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Thursday August 20, 2009  No. 25 

For Your Diary 
Saturday August 22 Senior and Junior ACCord Performance 

Saturday August 22 Tournament of Minds 

Monday August 24 Level 2 & 3 Swimming Commences 

Saturday August 29 Working Bee 

Saturday August 29 Antonio Park Social Night 

Monday August 31 National Tree Planting Day 

Tuesday September 1 Level 4 Margaret Armstrong 

Tuesday September 1 Prep transition 9.30-12.00 

Wednesday September 2 Prep Maths Night 

Thursday September 3 Fathers Day Stall 

Dear Antonio Park families 

We were finally been given the go ahead to 
start using our oval and what a day it was 
last Monday as our students swarmed all 
over it at recess and lunchtime. There were 
footys, soccer balls, kids and even the odd 
óbig kidô everywhere é. all having a great 
time I might add. For the time being the oval 
will be open on Mondays and Fridays, 
weather permitting, with the breaks in 
between allowing the grass to recover. I 
expect that the oval will be in full use by the 
start of term 4.  
 
BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 
Antonio Park Primary School was opened on September 19, 1960 so 
that means that next year weôll turn 50. So that we can celebrate this 
event in style, I would like to invite 
interested parents to join our publicity 
committee to plan and help organise 
celebrations. Some ideas about how we 
could celebrate this event are: 

¶ A back to Antonio Park Primary School 
day/evening 

¶ An honour board 

¶ A permanent display of old photos and 
memorabilia 

¶ Visiting speakers for the children 

¶ A formal dinner 
 
Work on this needs to start before the end 
of the year so that planning can commence 
and past parents, staff and pupils can be 
contacted. Please contact either myself or Jan MacDonald if you are 
interested. 
 
PARKING REVIEW 
Parking restrictions and signage has been a topic of discussion at 
recent school council meetings. We have been contacted by the 
Whitehorse Council to seek our views on parking limits including the 
option of drop off zones, restricted time limits around the start and 
the end of the school day. At School Council we are keen to obtain 
the views of parents so that we can form a position that is 
representative of the needs of all our community. School Council will 
receive written submissions Friday September 11.  

 
WORKING BEE 
Our next working bee will be held on Saturday 
August 29 from 9:00am ï 12 noon. We have lots 
of jobs planned so please lend a hand for a few 
hours . More detail will be sent home in a 
separate notice tomorrow. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS 
Congratulations to our Aerobics team, The Wild 
Berries: Sarah Zachariah, Eliza Moskalewicz, 
Jordanna Mooney, Lisa Miosku, Maddy Johns, 

Sophie Juler, Maria Antoniou & Lily Miniken and The Jets: Bailey 
Hopgood, Tomas Moran, Samuel Anderson and Nathan Heenan, 
who came 2nd and 7th respectively at the National School Aerobics 
Competition in Adelaide last weekend. This is a wonderful 

achievement by all concerned. Particular 
thanks to teachers Natalie MacKay, Amy 
Diedrich, Jan MacDonald and Jenny Semken 
and the studentsô parents for supporting the 
girls and boys so well. 
 
SCHOOL PERFORMANCES 
This weekend we also have two teams in 
Tournament of Minds at Swinburne University 
Lilydale Campus.  óThe Thinkersô will perform 
their presentation at 11.20am and óThe Culture 
Kidsô will be on at 2.00pm.  Best wishes to 
students Alex Swan, Jessica Thek, Nathan 
Heenan, Tom Moran, Chloe Tyers, Elise 
Pratesi, Amy Wollman, Nick Pratesi, Macleod 
Kayne, Imogen Bate, Ashleigh Towers, Sally 

Powson, Lily Klunyk and Zoe Mandalis and teachers Carly Briant and 
Zoe Ravenscroft. The teams will present at assembly next Monday. 
 
Our senior and junior choirs will also be performing this Saturday at 
the CM Wood Centre at Tintern Girls Grammar. Best wishes to Jane 
Stamp, Margaret Lewis and to all the girls and boys involved. 
 
Hans Kueffer 
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Happy birthday to  Harrison, Kyle, 

Tara & Connor  
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Assistant Principal 
This week, we held our third session of the 
Developing Literacy Partnerships 
program for parents. The session explored 
how children learn to read, the reading 
environment at home and in the classroom, 
and how the Home 
Reading program can 

support young readers. Thank you to 
Karen Davis and Janet George, from 

our English Team who 
joined in our discussion 
and we thank Janet for 
sharing her collection of 

wonderful books for 
children. 
Thanks also to Sandra and Brigitte 
from OSHC for child minding once 
again for our parent participants. 
One of the handouts on the night 
waséHow to help your child with 
reading. I know many parents would 
be using these ideas when helping 
with their childôs learning. These are a few ideas from 
the handout that you may find useful. 
Makeéa regular time for reading together. Share books 
brought home from school or old favourites from your 
own collection. 
Talkéabout the book. Use pictures to predict what it is 
going to be about. 
Provideéreading materials that are about the interests 
and experiences of your child and your family. 
Joinéthe local library 
Locateésigns, read recipes, junk mail, packets, boxes 
and other household items. 
Giveébooks for gifts or treats. Select books with rhyme, 
rhythm, repetition and predictable ideas. 
Readéold favourites again and again to promote 
familiarity and confidence.  Encourage your child to read 
them to you. 
Displayéan interest in reading. Let your child see you 
reading, e.g. newspaper, phone books, magazines, 
novels. 
Read aloudétogether and look for the clues to tell you 
how to say what is written, e.g. ótalking marksô, bold 
print, italics. 
If you would like a copy of all the handouts, please 
contact the school, and we will organise them to be sent 
home for you. 
We look forward to our next session on Tuesday 25th  
August, Understanding Writing. 
Professional Development. On Tuesday night, the 
entire staff at Antonio Park attended a course facilitated 
by St Johns Ambulance, on Anaphylaxis. The course 
was a 3 hour session that covered allergic reactions, risk 
management, prevention, anaphylactic triggers and 
education in our classrooms and school community. We 
were also trained in the use of the Epi Pen in the case of 
an anaphylactic reaction. The course was very 
informative and to have everyone on our staff trained in 
this area is important for our school. We will be 
reviewing our procedures and ensuring they meet 
Department Guidelines. We will notify all parents in due 
course, following our review. Thank you to Lauren 
Emmerson who organised this session for us all. 
 
Enjoy your week 
Jan Mac 

Whatôs Happening in Level 1? 
Graphs, graphs and more graphs! This week the preps 
have been busy tallying and graphing lots of information, 
including data collected from our Werribee Zoo 
excursion. Next week in maths we will be looking at the 
concept of time, including day and night and how we can 

measure the passing of time 
through informal (claps, counting 
etc) and formal ways (clocks, 
timers, calendars etc).  In Literacy 
we will be exploring the letter Uu.  
Just a quick note about toys coming 
to school; we are finding some toys 
being brought to school that are not 
appropriate and are being easily 
broken in the yard at playtime. If 
you would like to have a chat with 
your child about bringing 
appropriate toys to school to play 
with outside it would be greatly 
appreciated.  
Have a lovely weekend, 
Carly, Natalie, Janet and Elizabeth 

 
Whatôs happening in Level 2? 
Our city excursion last week was fantastic.  We travelled 
in by bus to Eureka Tower.  We caught the lift which 
travels at 9.8 meters per second, up to the 88

th
 floor.  

We then spent some time looking out over the city of 
Melbourne.  After the Eureka Tower we walked to visit, 
the Arts Centre, St Paulôs Cathedral and Federation 
Square.  We then finished off a wonderful day with a trip 
across the Westgate Bridge to look at the city skyline.  It 
was a great day and a big thank you to all of the parent 
helpers who came along, as the day would not have 
been possible without you. 
A quick reminder to everyone who has not yet returned 
all of their swimming permission and medical forms, 
these need to be brought back to school this week.   A 
minimum of fifty dollars deposit is required for all 
students to attend the first lesson on Monday so please 
keep those payments coming in.  We are all looking 
forward to a fun and exciting swimming program next 
week. 
Donôt forget to keep reading and enjoy sharing these 
experiences with your children. 
The Level 2 Team 
 

Whatôs happening in Level 3? 
Can you believe that we are half way through the term, 
50% finished, 0.5 of the way through!  This week in 
Level 3 we have started our new unit of Maths. The 
focus for the next 6 lessons will be Chance and Data. 
Probability more to the point. I wonder what the 
likelihood is for it raining on Athletics day. You will know 
the answer to this question whilst reading this report!  In 
Literacy we are continuing our literature books, spelling 

like bees and learning important facts 
about the states of Australia.  Next 
week is Book Week! The level 3ôs will 
be completing an author study on the 
ever popular Roald Dahl. Stay tuned 
for more information.  
The  Level 3ôs will commence their 
intensive swimming program on 

Monday (24
th
 August). Please ensure that all medical 

forms and permission slips are returned by the end of 

 

AUSSIES OF THE WEEK  



the week. Without these your child will be unable to 
attend the lesson. Payments will be due at the office by 
Friday 28

th
 August. 

Good luck to the Level 3 students participating in 
Tournament of Minds on the weekend. We know you will 
do us proud! Go get óem!  
The Level 3 Team, 
Amy, Karen, Jane and Lachlan 
 

Whatôs Happening in Level 4? 
Today all the Level 4 students ventured to Proclamation 
Park for our annual House Athletics Day. It was terrific to 
see all of the children getting into the spirit of the day 
and doing their very best to earn points for their 
respective houses. Well done to everybody who 

participated and gave all the track 
and field events a try. A huge 
thanks to Mr Mac and Ms Hayes 
for their sensational organisation of 
the day, as well as all the 
wonderful parents who supported 
the children and helped out on the 
day. Our Athletics training will 

continue on Friday afternoons as we prepare to 
represent our school at the District Athletics in 
September. This day will see all the Level 4 students 
involved as some will compete in their individual events 
whilst others will form our Relay, Cross Ball and Tunnel 
Ball teams.  
 
Following on from our World Vision Global Food Crisis 
Workshops many Level 4 students have taken up the 
challenge to participate in this yearôs 40 Hour Famine. 
Please remember that tomorrow each Level 4 grade will 
be giving up something for the entire school day in order 
to raise money for World Vision. We kindly ask each 
child to bring along a gold coin donation to help support 
this wonderful cause. We wish all of those students who 
are individually completing this yearôs 40 Hour Famine 
the best of luck and remind them to collect their 
sponsorship money and return it to Mrs Rogan as soon 
as possible. 
 
As we start moving towards the end of Term 3, no doubt 
our Swimming Program at the beginning of Term 4 will 
creep up on us very quickly. We have had a wonderful 
response to this yearôs Level 4 Swimming Program and 
kindly thank those families who have paid or started 
making payments. Payment/s for our Swimming 
Program can now start being made. Please remember 
that families can pay in installments if they prefer.  
 
Over the next couple of weeks the children will begin to 
plan for and involve themselves in PODCASTING as 
part of our óMedia Madnessô Unit. This proves to be an 
extremely exciting and educational experience for the 
children as we explore how technological advances 
have influenced the production and distribution of media. 
We have so many technological savvy students in Level 
4, the teachers are also extremely excited about what 
they will learn from this experience. Stay Tuned!  
 
Good luck to the students involved in our Tournament of 
Minds Teams this year as they put the final touches on 

their performances in preparation for this weekendôs 
competition. No doubt the hard work they have put in 
over the past six weeks will be well worth it. Good luck 
this weekend. 
 
Have a great week! 
Level 4 Team 
Lauren, Ruth, Stella & Frank 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The Power of Goals and Positives 
Positives goals and targets help us to achieve success. 
Rewarding ourselves with positives always drives us to 
work well and improve. Although often we tend to focus 
more on the negative in a situation than a positive. Why? 
Negative outcomes, comments and thoughts stop us 
from remembering all of the amazingly positive things 
we do EVERY day! 
With family, friends, work and school it is these positives 
that we should remember more rather than the 
occasional negative. The interesting thing we can 
sometimes forget is that the only way we all learn as 
humans is through making mistakes. How did we learn 
to walk? We fell over numerous times. How did we learn 
to ride? We practised with training wheels before we 
mastered the art of balance. As a society however, it is 
interesting that some believe a mistake is a negative! 
WE ALL LEARN FROM MISTAKES!  
Tips for ourselves to be more positive thinkers. 

1. We learn from mistakes. If you make one, how 

can you learn from it! 

2. Be thankful. 

3. Believe in yourself. 

4. Write positives about yourself and keep it 

somewhere so you can add positives to the list. 

5. Donôt let negative people influence your own 

thoughts. Make your own mind up! 

Things to try at home together as a family; 
1. Decide together as a family a target or goal for 

finishing homework and a reward if it is 

completed in that time.  

2. When reading together highlight the positives of 

the person reading first before suggesting 

improvements positively. óWell done, your 

pauses at full stops are terrific, keep it up. Try if 

you can to read with more expression when you 

see ñspeech marksò! 

 
 



  

Wow, what an amazing weekend! Last Friday the Wild Berries, The Jets, family 

members, Miss D and myself set off early for the School Aerobics National 

Championships in Adelaide. We all had a brilliant time with many memorable 

moments. It is the first year that we have had a team reach a National level in the 

boys section. The Jets were up against very strong and experienced teams and came 

7
th
 in Australia. The Wild Berries were also up against tough competition and 

performed exceptionally, finishing 2
nd

 in Australia. This result is also special, as it is our 

first medal at a National level. The Jets and Wild Berries had been training for six 

months, improving and strengthening their technique. A huge credit to each and 

every one of them for giving up their r ecessõ, lunch times, afternoons and weekends 

for training. It was an absolute pleasure to coach both teams who showed great team 

spirit throughout the National competition. I would like to say a huge thank  you to  

Jan MacDonald and Jenny Semken for flying up to Adelaide to support the teams and 

a big thank you to Miss D who also came and assisted and supervised the teams. Iõm 

extremely fortunate to have the support from the studentsõ parents, who have also 

given up many hours for training and fundraising throughout the year. Iõm very 

grateful for everything that has been done to achieve our wonderful success at the 

Nationals. Again thank you to our staff and school community for all of your support 

and wishes. 

Last but certainly not least, I would like to say thank you to The Jets and the Wild 

Berries for your outstanding efforts and amazing team spirit. It was wonderful to hear 

the encouraging and inspiring words that you said to each other over the weekend 

and Iõm extremely fortunate to be able to have coached a gorgeous group of kids! 

 

Thanks for your continued support 

Miss Natalie Mackay 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Introducing 

PEER MEDIATION 
 

If you . . . 

¶ Had an argument with a friend 

¶ Are having trouble solving a conflict 

¶ Need support with finding a fair solutionééPeer Mediation is for you! 
Antonio Park is currently training students in the role of Peace Makers, our very own Peer Mediators.  Our Peace 

Makers are students who have been trained in peer mediation and are qualified to help other students resolve the 

issues in a conflict situation. 

Peace Makers are neutral and will not take sides during the mediation. 

Peer mediations are voluntary and confidential. 
 

WHAT IS PEER MEDIATION? 
 

Peer Mediation is a process where specially trained students help others students in the playground who are 

involved in a student-student conflict.  Students are encouraged to take responsibility for considering alternative 

actions and reaching an agreement about their future behaviours.  It is: 

¶ A confidential process for resolving conflicts. 

¶ A method of communication where Peace Makers can facilitate positive social interaction to promote 

understanding, empathy and problem solving. 

¶ A process where students involved in conflict develop their own solutions with the help of Peace Makers. 

Peace Makers are aware of what conflicts they are able to assist with.  If a conflict is ôtoo bigõ then it is referred to a 

Staff member on duty. 
 

WHO ARE PEACE MAKERS? 
 

¶ Students who will be in Level 4 in 2010 who are committed to making their school a peaceful and respectful 

learning environment.  

¶ Students from diverse backgrounds who represent a variety of experiences.  

¶ Students who have received intensive training in communication, problem solving, empathy and emotions, 

conflict resolution, and mediation skills.  
 

PEER MEDIATION AT ANTONIO PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

Peer Mediation is an effective tool for resolving conflict and embraces Restorative Practices which is a philosophy 

for conflict resolution that Antonio Park Primary School embraces. 
 

Becoming a Peace Maker requires commitment and maturity. Selected students will be trained to meet with 

students involved in conflicts and help them work out differences. Please read and think about the questions 

below.  
 

Are you a student who other students respect and would listen to?  

1. Do other students come to you with their problems?  

2. Are you able to keep something you are told confidential?  

3. Are you a student who can "keep your cool" even if other people are upset or angry?  

4. Are you willing to give up some of your lunch times to be a Peace Maker?  

5. Would you like to be a mediator?  

If you answer "yes" to most of the questions, please see Miss Van Leerdam or Miss Emmerson to apply to become 

one of Antonio Park Primary Schoolõs Peace Makers. 
Peer Mediation training is occurring at the moment with Marg Armstrong from Just Practices, Ruth van Leerdam and Lauren 

Emmerson. 
If you have any questions, or for further information, please do not hesitate to contact  

Jan Macdonald, Ruth van Leerdam or Lauren Emmerson. 



 

 

Level 1CB 
Caleb Hendrie Upson For his fantastic problem solving skills to solve maths 

sums in his head. 
 

 

Level 1EA 
Danielle Sweetten For your enthusiasm when working with AJ last 

week.  Well done. 
 

 

Level 1NM 
Aisha Aly For always working to your full potential and 

socialising positively with others.  Congratulations on 
your amazing efforts! 

 
 

Level 2ED 
Chris Barber For your improved effort to complete set tasks. 
    
 

Level 2ER 
2ER For conducting themselves responsibly on our city 

excursion.  Thanks for a great day! 
 
 

Level 2BR 
Samuel Karaoglanis For his thoughtful questions and interesting ideas on 

our city trip. 
 
 

Level 2JS 
Jamie Garcia For always putting on her thinking hat and trying her 

best! 
 

Level 2ZR 
Ruby Dickson For displaying values of responsibility and fairness 

while caring for your friends.  Thanks for helping to 
keep the peace! 

 
 

Level 3AD 
Sharna Heath For being a beautiful classroom member and always 

lending a helping hand. 
 

Level 3JD 
Alynda Wilde For her enthusiasm towards the peer mediation 

course.  What a wonderful role for you! 
 

Level 3KD 
Indiah Williams For approaching mathematical problems with 

determination.  Keep up the great work!  

 

Level 3LS  
Callum Brokenshire For his terrific efforts both in the classroom and with 

his peer mediation training.  Keep up the good work 
Cal! 

 

Level 4FS 
Luke Rees For working hard both at home and at school on his 

reading, writing and spelling!  Super Effort! 
 

Level 4LE 
Josh Kral For being a conscientious student towards all 

learning tasks.  What a brilliant role model you are to 
your peers and a delight to have in our room! 

 

Level 4RV 
Melanie Rafferty For your enthusiastic attitude and your great progress 

in your learning. 
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