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after-hours events; however parents should be aware 
that the government has stated that there will be no 
additional funding provided to schools to pay for 
TiL.  

 
It is certain that due to the requirement of TiL, there will 
be changes to how, when and if schools continue to 
provide the current range of extracurricular events,   
particularly camps. We will do all we can to ensure 
that our culture of community and opportunities for 
students aren’t diluted by this agreement. 

 
Changes to Instrumental Music Fees 

A range of companies hire Antonio Park facilities to offer 
programs including sports, martial arts, music and after 
hours care. These businesses pay hire fees to the 
school. In the case of businesses offering music lessons, 
these fees help cover the cost of tuning pianos,       
maintaining and cleaning lesson rooms and other costs. 
One company who hires our facilities is Wonnies, a  
business that provides a music lessons service in 
schools across Melbourne. Recently, the school council 
asked Wonnies to also start paying a very small fee for 
using our facilities, as we do the other businesses who 

use our buildings.  

 
The school understands that Wonnies has now raised 
the fees it charges for music lessons and are aware that 
this will be of concern to many families, particularly at a 
time of rising cost of living pressures. School Council 
is  reviewing how the school can best facilitate access to 
music lessons for children and would be pleased to have 
feedback on families' experience of Wonnies, including 
affordability and customer service. Antonio Park Primary 
School believes that the opportunity to learn a musical 
instrument is important and would like to ensure that this      
continues to be available to as many children as       
possible.  
 
 
Parent-Class Requests for 2023 
At this time every year we give parents an opportunity to 
provide a letter explaining any special educational needs 
their child may have when transitioning into the next 
level. Information in this letter will be considered by the 
Principal as part of the process of grade placement for 
your child. A reminder that this letter must be in writing 
and emailed to the school, ‘Attention: Carly Jones,’ no 
later than Friday 4th November. Please note a specific   
request for a teacher is not offered. It is vital that infor-
mation is put in writing in this way as opposed to just 
having conversations with your child’s teacher so that we 
can ensure that we do not miss any important infor-
mation.   
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Dear Antonio Park Families, 

 

Year 2 Camp 

Our Year 2 students set off on their first ever camp this 
week, winding through the bush to Stringybark Lodge in 
Gembrook. Greeted with blue skies, noisy kookaburras and 
truckloads of food, students were treated to a variety of 
adventures including a low ropes course, hut building,  
trampolining, mini golf, night hikes and a night time     
campfire. For many students this was their first camp    
experience and they are to be congratulated on the      
maturity they showed throughout. A huge thank you to our 
wonderful parent helpers as well who worked tirelessly to 

help make the students’ experience a memorable one. 

 

Camping Program at APPS 

Antonio Park has run many quality camps over the years. 
Camps provide unique opportunities for students to develop 
independence, self management, along with important 
social skills. Our first Year 2 camp was very successful and 
we are looking forward to our upcoming 3/4 camp next 
week. As a school that prides itself on providing            
opportunities to students, we are happy to announce our 
camping program will continue with some changes next 
year. The school has been reviewing our 5/6 Canberra 
camp for a number of years now. Due to the new Victorian 
Government Schools Agreement, local school region policy, 
and increasing costs, we are unable to currently run 5 day 
camps. Next year, our 5/6 team have organised a 3 day 
Melbourne City camp. Antonio Park will continue to run a 
two day camp for Year 2 and 3 day camps for 3-6 students 
every year. The school understands that there may be  
disappointment around this development but I assure you 
that the 5/6 teachers have done a fantastic job planning an 

amazing experience for the students.  

 

Victorian Government Schools Agreement 2022 
The Victorian Government School Agreement (VGSA) is 

now ratified and operational from Monday 25th July.  

 

The new Agreement contains a range of new industrial 
requirements. One of these is known as Time in Lieu. This 
requirement is a response to the growing parental         
communications and after-hours meetings such as Parent/
Student/Teacher Conferences. More so, it is the varied 
extracurricular events offered by schools and this amount 

of unpaid work that the new EBA seeks to acknowledge. 

  

It must be noted, in an industrial sense, extracurricular 
events are not part of a school’s core work which is the 
delivery of the Victorian Curriculum. Extracurricular events 
are additional and have been provided by school staff, usu-
ally before or after hours through goodwill and to provide 
engaging opportunities for our students    beyond that re-

quired by the curriculum. 

 
We unequivocally support teachers being paid for work for 
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Second Hand Uniform Shop 
We are very lucky to have two of our parents, Abby Steedman and Claire Walsh volunteer their time to operate our Second Hand     

Uniform Shop.  The shop operates in the foyer of the hall between 3:00-4:00pm. We thank you for all the wonderful donations of     

uniform items to enable our shop to operate.  We kindly ask that only second hand PSW items be donated as second hand 

Kmart/Target items do not tend to be in demand. 

 

Shop dates will be kept up to date in the newsletter. 

 

Our next shop dates are:  

25th October 
29th November. 
  

 
 
 
Past to Present  
Last week we commenced a very exciting initiative 
with Home Aged Care Services called Past to Pre-
sent. The program involves a group of older members 
of the community who live at home, coming to visit our         
Foundation students to build social connections. The 
group is assisted by nurses and aged care workers. 
Each week, the group participates in various activities. 
It truly is a magical experience that is so heart warm-
ing to witness. 
 

Have a great week. 
 

Carly, Annette and Scott 

Continued from previous page... 
 
 
New Basketball Courts 
It has been wonderful seeing our students enjoy the 
newly resurfaced basketball courts these first few 
weeks of term. Students have loved the opportunity at 
recess and lunchtime to play basketball, four square 
and even just sit in the sun socialising. The new sur-
faces are not only pleasing to the eye but the softer 
surface also provides greater safety for our students.  
 
Division Athletics 
Congratulations to our group of 5/6 students who com-
peted at Division Athletics earlier this term. The APPS 
community can be proud of our students for their 
100% commitment to their event while also encourag-
ing and supporting one another along the way. Good 
luck to Chloe L and Lucy I  who have advanced to the 
Regional athletics carnival this week. 

Smile Squad six month fluoride varnish visit 

The healthAbility Smile Squad team are heading back to our school to complete six-monthly 
fluoride varnish applications for those students who have provided consent. Fluoride varnish 
applications help make sure students have the best chance of preventing tooth decay, so 
we’re excited Smile Squad are coming back.  

Consent for this fluoride varnish application was provided when students’ initial consent forms were returned. However, if 
anyone has changed their mind and do not wish to receive a fluoride varnish application, they can contact healthAbility 
directly to let them know. Please contact the Smile Squad team via:0405 990 729 michelle.duclos@healthability.org.au 

The Smile Squad team look forward to visiting soon. 
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