to strive to prepare our children for their 

journey through life and further nurture a learning 

environment that enables every child to achieve 

success. 
 
No Smoking 

Prior to July 1, 2009 smoking was not permitted in 
Victorian government school buildings or enclosed 
outdoor areas. However, smoking was permitted by 
adults on school grounds in unenclosed spaces and out 
of view of students. 

One item of correspondence presented at school council 
was that as of 1 July 2009, the Minister for Education 
exercised the power vested in the Education and 
Training Reform Act 2006 to prohibit smoking on all 
Victorian government school premises.  

The ban includes all activities that take place on school 
grounds and within all school buildings, both during 
and outside of school hours. This promotes the 

message that non-smoking is 
actively encouraged by the Victorian 
Government. 

 óSmoke Free Schoolô signs will be 
displayed at appropriate locations 
throughout the school. 

Public Reporting Meeting 
Each year schools are required to 
hold a public meeting to present a 
report on the school operations for 

the previous year. Our Public 
Reporting Meeting will be held on 
Monday, August 17 at 7.00pm in our 
library. At this meeting our Annual 

Report will be presented. Parents are most welcome to 
attend this meeting.  At the end of term 2 copies of our 
annual report were sent home along with student mid-
year reports.  A presentation will be made to all retiring 
school council members. 
 

ITôS A BOY é.. ITôS 
ANOTHER BOY! 
Last Thursday morning at 
9.45am I was at a school 
network meeting at Box Hill 
Golf Club (no I wasnôt having 
a hit!) when I received a text 
from school that said ñWe 

have a new baby at APPS. Long ears, black face, 
gorgeous! Different breed to Rhubarb. Bring back 
cigars!ò  What great news. Much to my surprise at 
11.56am a second message came through saying, ñWe 
have another one. Itôs twins! Black faces and lower 
legs.ò Word has it that at one stage Nurse Wendy 
decided that the second lamb needed some help so 
being a farm girl from the Western District, she rolled up 
her sleeves, took the bit between the teeth so to speak 
and in no time the lamb was born.  For the record, the 
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twins were fathered by a Black Faced Stafford Ram from 
Chesterfield farm. 
 
Whilst Rhubarbôs timing was out by a week or so we 
reckon it was worth waiting for. For teachers it is 
fascinating to watch the children as they witnessed this 
ólittle miracleô. The learning that occurred during just that 
60 ï 120 minutes was just about as powerful as you can 
get and now provides a springboard not just for learning 
about sheep but about life cycles of mammals, animal 
behaviour, textiles, the food chain the list goes on and 
on. The opportunities for writing, spelling, reading and 
drawing are rich and authentic and inspire and challenge 
children to do so much more.  
 
As for their names éééé watch this space!!! 
 
PARKING 
Parking at the front of the school can be a problem as 
parking spaces are limited. Parents are informed that 
double parking is not only illegal but is also very 
dangerous. Additional parking is available in the car park 
at Antonio Park in Deep Creek Road, in the service road 
east of Deep Creek Road or across the road in the 
service road opposite the school. Please do not use 
the car park in the school as this is reserved for the 
staff! 
 
Hans Kueffer 

 
Assistant Principal 

Parent/Student/Teacher Discussions 
for all levels have been completed and it 
was wonderful to see so many parents at 
school with their children, for these 3 way 
discussions. We know how valuable our 

parent/student/teacher 
communication is for our 

studentsô future learning. Teachers are 
also available throughout the year for 
discussions and are happy to make 
arrangements to meet if needed at any 
time, to ensure open communication 
between school and home. 
Parent Night 
As mentioned last week, we will be 
holding an evening for parents, on 4 
August, on Restorative Practice at 
Antonio Park with Marg Armstrong, a 
consultant who has worked for many years in this field. 
What is Restorative Practice or RP as we refer to it?  
RP is an innovative way to... build caring communities 
around students whilst not accepting harmful behaviour. 
In other words, supporting people 
taking responsibility for their 
actions and repair any harm that 
has been done...recognise and 
encourage the contributions that 
staff, parents, carers and the 
community make in promoting 
great relationships that enable better behaviour and 
better learning at school...involve all those affected by 
the conflict to find a way forward, reducing anger and 
resentments. 
If you can attend our special evening please fill in the 
form attached to the flyer in this newsletter. We would 
love to see you there! 
Have a great week! 
Jan Mac 

Whatôs Happening in Level 1? 
Only 4 more days until we celebrate 100 days at school!  
We hope you have those costumes organised and we 
hope parents can make it to assembly to see our 
parade.  (Donôt worry if you canôt make assembly ï we 
will take lots of photos).  You should have received a 
notice about what food to bring to our party ï if not see 
your teacher.  If you have been designated to bring hot 
food ï this can be brought to school in the morning and 
we will heat it. 
 
On Tuesday we were very lucky to have a visit from the 
RSPCA.  Our guest speaker David told us what animals 
need.  Animal needs include food, water, shelter, 
exercise, etc.  Donôt be surprised if your child is checking 
up on you to make sure you are meeting your petsô 
needs!   The RSPCA is looking for donations of old 
towels and blankets.  If you have any of these please 
drop them into 1EA and we will take them up to the 
RSPCA.  The Paw Prints Club is a club run by the 
RSPCA for kids who love animals.  If your child is 
interested - check out the RSPCA web site 
www.rspca.org.au.   
 
Throughout the week our maths focus will be on number 
and the activities will revolve around 100.  The letter 
focus is Rr.  How many animals can you find that start 
with the letter R?  Rosieôs Walk and Little Red Riding 
Hood are two of the books to be read next week.  
Happy 100 days, 
Natalie, Elizabeth, Carly and Janet, 
Level 1 team. 
 

Whatôs happening in Level 2? 
How many structures or shelters can you name? Play 
the óstructureô game. Remember you can talk about 

natural structures or shelters like a 
cave or a rainforest canopy.  The 
level two children are now able to 
name many of these structures and 
shelters and we have only just 
started this unit.  Please look around 
home and see if you have any books 
that can be included in our topic box 
collection.  Your classroom teacher 
would enjoy sharing these resources 
with the grade. 
 
We have received many swimming 

responses for level 2.  Please ensure that you complete 
the medical note and return this promptly.  We hope that 
many of you take the opportunity to pay for swimming in 
instalments over the next five weeks. 
 
Finally, we would like to thank everyone who attended 
the parent teacher discussions on Tuesday.  The 
children were certainly keen to share their portfolios and 
their successes with you and their classroom teacher. 
Have a great week! 
Level 2 Team. 

 

 

Whatôs happening in Level 3? 
The Level 3 students have been very enthusiastic about 
our new unit of work, ñI am, you are, we are Australian.ô 
This week the students have participated in various 
tuning in activities.  They have considered what it means 
to be an Australian and they have been looking at maps 

 
AUSSIES OF THE WEEK  
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of Australia, locating various states, territories and 
landmarks.  
 
The students were extremely excited about the birth of 
our new lambs.  Some of the Level 3 students witnessed 
the birth and were amazed at the whole process. 
Students have been invited to suggest ideal names for 
our new little additions to the school. All entry forms 
must be submitted to Mr. Sayer by tomorrow to be in the 
running to name the lambs.    
 
We are requesting that all swimming permission slips 
and medical forms be returned as soon as possible 
please. If you have misplaced the forms, please see 
your classroom teacher to obtain another one or ask at 
the office. These forms need to be returned so that we 
can organise groups.  
 
Just a reminder that homework is due in tomorrow. 
Please ensure that your child has completed their 
homework and remembers to hand it in.  
Level 3 Team, 
Jane, Amy, Lachlan and Karen 
 

Whatôs Happening in Level 4? 
Did you knowé In most television 

commercials that advertise milk, a 

mixture of white paint and a little 

thinner is used in place of the milk. 
This term not only will be looking at media 

and the role it plays in society, but also the influence of 
it, and how it can sway your thoughts and opinions.  We 
would love to have guest speakers come and speak to 
the Level 4s about the media.  If you, or someone you 
know, works in the media and would be interested in 
coming and speaking to us could you please get in 
touch with one of the Level 4 teachers. 

Next week the Level 4 students 
have been given two very 
exciting opportunities.  On 
Tuesday 28

th
 July all Level 4 

students will be involved in a 
Global Food Crisis Workshop 
run by World Vision.  On this 

day they will take part in a simulation activity and learn 
about what we can do to help people in need.  On that 
same day we will be visited by our local Federal 
Member, Mike Symon.  He will share his experiences of 
being in Parliament and what his role is as a Federal 
Member. 
Our School Swimming program begins in Term 4 and 

notices were handed out at the end 
of last week.  Please read through 
the information and return the form 
as soon as possible so we can 

organise the program for the students. 
Over the last two terms teaching staff have 

spent much time revising and updating 
our spelling program.  This term Level 4 

students will begin a new spelling 
program that focuses on a range of 

spelling strategies and activities.  Information about the 
program will be sent home next week.  If you have any 
questions, please donôt hesitate to see one of the Level 
4 team. 

Mr Sama has spent some time away from 
school this week as he has been working 

very hard as a Daddy for not just Charlie, 

his daughter, but his new son ï Lachlan.  Lachlan was 
born earlier this week and both Mum, Dad, Charlie and 
Lachlan are doing well.  Congratulations Mr Sama! 
 
Junior School Councillors for Semester Two 2009 
Congratulations to all students who were elected as 
Junior School Councillors for 2009.  At Assembly on 
Monday they were all presented with their badges and 
can look forward to an exciting semester of activities. 
1EA Isabella Bradley 
1CB Octavie Vargas 
2NM Georgia Watt 
2BR Georgia Juler 
2ED Noah Gosnel 
2ER Stacie Myers 
2JS Hamish  

Ogden Carr 
2ZR Connor Jones 
3AD Mitchell Dunsford 
3JD Lucy Juler 
3KD Joshua Hopkins 
3LS Dylan Feltham 
4FS Nicole Witko 
4LE Maria Antoniou 
4RV Tomas Moran 
Level 4 Team 

 
Tournament of Minds Begins! 
This year we are entering both a Language Literature 
team and a Social Science team to the Tournament of 
Minds competition.  Congratulations to the students 
forming these teams; Alex Swan, Jessica Thek, 
Nathan Heenan, Tom Moran, Chloe Tyers, Elise 
Pratesi, Amy Wollman, Nick Pratesi, Macleod Kayne, 
Imogen Bate, Ashleigh Towers, Sally Powson, Lily 
Klunyk and Zoe Mandalis. 
 
Over the next six weeks the óCulture Kidsô will be 
creating a ten minute presentation exploring how 
cultures can unite despite adversity, using the medium 
of dance in the óCounter Culture Crisisô. Meanwhile the 
óThinkersô will delve into the structure, plot and character 
development of narratives in the challenge óTell us a 
Storyô. 
Wish us luck! 
The Tournament of Minds Team.   
Miss Briant and Miss Ravenscroft 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL LEADERS 
 
Congratulations to all our environmental leaders for the 
second half of this year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Environmental Leade rs  

 



Whatôs happening in Physical Education? 
House Athletics Day 
Our annual House Athletics Carnival 
will be held on Thursday, 20

th
 August 

at Proclamation Park in Ringwood 
(back-up day Wednesday, 26

th
 

August). All students from Level 3 
and Level 4 will be participating. 
Notices and permission forms will be coming home this 
week. Children are encouraged to come dressed in their 
House colour.  
All of the children will compete in all Field Events and 
the 100 metre sprint. They will have the option of 
competing in the other track events (Hurdles, 200m, 
800m.)  
 

The 1500m race and the Triple Jump are also optional 
events and will be run at school during Physical 
Education class time.  
We need the assistance of parent helpers on the day so 
if you are able to offer help, (9.15-2.45) even if it is only 
for half a day, (9.15-12.30) then please let Annette 
Hayes know by dropping a note in at the office.  
Thankyou 
Darren McMenaman 
Annette Hayes 
  

Production News 
Tomorrow is the last day to order Production Photos. 
Please place money and order form in the box by Friday 
24

th
 of July. 

No late orders will be accepted. 
Thanks 
Rhonda Johns

Lost School Jacket 
Lost in last 2 weeks of term 2.  Labelled STEEN 

Please check your childrens clothing. 
If found please return to 2ER or office ï Jacop Steen 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 

(Please check Community Noticeboard for further details) 
 

× Junior Domestic Basketball ï Registration day for boys and girls at any skill level or age group on the 8
th
 of August  

× Girls Basketball Clinic ï Ringwood Basketball Assoc is running a 5 week clinic commencing on the 26
th

 of July. 

 
× Building Hope ï Skills based  6 week workshop for carers of a person with an eating disorder.  Commencing 1

st
 of 

September. 
 

× PLC School Tours ï 12
th
 & 15

th
 of August 9.30am Ph:9808 5811 

 
× Nunawading Netball Club ï óFunNetô 10 week program commencing 11

th
 August.  Enquiries to Geraldine on 0437 

367673 
 

Lost School Jacket 
Lost in the last 2 weeks of term 2.  Labelled STEEN. 

Could you please check your childôs clothing.  If found, 
please return to 2ER or return to the office. 

Thanks.  Jacob Steen 

DRAMA CLASSES 

 

 
 

CLASSES HELD IN YOUR AREA!!  
Our Classes are designed to develop ongoing 

confidence,  

self ð esteem and communication skills.  

Above all our classes are FUN!  All classes 

participate in an end of year production.  

ENROL NOW!  

  Phone Principal ð Tamara White 8522 0007  

Hurry limited places!  
 



 

 

   

 

 

 

Parent Night  

Restorative Practice at 

Antonio Park  
 

 

 

You are invited to an evening for parents on Restorative Practice in Schools, 

presented by Marg Armstrong. Marg is an educational consultant with many years 

experience in training and supporting schools implementing a restorative approach to 

behaviour management. She has worked throughout the Southern Metropolitan 

Region of Melbourne, as well as facilitating many community conferences for 

schools. 

Marg has worked with us at Antonio Park over the last few years and has given us a 

great insight into Restorative Practice in schools. At this information night, she will 

cover the Principles of Restorative Practice, building resilience in children and how 

restorative chats can work in the home.  

 

 

When:   Tuesday 4 August 

Time:    7.30pm - 9.00pm 

Where:  Library 

 

If you would like to attend, please complete the form below and return to school. 

 

 

APPS Student Engagement & Wellbeing Team 

 

 

 

 

Parent Night 

Restorative Practice at Antonio Park 

 
I/we will be attending the parent night on Restorative practice. 

 

Number attending:  ________________________ 

 

 

 



 

 



 

Level 1CB  
Liam Bettrami For his fantastic listening skills and excellent 

contributions to class discussions. 
 
 

Level 1EA 
Lachlan McCowan For his terrific start to Term 3.  Keep up the great work. 

 
 

Level 1NM 
Matthew Lowry For an outstanding start to Term 3.  You have shown 

top listening skills and produced super pieces of work. 
 

 

Level 2ED 
Dylan Taylor For persevering with writing tasks.  What a great 

improvement.  
    
 

Level 2ER 
Stefanie Ruggieri Welcome to Antonio Park Primary School.  We are 

enjoying getting to know you.  
 

 

Level 2BR 
Harry Webb For a great start to the term.  Keep up the great work. 
Conor Ezard A fantastic presentation on your holiday to Thailand. 
 
 

Level 2JS 
Phillip Ruggieri Welcome to Antonio Park Primary School. 
 

Level 2ZR 
Harrison Magner For your happy and confident arrival at Antonio Park.  

We are happy to have you in the 2ZR team! 
 
 

Level 3AD 
Sharna Heath For her outstanding achievements with her spelling.  I 

am so proud of you. 
Isabella Coppi Welcome to 3AD and Antonio Park. 
 

Level 3JD 
Serena Ruggieri For being such a wonderful new addition to our grade. 

Welcome to Antonio Park. 
 

Level 3KD 
Etienne Tracey For always putting in 100% and trying to achieve your 

personal best in everything you do.  Keep up the good 
work. 

Aidan Flynn For your fantastic playground behaviour last week.  You 
have shown that you can be a good friend to others.  
Well done! 

 

Level 3LS 
Joshua Neal For his outstanding work on Australian symbols in 

literacy.  Your enthusiasm and effort was sensational, 
well done! 

 

Level 4FS 
Christine Xu For becoming a more confident contributor to 

discussions.  Great Work!  
 

Level 4LE 
Stephanie La Grue  Welcome to Antonio Park PS.  You have made a 

fabulous start. 
Ray Bao Welcome to Antonio Park PS.  You have made a 

fabulous start. 
 

Level 4RV 
Shawn Bao Welcome to APPS.  Youôve made a brilliant start and 

itôs great to have you in 4RV. 
Elise Pratesi For your consistently top effort in all you do and your 

enthusiasm towards all activities. 
 
 

 

Aussie of the Week Awards 
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