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Thursday August 13, 2009  No. 24 

For Your Diary 
Friday August 14 Chocolate Fundraising money due back 

Saturday August 15 Aerobics Nationals - Adelaide 

Wednesday August 19 Developing Literacy Partnerships 

Wednesday  August 19 Level 3 & 4 Maths Competition 

Wednesday August 19 Australian Youth Choir 9.30 am 

Thursday August 20 Level 3 and 4 Athletics 

Saturday August 22 Senior and Junior ACCord Performance 

Saturday August 22 Tournament of Minds 

Sunday August 23  Tournament of Minds 

Monday August 24 Level 2 & 3 Swimming Commences 

Saturday August 29 Working Bee 

Saturday August 29 Antonio Park Social Night 

Tuesday September 1 Level 4 Margaret Armstrong 

Tuesday September 1 Prep transition 9.30-12.00 

Thursday September 3 Fathers Day Stall 

Dear Antonio Park families 

 
On Tuesday I was fortunate to have a lovely day at the Werribee zoo 
with the preps. While the weather was a bit of a mixed bag with a 
little of everything, the behaviour of the 
children was perfect. While there I admired 
the zoo bus driverôs qualities of perseverance 
and persistence while providing a 
commentary on the animals during the bus 
trip around the zoo to 56 wildly excited prep 
students.  Itôs always interesting in 
discovering what children remember most 
from such an excursion with this year piles of 
rhinoceros poo and the number of stamps 
children actually got on their passports being 
high on the agenda.  
 
You always learn something new from a visit 
to the zoo and this year was no exception. 
Did you know that there are over 8 different 
skin patterns on giraffes and that every zebra 
has a unique set of stripes much the same as 
our finger prints are unique? Here are some 
more facts: 

¶ zebras are born the mother keeps all other zebras away 
from it for 2-3 days until it learns to recognise her by sight, 
smell and voice. 

¶ the name giraffe is derived from the Arab word "Xirapha," 
which means "the one who walks very fast."  

¶ The tallest living animal on land is the giraffe. It is 5.5 
meters tall while its shoulders stand at a height of 2.5 
meters.  

¶ The giraffe is a unique creature, because despite the 
length of its neck, it has the same number of cervical 
vertebrae that a human has. 
 

We were lucky enough to see the giraffes being fed, the hippos 
wallowing in the water and the bisons and meerkats watching us. Iôm 
sure there will be lots to talk, write, tell and draw about in the prep 
rooms in the coming weeks. Keep an eye out in the newsletter. 

Special thanks to Natalie, Carly and Elizabeth, the host of parents 
who helped and especially the children for inviting me. 
 

SCHOOL AEROBICS 
We are very proud that this year, 
students from Antonio Park will compete 
at National Championships in Aerobics. 
Our Aerobics team, The Wild Berries: 
Sarah Zachariah, Eliza Moskalewicz , 
Jordanna Mooney, Lisa Miosku, Maddy 
Johns, Sophie Juler, Maria Antoniou & 
Lily Miniken and The Jets: Bailey 
Hopgood, Tomas Moran, Samuel 
Anderson and Nathan Heenan, will 
compete at the National School Aerobics 
Competition in Adelaide this coming 
Saturday, August 15. Thank you to all 
families who supported our fundraising 
events. The money is being used to 
assist the families of these students with 
the costs of competing at this national 
event. 
 

Teachers Natalie MacKay supported by aerobics teachers Amy 
Diedrich, Lauren Emmerson and Annette Hayes are to be 
congratulated for these outstanding efforts with the students. At 
APPS we are indeed 
fortunate to have 
teachers who 
continually go above 
and beyond the call of 
duty to create and 
provide wonderful 
learning experiences for 
our students. Best 
wishes to all concerned. 
 
Hans Kueffer  PRINCIPAL 
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Happy Birthday to Olivia, Ben, 

Ben, Jarvis, Nicholas , Zoe, 

Georgia and Tyrone  
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Assistant Principal 
This week, we held our second session of 
the Developing Literacy Partnerships 
program for parents. The session explored 
the importance of Speaking and Listening 
to childrenôs learning. Through speaking 
and listening to the language and ideas 
shared by others, children gather 

information. They come to clarify, organise 
and attach meaning to daily observations 
and experiences. Through communicating 
with those around them, children assimilate 
new ideas. 
Zoe Ravenscroft from our English Team joined in our 
discussion and we thank Zoe for sharing her expertise. 
Thanks also to Brigitte from OSHC for child minding last 
night for our parent participants. 
Many thanks to Jenny Semken for child minding last 
week and for keeping us ówatered and fedô over the two 
nights. 
I would also like to thank the ómagic fairiesô who assisted 
on both nights sith our setup ï go team! 
One of the handouts on the night waséHow to help your 
child with speaking and listening. I know many parents 
would be using these ideas when 
helping with their childôs learning, 
you may find some of these useful. 

¶ Encourage your child to 
exchange greetings and 
farewells 

¶ Show your child how to use 
the telephone: to answer 
and take a message 

¶ Practise following directions 
and giving instructions 

¶ Model how to be an active 
listener: nodding, eye 
contact etc 

¶ Ask questions about events, 
allow time for response: 
encourage your child to ask questions 

¶ Listen to taped stories and songs 

¶ Encourage your child to wait for appropriate 
time to speak 

¶ Play listening and speaking games  

¶ Suggest ideas for óshare timeô at school, 
encourage a practice. 
 

If you would like a copy of the handout, please contact 
the school, and we will organise one to be sent home for 
you. 
We look forward to our next session on 19

th
  August, 

Understanding Reading. 
 
Enjoy your week 
Jan Mac 

 
Whatôs Happening in Level 1? 
We had an absolutely fantastic day at the Werribee Zoo 
on Tuesday.  When you do anything with the Preps even 
the smallest thing can be a new exciting experience, so 
there were excited voices just getting on the buses!  
They enjoyed the freeway, going on bridges and spotting 
signs on the roads.  Once we arrived at the zoo we had 
a quick snack and then boarded the safari buses ï again 
much excitement as we got on these unusual buses.  
The looks of delight on the childrenôs faces as they saw 

the different animals were priceless.  After lunch we then 
walked around the zoo in our small groups and all too 
soon it was time to board the buses to come back to 
school.  We didnôt let a few spots of rain dampen our 
enthusiasm and all up we had a wonderful day!  Many 
thanks to our wonderful parent helpers and the extra 
staff who came along with us. 
 
Here are a couple more web sites that we have been 
exploring at school: http://www.slq.qld.gov.au/ - once in 
the site go to Information and select Children and 
families ï follow the prompts for Tumble Books.  
http://www.rainforest-alliance.org/education/treehouse/ - 
we have found this very interesting looking at the 
rainforest habitat. 
Next week our letter focus is Qq and in maths we will be 
collecting data and presenting it in a variety of ways. 
Have a great week, 
Natalie, Elizabeth, Carly and Janet 
Level 1 team 

 
Whatôs happening in Level 2? 
We are all eagerly anticipating our swimming 
programme which begins on Monday 24

th
 August 2009.  

If you have not paid the deposit for 
the programme please do so before 
it begins.  Thank-you to those 
parents who expressed interest in 
assisting us with the running of the 
swimming programme.  A note will 
be coming home regarding parent 
helpers next week.  
This week Level 2 students have 
received a home programme 
project.  We encourage all students 
to begin work on this in the near 
future and manage their time 
effectively completing a little bit of 
their project each night.  If you have 
any questions about the finer 

details of the project please see your class teacher.  

Did you know that Eureka Skydeck lifts are the fastest in 
the Southern Hemisphere. The lifts travel at more than 9 
metres per second. What other facts can your child 
share with you about the Eureka Tower?  

Have a great week. 

Emily, Emma-Jane, Zoe, Bonnie and Jenny.  

Whatôs happening in Level 3? 
Level 3 students have been busy learning about 
multiplication and division in maths. They have enjoyed 
learning about ó3 for freeô facts and have gained a great 
understanding of fact families.  
 
In Integrated Studies students continue to create their 
own state and territory profiles and the homework (the 
mini booklet) proved to be a great stimulus for 
discussion about their family backgrounds.    
 
In English, students are creating Australian themed 
poems.  They are taking a lot of time and effort to create 
these masterpieces and the results are proof of the 
wonderful job they are doing. Literature group 

 

AUSSIES OF THE WEEK  
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discussions will commence again over the next 2 weeks. 
Students will be bringing home a new book to begin 
reading. Please encourage your child to plan their time 
wisely to ensure the book is read within the given 
timeframe.  
 
A reminder to please hand in any swimming and athletic 
forms as soon as possible. Thank-you. 
 
Please note that the date for the Museum/Captain 
Cooks Cottage excursion has been changed to the 9

th
 of 

September.  A notice was sent home this week with 
further details. 
 
The Level 3 Team, 
Jane, Amy, Karen and Lachlan 
 

Whatôs Happening in Level 4? 
Interesting media facts: 

Indians go out to the movies 3 billion times a year - 

much more than any other nationé.the United 

States has the most money, airports, radios and 

Internet Service ProviderséTaiwan and 

Luxembourg are the only countries in the world 

where the mobile phones outnumber the people!  

 
We are continuing to make 
discoveries about how the media 

works and its influence over our 
opinions and decision making.   It 

would be wonderful if you could continue 
watching the news, reading the newspaper and sharing 
your opinions about the media with the students to keep 
them tuned in to whatôs happening around them. 

 
Next Friday each grade will be 
involved in the 40 Hour Famine 
by going without something 
for the entire school day. This 

could be going without furniture, electricity or even 
speaking!!  In addition to this some Level 4 students 
have decided that they would like to do the 40 Hour 
Famine or 8 Hour Food Famine and get 
sponsorships.  We wish these students all the very 
best as they go around finding sponsors for their 
endeavours. 
 

Next Thursday we are looking forward to 
our School House Athletics Day.  Each 
student is encouraged to come in their 
house colours and be ready to compete 

and cheer on their team mates.   
 
Tomorrow a number of our students from 

Level 4 will be heading to Adelaide for the National 
School Aerobics Championships.  We wish them 
good luck as they compete and look forward to hearing 
about their adventures when they return to school next 
week. 
 

Over the past two weeks 21 students 
from Grade 4 and 5 have been 
involved in Peer Mediation Training.  
This training involves the students 

learning about how to resolve different types of conflicts 

and using varying skills in relating to children in the 
playground.  Stay tuned for more information in the near 
future! 
 

We are very much looking 
forward to the Level 4 
Swimming program that 
will commence next term as 

part of our Level 4 sporting 
program.  If you have not yet returned the permission 
and medical forms, please do so, so that we can finalise 
numbers for the program. 
 
Have a great week, 
Ruth, Frank, Lauren and Stella 

Whatôs happening in Physical Education? 

House Athletics Day 

Our annual House Athletics Carnival will be held on 
Thursday, 20

th
 August at Proclamation Park in Ringwood 

(back-up day Wednesday, 26
th
 August). All students 

from Level 3 and Level 4 will be participating.  Children 
are encouraged to come dressed in their House colour.  

All of the children will compete in all Field Events and 
the 100 metre sprint. They will have the option of 
competing in the other track events (Hurdles, 200m, 
800m.)  
The 1500m race and the Triple Jump are also optional 
events and will be run at school during Physical 
Education class time.  
 
We need the assistance of parent helpers on the day so 
if you are able to offer help, (9.15-2.45) even if it is only 
for half a day, (9.15-12.30) then please let Annette 
Hayes know by dropping a note in at the office.  
Thankyou 
Darren McMenaman 
AnnetteHayes 
 

Whatôs happening in ICT? 
During Term 2, Chelsea Dawidowski 
(4RV), Lily Miniken (4LE), Lisa Miosku 
(4LE) and Joshua Salmon (4FS) began 

participa
ting in 
the Whitehorse 
Network ICT project, 
titled óMaths in the 
Communityô. 
As part of the project, 
these students have 
been required to 
create a 3 minute 
video alongside four 

students from Blackburn Lake Primary School about 
maths in the community.  
They decided that the topic and title for their 3 minute 
video would be óhow to plan a good party on a budgetô.  
This has proved to be an 
engaging topic that has 
incorporated the 
mathematics required to 
organise a class party on a 
tight budget of $50.00. 
At school the students 
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started putting the video together by writing scripts and 
storyboards for their film as well as preparing their own 
made props. They have also learnt how to use our new 
video equipment as well as  how to direct and film a 
movie. They were fortunate to carry out filming at 
Simons Quality Value and Variety store at Ringwood 
Square as well as in areas throughout our school. This 
term the students will be focussing on editing the video 
using a program called Windows Movie Maker, in 
preparation for the presentation night in October. 
Josh, Lisa, Lily and Chelsea have done a tremendous 
job filming and acting in the video and are congratulated 
on their efforts so far! 
We will continue to keep you updated on their filming 
adventures! 
Miss French 
 

 
Have you ever asked your child ñHow was your day?ò 
and got a one word answer such as ñGoodò, ñOKò or 
ñFineò.  It is such an important question as we want to 
be involved in the lives of our children and find out 
what they have been doing, however sometimes the way 
we ask questions wonôt give us the answers that we 
really want. 
At our Parent Session on Restorative Practices last 
week we talked about how important it is to spend time 
listening to our children and find out whatôs happening in 
their world.  One parent mentioned that the best time 
that she has talking to her son is in the car as itôs not 
face to face interrogation!  Another parent mentioned 
that when they go for jogs together they have the best 
conversations. 

Here are some ideas of ways to óextractô a conversation 
out of your child and some questions that might give you 
more than a one word answer. 
 
Instead of ñHow was your day?ò you could ask 

¶ What was the best thing that happened today?  Tell 
me about it 

¶ What was something new that you learnt today?  
Tell me about how you learnt it 

¶ What was something funny that happened today? 

¶ If you had to remember one thing from today, what 
would you like to remember? 

Who knows where the conversations will go, but 
hopefully youôll get more than a one word answer. 
And remember, itôs important to share what happened 
in your day as well as what happened in the childôs day 
too! 
 
It can be much easier to have a conversation with your 
children when youôre engaged in another activity.  It 
takes the pressure off, and allows for think time as there 
is something else to do whilst waiting. 
Try having conversations whilst doing the following 

¶ Driving in the car together 

¶ Going for a walk, bike ride, jog 

¶ Taking the dog for a walk 

¶ Making a salad together 

¶ Making a meal together 

¶ Doing a craft activity together 

¶ Going swimming 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Christian Religious Education  

(CRE) Teachers Required  
The CRE program requires at least 3 more volunteers to teach CRE at Antonio Park starting asap...  

 

Training and workbooks are provided.  

 

½ hr lesson times/days are negotiable  

with classroom staff.  

 

Please prayerfully consider  

joining the team...  

Call Karen Dobby on 0414 644 930  

or 9874 1667 for more details  
 

 

 




