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Thursday September 10, 2009  No. 28 

For Your Diary 
Monday September 14 School Council 

Tuesday September 15 Prep transition 1.30-3.00 

Tuesday September 15 Choir - Sing in Spring, Mitcham Primary School 4.30-6.30pm 

Friday September 18 End of Term 2.30pm finish 

Monday October 5 First day of Term 3 

Dear Antonio Park families 

ANAPHYLAXIS IN SCHOOLS 
As teachers we have a duty of care to provide a safe learning 
environment for all children. Our staff recently participated in a 3 hour 
Anaphylaxis Training session here at school. It was run by St John 
Ambulance and as a consequence, we are in the process of 
reviewing our risk management arrangements. We currently have 3 
children with Anaphylactic Plans and 8 
other children with Allergy Plans 
throughout the school. 
 
On 14 July 2008 the Childrenôs Services 
and Education and Training Reform 
(Anaphylaxis Management) Amendment 
Act 2008 came into effect. The 
legislation requires that all schools 
across Victoria must have an 
Anaphylaxis Management Policy in 
place if they have a student enrolled who 
has been diagnosed at risk of 
anaphylaxis. Schools are required to 
have in place: 
Å individual management plans for each 
child diagnosed at risk 
Å a communication plan to inform staff, 
parents and students about anaphylaxis 
and the schools policy 
Å procedures to ensure that appropriate 
staff are trained 
 
What is anaphylaxis? 
Anaphylaxis is a severe allergic reaction to a substance, most 
commonly nuts, egg, milk, wheat, soy, seafood, some insect stings 
and medications. Anaphylaxis can be life threatening, but with proper 
management and prevention strategies in place, the risks can be 
substantially reduced. Some symptoms of anaphylaxis include 
swelling of the lips, face and eyes, difficulty breathing, abdominal 
pain and/or vomiting and loss of consciousness. 
 
What is the responsibility of the parent/guardian of a child who 
has been diagnosed at risk of anaphylaxis? 
The parent/guardian must: 
Å inform the school staff of the diagnosis and its causes 
Å discuss strategies with the school 
Å work with the school to develop an individual Anaphylaxis 

Management Plan for your child (in consultation with your 
childôs doctor) 

Å provide copies of an ASCIA action plan for the child, with up 
to date photograph/s 

Å supply the school with the childôs EpipenÈ and ensure it has 
not expired 

Å inform the school if your childôs medical condition changes 
 
What is the schoolõs responsibility to a child who is at risk of 

Anaphylaxis? 
The school must: 
Å have in place an 

anaphylaxis management 
policy 

Å work with parents to 
develop individual 

Anaphylaxis 
Management Plans for 
students diagnosed at 
risk of anaphylaxis 

Å have in place a 
communication plan to 
provide information to 
staff, students and 
parents about 
anaphylaxis and the 
schools anaphylaxis 

management policy 
Å know the students who are 

at risk of anaphylaxis 
Å liaise regularly with parents 
Å follow information 

contained in the studentôs Anaphylaxis Management Plan 
Å be trained in how to recognise and respond to an 

anaphylactic reaction 
Å in the event of a reaction follow the procedures in the 

students ASCIA Action plan 
 

In the coming weeks all families will be provided with an 
updated Anaphylaxis Policy and I would request that all 
members of our school community adhere to this in order to 
ensure the safety of the students, parents and staff. 
 
Hans Kueffer 
PRINCIPAL 

 Antonio Park Primary School 

631-639 Whitehorse Road, MITCHAM  3132 

Hans Kueffer, Principal  Tel:  9874 4371 

Jan MacDonald, Assistant Principal 

 Hans Kueffer, Principal   9874 4371 

 

 
 

 

Happy Birthday to  Caitlin, Amber, Oscar, 

Ann, Tyler , Madison,Antonia & Lachlan  

mailto:antonio.park.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.antoniops.vic.edu.au/


Assistant Principal 
Curriculum 

This year, DEECD has introduced the 
English Online Interview (EOL) for all 
Prep, Year 1 and Year 2 students.  It has 
been trialled in 100 schools and is an 
assessment program that takes the form 

of an interview between a teacher and a student, with 
responses being recorded by the teacher in an online 
system.  It assesses all aspects of English VELS 
(Victorian Essential Learning Standards), reading, 
writing and speaking and listening and provides a range 
of information for teachers about individual student 
learning needs.  It will be used for assessment in 
government schools for the first time in October and 
replaces the Assessment of Reading P-2 program.  
Students will be assessed at the start and end of Prep 
and at the end of Year 1 and Year 2.  Teachers have 
been briefed on this process and will be involved in the 
online training which is available prior to the beginning of 
the assessment period, which is in Term 4. 
 
Classroom environmentséwow!  

Have you had a chance to see the 
wonderful displays of student work in 
our classrooms lately?  It is great to 
see studentsô art work, constructions and writing in 
rooms and around the school.  Wander into your childôs 
class and have a browse! 
 
Next week, teachers will be involved in their Team 
Planning day.  This day gives each team an opportunity 
to discuss and plan for student learning in Term 4.  
Students will be involved in their specialist programs on 
that day:  Level 1 on Monday, Level 3 on Tuesday, Level 
2 on Wednesday and Level 4 on Thursday. 
 
Enjoy your week! 
Jan Mac 

 

Whatôs Happening in Level 1? 
Wow what a busy term!  As the end of term rapidly 
approaches we have begun to think about next term.  
Next Monday will be the level one planning day.  All prep 
students will have library, sport and art on this day, while 
the level one team plans our next unit of work.  
 
Next week will be a revision week of the letters 
c,i,q,u,r,v,x,y and z in our literacy work.  In numeracy we 
will be looking at number and revising key concepts that 
we have looked at throughout the term. 
 
A reminder that all school nursing forms need to be 
returned to your classroom teacher ASAP.  Diane Plant 
has already made two visits to the school and may miss 
out on seeing your child without these forms returned. 
 
Next Tuesday will be the last September transition 
session for the 2010 preps.  Thank you to all of the 
current preps for being so wonderful and happily working 
in other rooms during these sessions.  
 
Have a lovely weekend, 
Natalie, Carly, Elizabeth and Janet 
 

Whatôs happening in Level 2? 
Take a tour of the impressive shelters and structures on 
display in Level 2 this week!  We have seen an amazing 
range of models, posters and even some edible 

structures!  The Level 2 students can be proud of the 
efforts they have put in at home to create these projects 
and get them to school on time.  A wealth of interesting 
knowledge has been shared throughout the week as 
students have presented their projects to their 
classmates with confidence. 
 
We have been getting back into the swing of things as 
our swimming program has finished for another year.  
Thank you to all those parents who attended swimming 
and helped get the swimmers organised before and after 
their dip in the pool.  We appreciate your assistance. 
 
As we begin exploring our knowledge of Australian 
money over the next week this is a great opportunity to 
initiate discussions about money at home.  Set up shops 
in your house, look through catalogues and discuss the 
prices of things you would like to buy.  Allow your child 
to pay for items at the shops and work out how much 
change you will get for your purchases.   
 
Remember our efforts to make Antonio Park a waste 
free school are continuous as we aim to keep our school 
grounds free of rubbish.  So wherever possible please 
send your child to school without wrappers in their lunch 
and snack.  
Thanks, 
Level 2 team 

 

Whatôs happening in Level 3? 
Congratulations to the Level 3 students 
who attended our District Sports.  They 
all did very well in their events and we 
are very proud of them. 

 
What a fantastic time we had on our 
Excursion to the Museum and Captain 
Cookôs Cottage yesterday!  We 
began the day visiting the Aboriginal 
Cultural Centre at the Melbourne 
Museum.  After getting onto the bus again we arrived at 
the Fitzroy Gardens and had a tour of Captain Cookôs 
Cottage.  We look forward to sharing more of our day 
with you in next weekôs newsletter.  
 

Do you know what an inclined plane, wheel 
and axle, wedge, gear, pulley, screw and 
lever are?  They are all simple machines.  

Next term our new unit is called Machine 
Madness.  We will be investigating how simple machines 
work as well as learning how they help 
us in our everyday lives.  At the end of 
the unit the students will be creating 
their own machine that incorporates 
simple machines using lots of different materials.  If you 
can begin collecting plastic containers, corks, cardboard 
tubes, plastic lids (from milk and juice bottles) over the 
holidays we would really appreciate it.   
 
Have a great week. 
Amy, Lachlan, Jane and Karen 
 

Whatôs Happening in Level 4? 
As we head towards the end of another term in Level 4 
the students will be extremely busy continuing to script, 
edit and record their Podcasts.  Each grade is hoping 
and aiming to have their gradeôs podcasts ready for 
broadcasting by the end of term.  Stay tuned to APPS 
FM for more news, sport and other fun coming soon. 



Because of our District Athletics on Tuesday the children 
received their homework sheet yesterday.  This will be 
the last homework sheet for the term and the students 
have until next Tuesday to submit their completed 
homework.  Along with this weekôs homework tasks the 
children brought home their first list of personal spelling 
words to practice.  Each child has compiled their list 
from not only the spelling focus lessons from class, but 
also more importantly, from their own writing.  We 
remind parents that each student will have a different 
number of words to practice and we ask that families 
refer back to the spelling letter sent home earlier in the 
term for additional information about our Level 4 Spelling 
Program.  If you have any questions regarding our 
spelling program please donôt 
hesitate to see your classroom 
teacher. 
 
Mrs Rogan has been kept 
extremely busy counting and 
collecting all the money raised 
by the Level 4s who 
participated in the 40 Hour 
Famine.  We are quickly 
closing in the final amount and 
we kindly ask that students 
who have not yet returned 
their sponsorship money and 
booklets do so as soon as 
possible.  Mrs Rogan needs to 
have collected, counted and 
banked all of the money raised 
before the end of term.  We would like to 
thank not only Mrs Rogan for her hard 
work but all the Level 4s who have rallied 
for such a great cause.  Just quietly the final total will 
amaze!  
 
On Tuesday all the Level 4 students braved the cold 
weather and travelled to Bill Sewart Athletics Track to 
represent Antonio Park in this yearôs District Athletics 
Competition.  It was terrific to see all of their hard work 
and practise pay off as they threw, jumped and ran to 
the best of their abilities.  Yet again the students not only 
did themselves and their teams proud but also their 
school as they represented Antonio Park Primary School 
brilliantly.  The students certainly got into the spirit of the 
day and it was wonderful to see so many parents come 
along and support the children.  A big thank you needs 
to go to Mr Mac and Ms Hayes for the hours upon hours 

of organisation and practice that goes into making days 
like this a success for the children.  The students who 
came first in their individual events will be moving on to 
the Zone Athletics which will be held on October 13 next 
term.  Here are the sensational results that Antonio Park 
Primary School achieved on the day! 

¶ 2
nd

 Ball Games 

¶ 4
th

 Field Events 

¶ 3
rd

 Track Events 

¶ 2
nd

 Overall 

 
The Level 4 Team would also like to thank Mrs Boulton 
and Mr Kueffer for their assistance with our Athletics 
Program throughout this term.  

 
A quick reminder for 
families that the first Friday 
(October 9) back after the 
holidays will see our Level 
4 Swimming Program 
make its first big splash.  
Thanks to all the families 
who have paid or made 
swimming payments.  For 
organisational purposes 
we kindly ask that families 
attempt to have their 
childôs swimming payment 
completed by the end of 
term.  If you have any 
financial concerns 
regarding this payment 

please donôt hesitate to see your 
classroom teacher. 
 

Next Tuesday at 3:45pm we will be having our first 
Graduation meeting for the year.  Grade 6 parents who 
would like to be involved and can attend are welcomed 
to join Mr Sama and Ms Emmerson in her room to begin 
discussing and organising this yearôs Graduation.  We 
kindly ask parents to refer to the notice that went home 
on Monday with all Grade 6 students regarding this 
meeting.  If you have any questions please see your 
classroom teacher. 
Have a great week! 
Level 4 Team 
Lauren, Ruth, Stella and Frank 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Whatôs Happening in Physical Education? 
 
Congratulations to all students who participated in the District Athletics held last Tuesday, 
September 8 at Bill Sewart Athletics Track . Teachers were very impressed with the studentsô 
behaviour and sportsmanship on the day, so well done everyone! 
 
Listed over the page are the students who won their event and will therefore go through to the 

Zone Athletics competition on Tuesday, October 13
.
  

 

AUSSIES OF THE WEEK  



 
Overall results: 2

nd
 place ï Absolutely fantastic!!   

Congratulations to everyone that took part in the District Athletics and thanks again to parent and teacher helpers!  
Annette Hayes & Darren McMenaman 
 

Name Event  Age group 

Tom North 1500m 10 Boys 

Michael Karaoglanis Shot Put 10 Boys 

Vincent Meagher Triple Jump 11 Boys 

 200m 11 Boys 

Jessica Thek Triple Jump 10 Girls 

Maddy Johns 100m 11 Girls 

Josh Kral 100m 11 Boys 

Amy Benifer 200m 12 Girls 

 800m 12 Girls 

Relays   

Vincent Meagher, Josh Kral, Harrison McInnes, Brad Moritz Circular Relay 11 Boys 

 
 

Introduction of the Victorian Student Number 
 

Our school is working with the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development to 
allocate a Victorian Student Number (VSN) to each student at the school.  
 
The VSN is a student identification number that is being assigned to all students in 
government and non-government schools, and students in Vocational Education and Training 
Institutions. The number, which is unique to each student, will be used as a key identifier on a 
studentôs school records, and will remain with the student throughout his or her education, until 
reaching the age of 25. The VSN is nine digits long, randomly assigned, and tied to stable 
information about the student (name, gender, date of birth).  
 
The introduction of the Victorian Student Number will provide the capability to accurately 
detect patterns of student movement through, and departure from, the Victorian education and 
training system. It will greatly improve the collection and analysis of timely and accurate data 
about education in Victoria. The Department collects information to track improvements made 
to the education system, identify areas that require further improvement, and to analyse trends 
and identify future needs. The VSN will improve the accuracy, reliability and completeness of 
this information, providing a better basis for assessing needs and developing policies to meet 
them.  
 
You will see the VSN appear on student report cards, enrolment confirmations, and exit 
confirmations.  
If you want to know more about the VSN please see 
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/management/governance/vsn/overview.htm 
 



 

Prep Maths Night & Maths Games Buddy Sessions 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 


