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Thursday September 3, 2009  No. 27 

For Your Diary 
Tuesday September 8 District Athletics 

Tuesday September 8 Prep transition 9.30-12.00 

Monday September 14 School Council 

Tuesday September 15 Prep transition 1.30-3.00 

Tuesday September 15 Choir - Sing in Spring, Mitcham Primary School 4.30-6.30pm 

Friday September 18 End of Term 2.30pm finish 

Dear Antonio Park families

I am pleased to announce that Antonio Park has been 
successful in gaining funding as part of the final round of 
the Primary Schools for the 21st century element of the 
Australian Governmentôs Building the Education 
Revolution program. Over $14b has been allocated to 
the nationôs primary schools with us to receive a $2.5m 
upgrade. For some months now we have been engaged 
in the process of planning this upgrade and with the 
official announcement of the funding our plans will come 
to fruition. Work will include the construction of a two 
storey Performing Arts/Language Centre to be built 
between the art room and the park. The centre will 
comprise an upper storey music room and a lower 
storey language centre, instrumental tuition rooms and 
student toilets. Some of the 
funds will be used for 
improvements to other parts of 
the school and will include a 
new school PA system and a 
deck on the north face of the 
hall. The hall will also receive a 
new polished timber floor, 
acoustic treatment and new 
windows.  
 
These improvements to our 
school will provide facilities that 
are over and above our normal 
school entitlement and will be a 
wonderful resource for years to 
come. At this stage Iôm not quite 
sure when our job goes to 
tender however I do expect that 
construction will commence before the end of the year. 
Watch out for the plans which will be on display in the 
foyer soon. 
 
PREP TRANSITION 
There seems to be a population explosion at the 
Mitcham end of Whitehorse as we have 90 preps 
enrolled. Amazing! As a result of these numbers, next 
year we will be running at least 4 prep classes but a final 
decision will be made when numbers are confirmed. The 
first of our 6 transition sessions for 2010 preps was held 
last Tuesday. These sessions are designed to make the 
step from pre-school to primary school as smooth as 
possible. At this time of the year those children about to 

begin school in prep in 2010 are experiencing the 
feelings and emotions associated with change. For 
preps this means that there are new dimensions to the 
very strong bonds with family that form in the first 4 or 5 
years of a childôs life. The teacher now becomes a 
significant person in a prep childôs life. Their world is 
expanding rapidly and children of this age start to 
become less egocentric. Sometimes young children 
starting school have difficulty with the transition from the 
pre-school to school for a whole range of reasons. 
These can be to do with the unfamiliarity of the school 
grounds, through to the number of children in the 
playground. That is why the home/school partnership 
that is formed when children commence school is so 

important and why our transition 
sessions are so important in helping 
children make a great start to school. 
 
PREMIERôS READING CHALLENGE 
The Premierôs Reading Challenge 
finishes this week. At last count over 
220 students completed the challenge. 
Itôs wonderful that so many students 
have participated and itôs a great way of 
developing a life-long love of reading. 
Thanks to Elizabeth Alda for her work in 
organising the challenge this year. 

 
WORKING BEE 
Thanks to a small but willing workforce 
who braved the showers at last 
Saturdayôs working bee, we were able 

to achieve quite a bit. Jobs including spreading soft fall 
under the play equipment, adding sand to the sand pit, 
clearing up loose branches and sweeping have really 
tidied up the school. 
 
HAPPY FATHERSô DAY 
We hope all dads have a happy day on Sunday. 
Breakfast in bed served with lots of TLC would be a 
great way to start the day. Special thanks to Loretta 
Biagioni and all her helpers for todayôs Fathersô Day 
stall. 
 
Hans Kueffer 
Principal 
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Happy Birthday to  Nick, Stephanie, 

Molly, Janet, Hamish & Michael  
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Assistant Principal 
UNSW Writing Competition  
Certificates for participants in the 
Writing Competition will be presented at 
next Mondayôs assembly.  
Congratulations to Nathan, Patrick, 

Tara, Lucy, Alicia and Tara in Year 3, to Amy, Dylan, 
Matthew, Nicholas, Chloe, Amy and Richard in Year 4, 
Alex, Imogen, James, Sophie, Elise, Ashi and Daniel in 
Year 5 and to Sascha, Amy, Tomas and Nicole in Year 
6.  Well done to everyone. 
 
Morning Tea at Café Antonio 
Our regular morning tea for parents, 
held on the first Monday of the 
month, will be on Monday September 
7. Please stay after assembly for a 
chat with friends over a cup of 
tea/coffee and light refreshments.  A gold coin donation 
would be appreciated.  We would love to see you there! 
 
Have a great week 
Jan Mac 

 
 
 
 
Lunch is without a doubt the most important meal of the 
day at school.  A well balanced lunch gives students the 
energy to make it through the rest of their school day.  
Lots of children become bored with the same thing each 
day and it is important to mix it up, 
after all they say that variety is the 
spice of life.  Here are some 
different ideas to fill your childôs 
lunch box. 
 
Cookie Cutters can do wonders 
to create lunch box surprises. 
Any sandwich cut with a large 
cookie cutter; star, heart, 
dinosaur, animals, etc. will 
become an irresistible treat!  Use 
a small cookie cutter to cut 
cheddar cheese pieces.  You can 
also use cookie cutters to cut 
meat slices for sandwiches. 
 
Fun Chips 
Use large cookie cutters to cut a flour tortilla or wrap.  
Arrange on baking paper and toast in a hot oven for 6-8 
minutes.  Send to school plain or with bean dip for 
dipping.  You can sprinkle paprika or parmesan cheese 
onto the tortilla chips to add flavour.  
Pin Wheel Sandwiches  
Spread your child's favourite sandwich filling onto a 
tortilla. Roll it up and slice it into smaller pieces.   
 
Hope these ideas get your mouths watering.  

The 
Welfare 

Team 

 
 

 
Whatôs happening in level 1? 
After spending Tuesday with the kinder children during 
transition, our Preps are looking a whole look bigger ï 
and we get a reminder of how far they have come this 
year in their schooling. 
 
What fun we had in our pyjamas on Wednesday night - 
there were some good looking PJs and slippers!  Thanks 
to the parents for supporting this night and special 
thanks to our maths committee for all their organisation. 
 
We enjoyed our D.E.A.R. time on Monday where we 
ódropped everything and readô.  We are doing it again 
tomorrow.  The children can bring their own books from 
home. 
 
Next week in maths we continue our investigations in 
measurement.  The focus will be on capacity as we 
explore how much different containers can hold.  The 
letter of the week will be Xx ï not a very common letter 
so we will be looking for not only words that start with X, 
but also words that have x in them. 
 
Just a reminder to keep bringing water bottles to school.  
It is very important that we stay hydrated throughout the 
day as it helps with concentration.  Having our own 
bottles means we are not sharing cups at the class 
sinks.  Also remember to cut up oranges as they are 
difficult for the children to peel and if your child has 
wobbly teeth it helps to cut up apples too. 
 
The school nurse starts her visit on Monday.  Please 
make sure you have returned your questionnaires.   
 

We have received the following 
from the City of Whitehorse 
which we pass on for your 
information: 
 
SUBJECT:   
Invitation for Parents, 
Grandparents, Guardians to 
attend an informal 
discussion about the 
Whitehorse Early Years Plan 
2009 ï 2013. 
 
The City of Whitehorse is 
developing an Early Years Plan 
covering the years 2009 ï 

2013.  The Early Years Plan will 
identify the actions council, the 
Whitehorse community, and partner 

agencies will undertake to address early years (0 to 12 
years) related issues and challenges over the coming 
four years.  The Plan will identity and confirm the 
elements of the current service system which work well, 
those aspects which need improvement, and elements 
that need to be included.  It will establish an action plan 
for Council consistent with its roles of strengthening 
community advocacy and service provision as outlined 
in the Whitehorse Municipal Public Health Plan.  It will 
also aim to build upon the partnerships between 
government, Council, and the network of support 
organisations in our community. 
 
We are seeking the input of 
parents/grandparents/guardians into the Early Years 

 

AUSSIES OF THE WEEK  



Plan, and are asking you to make 
parents/grandparents/guardians connected to your 
service aware of the following informal discussion, 
please. The details are as follows: 
 
City of Whitehorse Early Years Plan ï 
Parents/Grandparents/Guardians  
informal discussion. 
Tuesday 15

th
 September ï 7.30pm to 9.00pm 

Box Hill Town Hall ï Whitehorse Room  
(1022 Whitehorse Road, Box Hill). 
 
Please feel free to contact Neil Rogers (Community 
Development Officer ï Health and Family Services) on 
9262 6477 if you require further information on the 
informal discussion.  We look forward to seeing parents, 
grandparents, and guardians connected to your service 
on the September 15.   
 
Thanks 
Level 1 team 
 

Whatôs Happening in Level 2? 
What a whirlwind of swimming we are having.  Every 
day one hundred Level 2s enjoy their swimming lessons 
and are learning and practising new skills with 
enthusiasm.  You may have noticed how tired they are 
becoming.  Remember to have a few early nights.  On 
Friday the lesson will be great fun with relays and 
inflatable equipment to play on. 
 

Next Monday our óhome projectsô are due.  
We are sure you have had some interesting 
times learning about some structures and 
buildings from around the world.  During the 
week each child will be asked to present 

their work and model to the grade.  All the level 2 
teachers are looking forward to seeing these works. 
 
Thank you again to everyone who is 
helping out with swimming.  We seem to 
only misplace the occasional sock and of 
course every day we find another lost pair of goggles!  
 
Have a swimming week. 
The Level 2 team 

 

Whatôs Happening in Level 3? 
What a wonderful time 
we had in Level 3 last 
week, going on a book 
safari with Roald Dahl!  
The students were 
busy designing their 
own Willy Wonka 
character, making a 
Twit and creating a 
prank to play on 

someone, designing a bottle of the most delicious 
Frobscottle and making an origami tortoise from Esio 
Trot.  The students really enjoyed the activities and were 
introduced to many terrific stories written by this popular 
author.  Roald Dahl was a big fan of practical jokes!  Did 
you know that he once put his wifeôs coat in the freezer 
during the summer.  You can imagine that this resulted 
in an icy response from his wife but all reports say that 
he was pretty chilled out!   
 

Tomorrow will see that our students have their last 
swimming session at the Nunawading Swim Centre.  
The Level 3ôs have worked tirelessly for the last two 
weeks, perfecting their strokes and mastering important 
survival skills.  The students should be congratulated on 
their fine efforts.  The bus driver even commented on 
their delightful manners and behaviour throughout the 
program! 
 
We are wrapping up our unit on Chance and Data and 
next week will commence our unit on Volume.  For this 
unit we require any empty cartons, boxes, containers 
that you may have lying around at home.  If you could 
send these in with your child, it would be much 
appreciated.  Next week is also our last session for 
Literature books.  The students have thoroughly enjoyed 
our book groups and have been great contributors to our 
discussions!  In Term 4, the Level 3ôs will be completing 
a Literature Contract which will be completed throughout 
the term.  Stay tuned for more information. 
 
Good luck to all students participating in the district 
athletics carnival next week! 
 
The Level 3 Team, 
Karen, Jane, Lachlan and Amy 
 

Whatôs Happening in Level 4? 
Have you heard from your children about 

their Podcast show that they are 
making?  If not, please take the time 
to discuss this with your 

child/children and their participation 
with their Grade Podcast.  A great 
excuse to turn on the radio and 
listen with your children! 
 

The teams have been selected for the District Athletics 
Day next Tuesday.  It is great to see the children 
practising their sport and skills, both at school and at 
home.  The Ringwood District Sports Day will be held at 
Bill Sewart Athletics Track, Burwood, on Tuesday 
September 8, 2009.  Buses will be leaving school at 
9.00am and 10.00am.  Please make sure that the 
children are on time and have enough food, drink and 
appropriate clothing/footwear for the day.  No lunch 
orders-thanks! 
 
Just a reminder that swimming money is required by the 
end of term as we prepare for our swimming program 
that starts on the first Friday of Term 4.  Thanks to those 
families who have been able to make payments so far.  
Please see your classroom teacher if you have any 
questions. 
 
Thanks to all the children who participated in the 40 
Hour Famine over the weekend of August 21-23, 2009.  
Your support and efforts are truly magnificent.  Just 
remember to return your sponsorship money and 
booklet to school by the end of term. 
 
Happy Fatherôs Day to all our Dads!  We hope that you 
have a wonderful special day with your families. 
 
Have a great week. 
Frank, Lauren, Ruth and Stella. 
Level 4 Team 
 

District Athletics Competition 



The District Athletics will be held next Tuesday 
September 8 at  Bill Sewart Reserve, East Burwood.  
 
All Level 4 students and some Level 3 students will 
participate in the District Athletics Competition.  Teams 
were announced and notices were distributed last week.  
 
If there are any parents who would like to assist with an 
event at this District competition, we would very much 

appreciate it.  Please contact Annette Hayes or Darren 
McMenamen A.S.A.P.  
 
Annette Hayes and Darren McMenaman 
Physical Education 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

In Your Shoes  

 

Unwanted Footwear Collection  
 

For Your Information 
In the last week of the term, our school will be collecting shoes.  All types and sizes are 
welcome. 
 
So look in your cupboards, empty the shoe drawer etc in preparation. 
 
Give your old shoes a new life, by donating them to In Your Shoes, who collect unwanted 
shoes to distribute to people less fortunate than ourselves-a totally fantastic incentive for you 
to make a real difference to the community and the ENVIRONMENT!. 
 
Be sure to pair up the shoes together by their laces or with rubber bands. 
 
We will have a box ready for your shoes which will be collected on the 18th September (last 
day of the school term) 
 
In Your Shoes is an unwanted footwear collection program which aims to divert reusable 
shoes from landfill.  Collected shoes are then redistributed to local charities and international 
communities so disadvantaged people might benefit. 


