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strengthened by the sharing of information and by regu-
lar communication. This is one important part of the 
effective learning community at APPS. 
 

Animals are back!               . 
Excitement was high on Friday last week as some    
important members of the APPS community returned to 
school. That’s right, our animals are back! Students have 
loved seeing our chickens free-ranging around the 

school again and 
many have made 
their way across 
the oval to wel-
come Honey and 
Lolly back home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Council  
Thankyou to those community members wo nominated 
for School Council membership. An election will not be 
necessary as we had 5 nominations for 5 positions. We 
are excited to announce our new School Council for 
2023 and onwards: 
 
 
 

Current Parent Members 

Michael Ewison (President) 
Anna Drummond (Vice President) 
Jacq Adams (renominated) 
Emily Downie (renominated) 
Louise Armstrong 

Kate Treacey - community member 
 

Congratulations to the new 2023 School Council 
members 
Brendan Bailey 

Kalyan Gyambavantha 

Johanna Planche 
 

School Employee members 

Carly Jones 
Scott Minetti 
Annette Hayes 
Tarryn Kidner 
Lori Hosa 
 

Outgoing School Council members 

A huge thankyou to the following parents who have  
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Dear Antonio Park Families, 

 

House Swimming Carnival 
Last Wednesday,  students from Years 3-6 competed in the 
APPS House Swimming Carnival  held at Croydon        
Memorial Pool. Thank goodness the weather was kind to us 
and made the day even more memorable. It was absolutely 
fantastic to see so many students represent their house 
and swim in a variety of events including freestyle,        
backstroke, breaststroke and butterfly but, the most popular 
race was of course, the noodle race followed by the teacher
-student race.  Of course, the teachers won but only by a 
few seconds!  
 

The whole day was fantastic. The students encouraged 
each other to take part and perform to the best of their  
ability.  The atmosphere was electric. Personally, I would 
like to thank the amazing APPS teachers that made this 
day a success, the enthusiastic and dedicated students and 
the house leaders who demonstrated true leadership    
capabilities.  
 

The final results were: in 4th place with a score of 345 was 
Mullum Mullum, 3rd place with a score of 376 was Yarran 
Dheran, 2nd place with a score of 382 was Wattle Valley 
and in 1st place with a score of 449 was Deep 
Creek.   Congratulations to all! 
 

5/6 Camp 

And they’re off! Grade 5/6 students set off for their        
Melbourne City Camp on Wednesday morning with       
enthusiasm through the roof. Day one was a mix of      
sightseeing, visiting some of the best sites Melbourne has 
to offer, and cooling off in the shade and any                     
air-conditioning they could find. Students are looking    
forward to continuing their adventure through Melbourne 
over the coming days. 
 

Colour Run 

Our first community event of the year is fast approaching as 
students get excited for the APPS 2023 Family    Colour 
Run. There will be a barbecue from 5pm with the run itself 
set to start at 6pm. Colour Run packs including sponsorship  
booklets were sent home last week.     Students can earn 
up to 15 incentive prizes based on their fundraising total - 
fundraising from this event will go towards upgrading the 
interior of our hall and            landscaping throughout the 
school. See you there! 
 

Getting to Know You Conferences 

Thank you to our amazing parent community for       attend-
ing parent teacher-conferences last week. We had over 
85% of parents attend either face to face or via Google 
Meet, as well as a large number of parents meeting with 
our specialist teachers. Parents shared valuable infor-
mation about their child so that teachers can create effec-
tive relationships with, and rigorous learning programs for, 
each individual student. The  relationship that develops 
between the student, the  parent and the teacher is 
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For your information, 
School Bell Times 

 
8.55 Pre Bell 
9.00  School starts 
11.30 Recess starts 
12.00 Recess ends 
1.40 Students eat lunch in rooms 
1.50 Students out to play 
2.40 Lunch ends 
3.30  School finishes 

 

2023 Dates- Activities and Community events 

We have an exciting array of activities and events planned for the 
year.  
School Photos: 2nd March 

Colour Run: 3rd March 
NAPLAN (Grades 3 & 5): 15th March - 24th March 

Curriculum Day: 30th & 31st March 

House Cross Country: 4th April 
Curriculum Day: 24th April 
First Day of Term 2: 26th April 
House Athletics: 3rd May 
Family Movie Night: 5th May 
Grandparents & Friends Day: 24th May 
Open Night: 25th May 

First Day of Term 3: 10th July 
Book Fair Grand Opening: 5th August 
Book Week: 7th - 11th August 
Trivia Night: term 3 TBA 
Production: 12th & 13th September 
First Day of Term 4: 2nd October 
Grade 3/4 Camp: 9th - 11th October 
Grade 2 Camp: 16th - 17th October 
Carols: 6th December 
Graduation:           TBA 
We will reintroduce our Fete in March 2024 and will organise an infor-
mation session for interested volunteers soon. 
 

Road Safety 

We have recently experienced a number of serious ‘near misses’ on both 
Deep Creek and in the slip lanes of Whitehorse Road. Teachers are     
regularly reminding students of safe road practices. Please help support 
our efforts by modelling appropriate road safety. Leadership is meeting this 
week with Whitehorse Council to highlight our concerns and propose possi-
ble solutions. 
 

 
Carly, Annette and Scott 

 

 

 

 

finished their tenure on School Council: 
Will Issa 

Sharna Booth 
Kane Innes 
 

Parent Liaison Program 
As part of our School Council initiative ‘Community   Connections’ we 
implement a Parent Liaison (P.L.)  program each year, where each class 
has a nominated Parent Liaison. The P.L. liaises with the teacher to   
communicate classroom and school information to class parents and to 
create a sense of community within their class. 
Parent Liaisons enjoy communicating and are keen to support the   

collaboration within the class and the school community.  

We are now calling for Parent Liaison nominations for each class. A 
Compass notice was sent out last Friday with a link to an Expression of 
Interest document. This nomination period finishes tomorrow so if you’re 
interested in becoming a Parent Liaison for your child’s class, please fill 
out the form. Click here for the link. 
 

This is a great opportunity for you to be involved, meet other parents 
and participate in the school community via your class in a relaxed and 
social environment. Please contact Annette Hayes for further           
information. 
 

Invite to assembly (student leadership badges? 
We will be conducting an assembly on Friday 26th February to present 
our 2023 school leaders with their badges. We look forward to seeing a 
big turnout for this special occasion. Parents and carers are invited to 
attend assembly in the hall each Friday at 2.45pm. 
 

School photos 

School photos will be taking place on Thursday 2nd March. Keep an eye 
out for photo packs which will be sent home with students in the coming 
weeks. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/19y77FShgCm-zQV-mH2TrQj9189VpmfGC2guAYcTob9s/edit


 



 

Do your hold a current Healthcare Card? 
 

If so, you are eligible for the Camps, Sports and Excursion 
Fund (CSEF) of $125 per child. 

 
Please see the office to register. 

 
In addition, any families experiencing financial hardship, 

are encouraged to contact the office for further                
information on how we can help. 

First Aid 
 

 A reminder to parents who are yet to return  
Asthma Plans or Medical paperwork to Nicole. 

Please ensure that all paperwork is handed in to the  
office by Friday 17th March. 



 

Purchase sizzling sausages, and coffee van from 5pm 
 
Our awesome APPS Family Colour Run is just over two weeks away!! This is going to be a highlight event for our community, and 
we look forward to having everyone comes along to celebrate fundraising for our school hall upgrade and surrounding areas. So 
far, we have raised $2765!!!  
 
There will be sausages from the FACE@APPS group and CAFE2U Coffee/drinks for sale from 5pm. 
See below the fabulous prizes you can we as you continue to fundraise. You can win big with a huge variety of automated incen-
tive prizes, competitions and added bonuses! 
 
Incentive Prizes  
Fundraising for our Colour Explosion School Fun Run is entirely online. At the end of our fundraiser, student’s incentive prizes are 
ordered automatically based on their fundraising total and Golden Coins. Students can win up 15 unique incentive prizes! You only 
need to raise $10 for an incentive prize. 
 
Monty the Monstar Prizes!  
Monty the MonSTAR is giving away lots of extra prizes to help you reach for the fundraising STARS! Will you collect them all? 
Check out your sponsorship booklet to see what Monty has up for grabs.  
 
$10,000 JB Hi-Fi Shopping Spree! 
What would your family buy with a $10,000 JB Hi-Fi Shopping Spree?! The highest fundraising student in our school will go into the 
draw to win! 
 
Win a PlayStation 5 Gaming Bundle! 
Do you have a need for speed? The highest fundraising student in Australia will take home an awesome PlayStation 5 gaming 
bundle, complete with a NEW PlayStation 5 Console, a Steering Wheel, Pedals and two games!  
You have to be in it to win it! If you haven’t already, make sure you start fundraising online at www.australianfundraising.com.au. 
Happy fundraising! 
 
There will be Compass posts closer to the event to about how the event will run with times etc. 
We can’t wait to see you all here to have a fun community event together!!!  

http://www.australianfundraising.com.au


 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP BUILD A BETTER RELATIONSHIP WITH THE FIRST NATIONS PEOPLES OF AUSTRALIA? 
 

Discover more about our shared history, current challenges and opportunities and learn about the wisdom embedded in Aboriginal culture 

that could help guide us all to a better future. The upcoming referendum on the Voice has made this engagement more important. 
Joining a local reconciliation group is an effective way of doing this. 
 
After two decades of effective activism, Whitehorse Friends for Reconciliation (WFFR) are looking for new people of all ages and 
backgrounds to keep the work going.  

 
WFFR is a member of ANTaR - Australians for Native Title and Reconciliation, a peak body along with Reconciliation Victoria with whom our 
members are also connected. 
 
Over the last 2 decades WFFR has conducted, and partnered in many exciting projects, including forums, reconciliation picnics, the ‘Short’ 
Long Walk in Whitehorse, activity days for local students with First Nations’ educators, including making pavers for the Nangnak garden, 
cultural days for young Aboriginal families, production of an important DVD called ‘Nobody’s Child’, which connected with Aboriginal people 
who had spent time in children’s homes in Whitehorse, family days at the Mullum Mullum Indigenous Gathering Place, and partnering with 

them on various projects, and many more. 
 
New WFFR members would be expected to participate in developing projects and programs, often in collaboration with the local Aboriginal 
community, and then helping with the range of tasks needed to successfully carry out these ideas. Of course, people can support this work 

at their own pace.  
 
Currently we meet monthly – 2nd Thursdays of the month starting in February - at the Koonung Cottage Community House. 
 
We are conducting an information session to help you decide if you would like to join the important reconciliation movement.  
Time:  7.30pm Thursday 23 February 
Place:  Koonung Cottage Community House, 109 Koonung Rd, Blackburn North.  
 

If you are interested, please register with Howard Tankey, who can be contacted at howardtankey@bigpond.com.au or phone 9898 2514. 

mailto:howardtankey@bigpond.com.au


 

Second Hand Uniform Shop 
We are very lucky to have two of our parents, Abby Steedman and Claire Walsh volunteer their time to operate our Second Hand Uni-

form Shop.  The shop operates in the foyer of the hall between 3:00-4:00pm  We thank you for all the wonderful donations of uniform 

items to enable our shop to operate.  We kindly ask that only second hand PSW items be donated as second hand Kmart/Target items 

do not tend to be in demand. 

 

Shop dates will be kept up to date in the newsletter. 

 

Our next shop dates are:  

27th February 
27th March 
  

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=school+uniform&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=Dap2DFhKP2QdiM&tbnid=P8jBHLHn4cKv8M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fglossi.com%2Fgrade6LR2014%2F93560-school-uniforns&ei=wNxyU5yuLYOfkwXrlYHYDw&bvm=bv.66699033


 



 



 

 

Any Grade 5 and 6 students very interested in Mountain Bike riding??? 
Check out this Australian Schools Mountain Trail Biking event…. 
 
Chris Broman, who is a keen mountain biker, will be competing in an upcoming Australian 
schools' mountain biking event at Mt Buller on Friday 10 March 2023. 
  
This is primarily an event for secondary school aged students but there is a class for grade 5 and 
6 students.  Chris will be competing in this class and will be competing in this event as a student 
at Antonio Park Primary School. The details of the event are at https://rockytrailacademy.com/
event/alpine-high-country-schools-comp-mt-buller-2023/ 
 

If you wished to compete at this event, along with Chris, please feel free to contact Louise    Armstrong (Chris’s mother) on 
0408 445 135 for any further details. Louise would also be happy to offer any help also sort   accommodation for any other fam-
ilies who wanted to attend.  
 
GOOD LUCK CHRIS!!!! We hope that you have a fabulous race and a fun trip!  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frockytrailacademy.com%2Fevent%2Falpine-high-country-schools-comp-mt-buller-2023%2F&data=05%7C01%7CLeonie.Oppawsky%40education.vic.gov.au%7C20808b8cc7ce405278db08db0e5469eb%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frockytrailacademy.com%2Fevent%2Falpine-high-country-schools-comp-mt-buller-2023%2F&data=05%7C01%7CLeonie.Oppawsky%40education.vic.gov.au%7C20808b8cc7ce405278db08db0e5469eb%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69
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