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Thursday August 27, 2009  No. 26 

For Your Diary 
Saturday August 29 Working Bee 9.00am ï 12.00noon 

Saturday August 29 Antonio Park Social Night - cancelled 

Monday August 31 National Tree Planting Day 

Tuesday September 1 Prep transition 9.30-12.00 

Wednesday September 2 Prep Maths Night 

Thursday September 3 Fathers Day Stall 

Tuesday September 8 District Athletics 

Tuesday September 8 Prep transition 9.30-12.00 

Tuesday September 15 Prep transition 1.30-3.00 

Friday September 18 End of Term 

Dear Antonio Park families 

If youôve been near the foyer recently you may have 
noticed a large TV monitor on the wall just outside Mrs 
Aldaôs room showing some 
strange looking graphs. The 
monitor is connected to one of 
our solar invertors and the 
graphs show the number of kWs 
of electricity we are using at our 
school and the numbers of kWs 
that we are generating 
throughout the day. At present 
we only have one of the 
invertors connected as we are 
waiting for parts for the second 
one. The third will be operational 

before the end of term. As I 
understand it, by looking at the 
graphs you can work out how 
much electricity weôre using, 
how much weôre generating and therefore how much 
weôre drawing from the electricity grid. Tomorrow we 
hope to receive some further training on how this all 
works. 
 
WEôVE DONE IT AGAIN! 
Performances by our two teams at Swinburne University 
in Lilydale in the National Tournament of Minds 
Competition on the weekend were outstanding and have 
produced wonderful results. Our Language Literature 
group of Alex Swan, Jessica Thek, Nathan Heenan, 
Tom Moran, Chloe Tyers, Elise Pratesi, Amy Wollman, 
who presented The Thinkers did a wonderful job while 
our social sciences team of Nick Pratesi, Macleod 
Kayne, Imogen Bate, Ashleigh Towers, Sally Powson, 
Lily Klunyk and Zoe Mandalis who presented Culture 
Kids were awarded honors. The hard work of all the 
participating students and teachers Carly Briant, Zoe 
Ravenscroft and Bonnie Ratten who planned, worked 
and rehearsed over the last 6 weeks, has certainly paid 
off once again. Providing great support were parents 
and families who made sure the children were fed, 
transported and encouraged throughout the event.  
 

To put the event into some kind of perspective, 
competing in the tournament are thousands of students 

from hundreds of Government and 
Non Government schools throughout 
Victoria and across Australia. A look 
through the list of participating 
schools indicates just how tough the 
opposition was. Many schools that 
entered teams are more than twice 
the size of Antonio Park. A full list of 
award winning schools can be found 
at www.tom.edu.au/ . 
 
WORKING BEE 
I hope to see lots of you at our second 

Working Bee of the year this Saturday 
morning.  It will start at 9:00am and 
finish at 12:00 noon. 
 

Some of the many tasks that need to be completed 
are: 

¶ Soft fall under play equipment 

¶ Clean up nature reserve 

¶ Whipper snipping & mowing 

¶ Gutters and pits cleaned 
 
What to bring 

¶ Wheelbarrows 

¶ Chainsaws 

¶ Gum boots 

¶ Blowers 

¶ Brush cutters 

¶ Shovels 

¶ Pruning shears 

¶ Gardening gloves 
 
THANKS 
Next week we welcome back Cheryl Curcio who will 
return from 7 weeks leave. Leonie Oppawsky who 
replaced Cheryl, did a wonderful job. Weôll miss Leonie, 
whose last day is this Friday.  
 
Hans Kueffer, PRINCIPAL 

 Antonio Park Primary School 

631-639 Whitehorse Road, MITCHAM  3132 

Hans Kueffer, Principal  Tel:  9874 4371 

Jan MacDonald, Assistant Principal 

 Hans Kueffer, Principal   9874 4371 

 

 
 

Happy Birthday to Eboni, Hamish, 

Mitchell, Zac and Lana  

 

mailto:antonio.park.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.antoniops.vic.edu.au/
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Assistant Principal 
This week we held our final session of 
Developing Literacy Partnerships. 
We discussed writing, the writing 
process, how we can support children 
with their writing, how spelling is linked 
to writing and how we can encourage 
children with their spelling. 

The session was interactive with parents in discussion 
and with óhands onô activities to demonstrate how 
childrenôs learning can be linked to the way adults learn 
when confronted by something new!   
The handouts from the night are available to all parents 
and can be obtained by contacting the school.  
Thank you to Hans Kueffer, Natalie Mackay and Karen 
Davis for their valuable input into our discussions and to 
Jenny Semken, who once again cared for the children of 
our parents. I believe she is now an óexpertô at drawing 
animals! Thanks also to teachers 
who shared their studentsô wonderful 
work with us all. 
When we hold these special nights, 
there is always some organisation 
neededéthank you Stella Rogan 
and Janet George, our ófairiesô, who 
quietly helped organise our 
refreshments in the library! 
Lastly, thank you to all the parents 
who participated over the four 
sessions and for joining in our 
discussions to make each session a 
success. Our partnership with home 
and school is ongoing and we hope 
that the program gave you some insight into your childôs 
learning now and in the future. 
Jan Mac 

Library News 

 
Book Week was launched at assembly on Monday and 
each class is going on a óBook Safariô through many 
different books! 
Some classes are ójourneyingô through books by Jackie 
French, Mem Fox, Bob Graham, Roald Dahl, Margaret 
Wild, to name a few, or through books about animals, 
dragons, insectsé! 
The Childrenôs Book Council of Australia has 
announced the winners for: 
 Book of the Year for 2009! How to Heal a Broken 
Wing by Bob Graham NOTE: Books are intended for an 
audience ranging from birth to 18 years. Some books 
may be for mature readers.                                                                                                                                       
Younger Readers Book of the Year 2009 

*WINNER:   Perry Angelôs Suitcase: by Glenda Millard: 
Illustrated by Stephen Michael King.   HONOUR:    The 
Wish Pony: by Catherine Bateson                                                              
HONOUR:    Then: by Morris Gleitzman 

 

Early Childhood Book of the Year 2009 

*WINNER:   How to Heal a Broken Wing: by Bob 
Graham                                                                                                                       
HONOUR:     Leaf by Stephen Michael King                                                                                                                     
HONOUR:     Tom Tom by Rosemary Sullivan: 
Illustrated by Dee Huxley 

Picture Book of the Year 2009 

*WINNER:   Collecting Colour by Kylie Dunstan                                                                                                                         
HONOUR:     Home and Away by Matt Ottley: Text by 
John Marsden (for mature readers).  HONOUR:     The 
Big Little Book of Happy Sadness by Colin Thompson    

Eve Pownall Book of the Year 2009 

*WINNER:   Alive in the Death Zone 
by Lincoln Hall                                                         
HONOUR:     The Word Spy by Ursula 
Duborsarky: Illustrated by Riddle Tohby                  
HONOUR:     Simpson and his 
Donkey by Mark Greenwood: 
Illustrated by Frane Lessa 

Whatôs Happening in Level 1? 
BOOK WEEK: Did you know that the 
story óPossum Magicô by Mem Fox was 
originally titled óHush the Invisible 
Mouseô, before it was published? Mem 
Fox has been our author of the week 
and we have been diving into books 

with such enthusiasm and excitement. Time for Bed, 
Gilard and Partridge and Possum Magic are just a few 
books that the students have completed book responses 
to. Prep students have worked with all prep teachers 
and explored different aspects of Mem Foxôs life and 
books she has published. You can visit her site; 
www.memfox.com.au 
 
LITERACY: We have also been focussing on the letter 
Uu, brainstorming words and forming the letter U 
correctly. Students have shown a positive interest about 
time and are keen to draw their clocks again after 
learning about their features this week.  
Mmmm, can you smell something cooking next week? 
Yes, opportunities that canôt be missed with the letter Vv. 
Each class will be making their own vegetable soup and 
capturing learning experiences with reading and writing 
skills. We would like each student to bring a 
vegetable on Monday 31

st
 August to contribute to 

their soup.  
 
NUMERACY: In maths next week we will be focussing 
on area. A reminder that we have our exciting Maths 
Night on Wednesday 2

nd
 September, please return slips 

as soon as possible as we need to organise groups. We 
would love to see you all there! 
 
SCHOOL NURSE: We have recently sent home school 
nurse packs, please complete them and return them to 
school as soon as possible. Dianne Plant will begin 
assessments on Monday 7

th
 September.  

 
IN THE SPOTLIGHT: Find 5 facts about a plant or an 
animal and share them with the class.  

 

AUSSIES OF THE WEEK  

http://www.memfox.com.au/


TRANSITION: Wow, itôs that time already! Next Tuesday 
is our first transition session for our 2010 Preps. Our 
current prep teachers will be running activities with the 
kinder kids and we have teachers employed to take 
responsibility for our current prep classes. Normal 
classroom programs will run on these days, however 
there may be some room changes for our current prep 
students. The transition sessions are beneficial for each 
child to attend. They not only get to know the school 
surroundings, but they meet staff members, students in 
other levels and begin to make friends in their different 
groupings. If you have any questions about the transition 
program please see our coordinator, Miss Natalie 
Mackay. A reminder that the kinder kids will need to 
bring a snack to these sessions.  
 
Thank you Level 1 Team 

 
Whatôs happening in Level 2? 

 
Wow, swimming for two 

weeks. What a busy 
time in Level 2!  
Thank you to all the 
parents who 

volunteered to help out with 
swimming. Please stay and help in the changing rooms. 
Many hands help to get everyone warmed up and 
changed quickly. Remember to pay the final payments 
for swimming by the end of next week.  
We are sure that all the level two parents and students 
are working on their projects at home. If you have any 
queries about the 
guidelines for this project 
please come and see your 
childôs teacher as soon as 
possible. No one will want 
to miss out when we start 
sharing these projects on 
Monday, September 7

th
.  

Keeping swimming and splashing! 
The Level 2 Team 

 
Whatôs happening in Level 3? 
Book week, Swimming Program and school as we know 
it. Busy, busy times in Level 3! 
 
The swimming program got off to a terrific start on 
Monday this week at Nunawading Aqualink. The 
students have been divided into small groups of 7 or 8 
for the lessons and have been working on a number of 
different strokes and techniques. The teachers at 
Aqualink have been saying what a wonderful group of 
students we have, well done guys!  A big thank you to all 
of our parent helpers who have willingly offered to assist 
with the program.  
 
Today and tomorrow, as part of the schoolôs book week 
celebrations, the Level 3 students are completing 
activities based on the famous author Roald Dahl. 
Students are completing a different activity with each 
Level 3 teacher; including creating their own Willie 
Wonkaôs origami designs and delving into the minds of 
the Twits and their cheeky and disgusting antics! 
Creative, fun and enjoyable for all.  
 
Congratulations to all of the amazingly talented students 
from Level 3 who took part in Tournament of the Minds 

on the weekend just gone. Your sensational teamwork 
and performances showed the effort you all must have 
put in and we all enjoyed your sensational performances 
at assembly on Monday! Congratulations on your 
achievements! 
 
A reminder that payments ($17) are now due for our 
Melbourne Museum and Captain Cookôs cottage 
excursions (new date September 9

th
). If you havenôt paid 

already could you please do so ASAP to help finalise 
numbers and arrangements for the day. Thank you to 
those who have already returned their money and 
permission slip. 
 
Level 3 Team 
Amy, Karen, Jane and Lachlan 
 

Whatôs Happening in Level 4? 
This óBook Weekô has seen us involved in some 
enjoyable reading and researching activities based 
around our author study Jackie French. The students 
have been reading her books, novels and picture books, 
researching about her and her books on the computer, 
and completing various activities. It has been an 
enjoyable week getting to know about Jackie French. 
We have all learnt something about her, her inspiration 
and the ideas behind her books.  
 
It has been exciting to see the students getting involved 
in their óPodcastingô as part of our óMedia Madnessô 
unit. The students are into their large teams and working 
out the interesting features/segments that they will 
include. The teams will be rehearsing their scripts and 
then recording their podcasts using software later in the 
term. Listen out for when the teams will be podcasting 
their segments and where! 
 
Last Thursday was a brilliant day at Proclamation Park 
for our Annual House Athletics Day. The students and 
adults thoroughly enjoyed the day and had a great time. 
Congratulations to the students on their fantastic 
involvement in events and demeanour on the day. 
Congratulations to Mullum Mullum (Red) House for 
winning this yearôs title! 2

nd
- Yarran Dheran, 3

rd
 ï Deep 

Creek, 4
th
 ï Wattle Valley.  An enormous thank you to 

Mr. Mac and Ms. Hayes for their organisation for the day 
and to our parent helpers, who we couldnôt have done it 
without! 
 
A óGraduationô interest letter went out to parents this 
week. For those Grade 6 parents who are interested in 
being involved in the preparations for graduation, please 
return your slip by Monday.  A huge thank you to 
Rhonda Johns for organising this note. 
Next week is óLiteracy and Numeracy Weekô! There will 
be many great activities that the students will be 
involved in during the week. Stay tuned to hear about 
them. 
Thanks,  
Frank, Stella, Ruth and Lauren 

 
Whatôs happening in Physical Education? 
 
House Athletics Day 
Last Thursday we held our annual House 
Athletics Carnival at Proclamation Park in 
Ringwood and what a fantastic day it 
was!! After a rainy start we had fine 



weather and the day ran very smoothly thanks to all of 
our terrific students, fantastic parent helpers and of 
course very supportive staff. Thank you all very much for 
your efforts on the day, it is very much appreciated. 
 
Congratulations to all students who put in a HUGE effort. 
There were ribbons of every colour everywhere and 
there were some VERY tired students at the end of a 
very big day.  
 
The results were as follows: 
 
Mullum Mullum (red house)ï 1129 
points 
Yarran Dheran (green house) ï 994 
points 
Deep Creek (blue house) ï 904 points 
Wattle Valley (yellow house) ï 577 
points 
 
Congratulations not only to Mullum 
Mullum, but to all houses for great 
participation and endeavour on the day. 
We would also like to mention our 
admiration of those students who find 
athletics difficult, but who ñhad a crackò and even if they 
came last, earned points for their team.  
 
District Athletics 
The District Athletics will be held Tuesday 8

th
 September 

@ Bill Sewart Reserve, East Burwood.  
 
All Level 4 students and some Level 3 students will 
participate in the District Athletics Competition. Events 
will be announced and notices will be distributed this 
week. 
 
Again, thankyou to all those wonderful parents who 
assisted on the day.  
 
Annette Hayes & Darren McMenaman 
Physical Education 
 

 
Have you noticed something different about our 
classroom doors?  They have taken on a different look 
over the past few days. Each door has been decorated 
to represent a topic or author being investigated by each 
grade this week. We have had a great time celebrating 
Book Week. The whole school has been taking a 
journey through books. Level One have been looking at 
Mem Fox and rotating through different activities with 
each of the teachers.  Level Two are investigating 
individual authors and genres.  Level Three are 
celebrating Roald Dahl and participating in four different 
activities that will rotate over two days. The Level Fours 
are involved in activities related to Jackie French.  We 
hope that you have had time to celebrate Book Week by 
taking a journey sharing and reading books with your 
children this week. 
Have a great Book Safari! 
English Committee 

Legacy Week  
 
Badges, wristbands and pens available 
 
Legacy Week   August 30 ï September 5, 2009 
Legacy continues to support the families of Australiaôs 
war veterans since 1923 by providing welfare, advice 
and practical assistance, counselling and education to 
those in need. 
Legacy is a volunteer organisation funded by community 
donations.  It is at this time each year when Legacy 
appeals to the community for support to continue its 

caring work. 
The school plans to support 
Legacy and will be selling badges, 
wristbands and pens next week. 
Badges are available for $5.00 
(yellow badges) or a gold coin 
donation for others. 
Wristbands $2.00 
Pens $5.00 
Once again many thanks for your 
support. 
 
Stella Rogan 

Social Services Coordinator 

 

40 Hour Famine 
Congratulations and a BIG thank you to all the grades 
and children who participated in the 40 Hour Famine.  
What a fun day with all grades going 
without something different during 
school! 
The total collected from the grades 
was $340.65. 
 
For the Level 4 children who 
participated in the 40 Hour Famine 
over the weekend, please return 
your booklet (even unused booklets) 
and sponsorship money to myself or the office as soon 
as possible. 
Once again, thanks for helping others.  
 
Stella Rogan    
Social Services Coordinator 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Spring is almost upon us and with blue skies and sunny 
days just around the corner (well, maybe not this week!) 
and itôs time to get out of the house and make the most 
of it!  
 
Did you know that simply going for a 30-minute walk, 3 
to 4 times a week can greatly improve your fitness and 
general wellbeing? Walking is one of the easiest and 

 



most beneficial forms of exercise. All you need is good 
walking shoes, comfortable clothing and plenty of water 
to drink.  
 
So the next time itôs a sunny day outside, round up the 
kids, put on your walking shoes, get outside and smell 
the cherry blossoms! Not only is walking a great way to 
spend time with the family, it also greatly reduces stress 
and leaves you feeling fit, happy and healthy!  
 
Here are some handy tips for improving fitnessé  

¶ Build a walk into your journey to work.  Walk to the 

train or park the car further away from the office. 

¶ Take the stairs instead of the lift or the escalator.  

¶ Aim to walk to the shops, or any other short 
journeys. 

¶ Enjoy the fresh air and take the family and dog out 
for long steady walks. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

In Your  Shoes  

 

Unwanted Footwear Collection  
 
 
For Your Information 
In the last week of the term, our school will be collecting shoes.  All types and sizes 
are welcome. 
 
So look in your cupboards, empty the shoe drawer etc in preparation. 
 
Give your old shoes a new life, by donating them to In Your Shoes, who collect 
unwanted shoes to distribute to people less fortunate than ourselves-a totally 
fantastic incentive for you to make a real difference to the community and the 
ENVIRONMENT!. 
 
Be sure to pair up the shoes together by their laces or with rubber bands. 
 
We will have a box ready for your shoes which will be collected on the 18th 
September (last day of the school term) 
In Your Shoes is an unwanted footwear collection program which aims to divert 
reusable shoes from landfill.  Collected shoes are then redistributed to local charities 
and international communities so disadvantaged people might benefit. 
 



PAG 2009 News  

 

 

 

 

FATHERS DAY STALL  
 

ON THURSDAY 3 RD SEPT. 
 

ITEMS FROM $1.00 -$5.00  

(MAXIMUM $5.00 PER CHILD)  

EXTRA SHOPPING MAY BE DONE AT 1.30pm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Antonio Park Social Night  

óJEEPSTERó  
Saturday 29 th  August  

THIS EVENT HAS BEEN òCANCELLEDó  

DUE TO LACK OF SUPPORT  
Thank you to all those who were planning to come along ð 

unfortunately the numbers were too low to host the event .  

____________________________________  



 

 

Level 1CB 
Cayden Paterson For his clever thinking skills when using the thinking 

hats. 
 

 

Level 1EA 
Emily Steenhuis For her great effort and wonderful attitude toward 

literacy. 
 

 

Level 1NM 
Lochlan Whyte For your wonderful efforts with your work and your 

positive attitude towards learning.  Congratulations 
Lochlan! 

 
 

Level 2ED 
Shae Heaney For your great effort to improve your presentation 

skills and for your enthusiasm with spelling last week.  
Congratulations. 

    
 

Level 2ER 
Stefanie Ruggieri For brightening our room with her sensational smile 

and maintaining a positive attitude to all that she 
does. 

Jacop Steen For building resilience and developing a more 
positive attitude.  You are making great progress 
Jacob. 

 
 

Level 2BR 
Harry Gough For being a wonderful and helpful member of our 

grade. 
 
 

Level 2JS 
Jess Zachariah For detailed and interesting responses to all literacy 

tasks. 
 

Level 2ZR 
Steven Green For your creative and detailed design of a shelter for 

the future. 
 
 

Level 3AD 
Miss D For doing the best she can for us and being the 

greatest teacher she can be!  YOUôRE AWESOME! 
Ajay Prakash For being an enthusiastic and energetic participant at 

Athletics.  What a superstar.  Keep up the positive 
attitude. 

 

Level 3JD 
Sam Mikulandra For being such a wonderful member of the grade and 

putting so much effort into the presentation of your 
work. 

 

Level 3KD 
Richard Yuan For beautifully presented homework.  You always take 

pride in your work.  What a great role model! 
 

Level 3LS  
Ky Hodson For his enthusiasm in Maths and his terrific 

knowledge of fact families and ó3 for freeô! 
 

Level 4FS 
Madeline Ancill For her wonderful passion towards reading and her 

brilliant contributions to Literature Group Discussions. 
 

Level 4LE 
Callam Keogh For his courage and perseverance after his fall during 

hurdles.  Top effort Callam! 
 

Level 4RV 
Kaylah Tobias For your continued enthusiasm to your learning and 

your willingness to have a go.  Well done. 
 

 

 

Aussie of the Week Awards 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Aussie 

of the 

Week 


