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New Buildings!
Our new buildings are here!! And they arrived in a very
exciting manner on Tuesday. Flying through the air on a
crane after blocking off one of the busiest roads in
Melbourne, quite an entrance! The students were fascinated as they watched the lovely new buildings slowly lowered
into their new home. Next comes the plumbing and
painting, then we can get inside and have a look! Exciting
times.

E-mail address :
Web Site :

For your Diary

See our website for more
Grade 5/6 Camp

Tuesday
24 May

District Cross
Country

Monday
30 May

PPD day for staff
See article in this
newsletter

Monday
13 June

Queens Birthday

Monday
20 June

Curriculum Day

Tuesday
21 June

Curriculum Day

Friday
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Another big shout out to all of those community
members who came to visit us yesterday for Education
Week Open Day. And again last night we had a terrific
turnout for our open evening, where our families and
other community members participated in special
activities in each classroom.
Naplan
Naplan testing has been taking place over the last 2
weeks for grades 3 and 5 students. This was the first
encounter of NAPLAN testing for both our grade 3
students and our grade 5 students, and we would like to
commend them on their excellent listening skills and
their wonderful efforts during this new experience.

antonio.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Monday
23 May

Education Week and Grandparents Day
Thankyou to all of those wonderful grandparents and
special friends who braved chilly conditions to come and
see their grandchildren at school on Tuesday. It was
something special to see grandchildren running to their
grandparents when they arrived, so excited to show
them their classroom. It brought a tear to the eye!!

We have now completed tests in Writing, Reading,
Language Conventions and Numeracy. Parents will
receive results later in the year.
Smart phones and watches
Whilst we acknowledge that Smart phones and watches
are devices that parents use to keep in contact with their
children on the way to and from school, this is a reminder that any student who brings a Smart phone or a Smart
watch to school must switch it off once they arrive in
their
classroom and give it to their teacher for safe
keeping until the end of the school day. This is a Department of Education policy. Smart phones and watches
cannot be used throughout the school day by students. If
you have any questions, please feel free to contact the
office.
F-2 Swimming Program
It was lovely to see the Foundation – Grade 2 students
fully engaged in their swimming program over the last 2
weeks. Even though the full program was not completed due to swimming staff shortages, (more information
about this will come in due course), the students participated in their lessons with effort and enthusiasm.
A huge thankyou to all of those wonderful parents who
helped out at the swimming program over the last 2
weeks, we couldn’t do without your assistance. Imagine
how many pieces of clothing would be missing!!

Continued over the page...
Our School Values
ERRIC
Empathy

Responsibility

Resilience

Independence Confidence
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Respectful Relationships
The global pandemic has affected us all in different ways and we
acknowledge that over the last 2 years our community wellbeing has been
impacted. We are continually mindful of this impact as we navigate
through the year, planning school and community events that are simple
and enjoyable without asking too much from everyone so that our
community can gently continue to build its resilience and strength.
Kindness, empathy and compassion are vital as we rebuild and recover.
We’d like to take this opportunity to ask people to remember the
importance of communicating respectfully, both face to face and online.
Our Respectful Relationships program is not just for our students and
staff, but for our parent community too and we have high expectations of
all of our community around treating each other with kindness and
respect.

If you have any questions or are not sure about something that’s going on
at school, please just give us a call or drop in, our doors are always open!
Please remember we are here for you if you need help and support.
Wellbeing at APPS
After transitioning back to onsite learning last year, Antonio Park has
implemented a variety of programs and strategies in classrooms to
support the wellbeing of our students. One of these strategies includes
the introduction of a therapy dog. Many of you have already met Teddy
and appreciate the comfort and happiness he has already brought to staff
and students. Teddy will commence his formal training at the age of 8
months. Formal therapy dog training is multidisciplinary and includes
animal assisted therapy, animal assisted education and animal assisted
interactions (AAI). Therapy dogs work in a range of settings, such as
mental health, education and schools, allied health, rehabilitation,
medicine, welfare, disability, and other human-service settings.

Dogs on school grounds
After so many restrictions over the last two years, it is lovely to see so
many members of our community enjoying our buildings and grounds,
including pets! Antonio Park has a long and happy history of animals in
schools. Dogs are allowed onsite during drop off and pick up times, on a
lead and under the control of their owner.
Professional Practice Day – Monday, 30th May
A reminder that teachers will be working on assessment and reporting
development for their whole school Professional Practice day on Monday,
30th May. We are asking that parents view this day as a pupil free
day. If you are unable to keep your children at home on this day,
arrangements can be made at the school. Please contact the office
as soon as possible if your child/ren requires supervision.
Friday – Walk Safely to School Day
On Friday, APPS will be celebrating Walk Safely to School Day. This
annual event has joined forces with National Road Safety Week (15 – 22
May) to further draw the spotlight on road safety and support the
importance of regular walking, not just on 20 May, but every day. We
encourage parents and carers to walk to school with their children,
discussing good road safety habits as you go, especially around the
school where traffic can get very congested. Parents and carers, please
remember when you are driving in the neighbourhood around our school
to take the utmost of care and follow road rules and speed limits at all
times.
Have a lovely week everyone

Carly, Rachel and Annette

Indonesian Speaking Competition
This term we will be participating in Sayembara Lisan, a state-wide Indonesian
Speaking Competition. This is run by VILTA- Victorian Indonesian Language
Teachers Association and the final will be held at University of Melbourne on
Saturday 23rd of July.
The first round will be held at school and Bu Dowling, Indonesian teacher from
Marlborough P.S and Bayswater north P.S, will visit our school to judge our students as part of the Maroondah region.
The competition includes simple questions and the students will recite a poem in Indonesian. We will be covering the
material in class and there is no cost involved. Interested students will have the opportunity to practice at a lunchtime
club. I wish all of our students "Semoga sukses!" and look forward to informing the school community of our finalists.

Second Hand Uniform Shop
We are very lucky to have two of our parents, Abby Steedman and Claire Walsh volunteer their time to operate our Second Hand Uniform Shop. The shop operates in the foyer of the hall. We thank you for all the wonderful donations of uniform items to enable our
shop to operate. We kindly ask that only second hand PSW items be donated as second hand Kmart/Target items do not tend to be in
demand.
Shop dates will be kept up to date in the newsletter.
Our next shop dates are:
31st May
26th July
30th August
25th October
29th November.

HOUSE CROSS COUNTRY
Thank you to everyone involved during our fabulous House Cross Country event in Week 1! The students were amazing! It was fabulous to see the students giving their best effort during their race and
having a fun time!
A huge thank you to all our parent helpers! We appreciate your time and support!
Here is a message from our House Captains about the event.
Kristeena
It was amazing to see everyone cheering as loud as they could for their house and others too.
Flynn
I loved running with all the little kids and cheering them on. It was also really fun starting all the chants
for my house.

Elouise
At the start when we were doing our chants, after a house finished, everyone clapped and cheered!
Emma
I loved running with my friends, supporting each other and helping out with running on the day.
Violet
My highlight was everyone having a go and trying their best.
Lucy
A special thanks to Ms Densem and Mrs Madeley for making this possible and everybody cheering each
other on.
If you would like to see photos from the event, click onto the Specialist homepage, go to Physical Education, and then Click on House Cross Country Pictures.
https://sites.google.com/education.vic.gov.au/apps-specialist-program/home
The results were;

1st Mullum Mullum,
2nd Wattle Valley,
3rd Deep Creek,
4th Yarran Dheran
Jana and Lauren
Physical Education Teachers

Little APPS Playgroup
Every Tuesday morning the Little APPS Playgroup meets in the hall
from 9am—10:30am. It is a great opportunity for your children to
get to play with other children and for parents/carers to get to know
each other over a cuppa. Please come and join us!
For more information, join our Facebook Group—search ‘APPS
Playgroup’
Or phone Amy Byrne on 0422 450 159

What’s Happening in PE?

AFL INCURSION
The whole school has enjoyed the last two weeks having an AFL coach teach each grade two sessions of football skills. The students enjoyed having
fun while getting fit and learning new skills (such as the hand ball and kicking a footy) associated with playing footy.
JUNIOR SWIMMING PROGRAM
The Foundation, Grade 1 and Grade 2 students had their intensive swimming program at Aquanation over the last two weeks. They were able to
complete lessons that covered stroke development and personal survival techniques in, on and around water. Due to staffing issues, the water safety
day and fun day were postponed and are being rescheduled for the near future.
It was fabulous to see the student’s having lots of fun in the pool, improving in a short time and growing in their independence with getting themselves
in and out of the pool. A huge thank you to all our parent helpers! We appreciate all your time and support!
DISTRICT CROSS COUNTRY
We are sending our best wishes to our 20 Under 10’s students who will be representing APPS at the District Cross Country this Tuesday 24th May.
They will be running at Quambee Reserve, Ringwood North from 9-11am. No doubt they will give their best efforts and be proud of themselves! Good
luck to all our APPS runners!! Go APPS!!
Jana and Lauren
Physical Education Teachers

Hello Antonio Park Primary School Community,
I would like to introduce myself as the founder of Food is Free Mitcham.
Myself and 35 volunteers collect food from around 70 places a week.
We collect from local cafés, bakeries and supermarkets.
Our main purpose is to prevent good food from going to landfill and it is rescued from a variety of
sources.
Any food that is no good, we compost. We also have a generous community member who takes
the compost to their farm to feed the animals and nourish the soil. Any community member is
welcome to take the compost as well as add to it.
If you have not heard of us. Please join us on our Facebook page where you will find all of our
up-to-date deliveries.
We’re located at 8-12 Simla St, Mitcham and 29 Purches St, Mitcham and we also hold a
weekend market at your school Antonio Park Primary School on Saturday and Sunday 11.3012.30pm just outside the office.
We at Food is Free Mitcham love helping our community and started providing free fruit to APPS
during term 1 for “Free Fruit Friday.” I hope your children have been enjoying the fruit, and
chatting about it at home.
If you haven’t already been to our pantry or market, we hope to see new faces soon.
Emma Tucker

Community
Noticeboard

